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To my ever Honoured [Uncle 
| Doniel Shetterden Elq;, 


by I fbould dedicate this 
| ſzrall piece to you, will 
IM 220t be aitkt by thoſe to 
whom we are both know; 
why I ſhould not, would. 
Tour great reſpe@ to a godly faithful 
Miniſtry, bath merited to be in this 
| kind confeſt by much abler pens « but 
| gour articular favour to me,challen= 

ged the firſt fruits of mine. Tou gave 

out your hand when I firſt began to 

g0;and your inconragement and aſſiſt- 


ancy then hols at ſence requires 


to be firſt acknowledged now. My ca- 
pacity gxtends not to a fatted Calfe, 
out of the ſtall; I here preſent you 
with a Bunch of Grapes, like thoſe of 
our Countrey, comparatively ſower ; 
nay poſutively ſo, for tis out of mine 
own Vine yard, and 1 dwell in a celd 
A 2 airez 
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" The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
aire, and churliſh ſoile, that would 
abaſe even 4 generous Vine, being fit- 
ter for perry and ſider.If you can pick 
out hence any Grape meet for your 
pallate, that may be for food or phy+- 
ſick; if not like Wine to cheare the 
heart, ,yet as vinegar to whet your ſto- 
mack to what s better, TI ſhall be glad 
if 1 may be but in this kind ſervice- 
able ts your better thoughts, and in- 
teud your heat though per antiper1- 
ſtaſin. 7 know you have candour e- 
nongh favourably to interpret what 
admits it,and charity enough to co- 
ver what's faulty,and goodneſs enough 
to accept of, and patronize what is 
(if any ſuch here be) wortby of it 5 in 
confidenee whereof Tlay theſe before 
you, rn teſtimony of my deſtres to jerve 
you,and on purpoſe to ſhew that 1 


would ao ſome thing to approve my. 


ſelf ſomewhat worthy to be 
Toxr ſo much obliged Nephew, 


Caleb Trenchfield. 
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CHRISTIAN 
Chyna, 


1) 
WexE Cypio PALL being ſhew'd a ve« 
VC ry zich ſhield, anſwered, thar ic 
y was the manner of the Romans to 


— — — 


=> cheir left : Bur moſt of thoſe Champions 
ſerdown in the Lords book of Worthies, 
are memorized rather for the defenſive then 
offenſive ; and there is uſually more honour 
got in char field by — then doing, 


Ageſilaus playing wich his young fot, and 
riding upon a-reed ro make him ſport, was 
dirided by one of his familiars, as being roo 
vaine ; to whomhe anlivered, hold thy peace 
till thou thy ſelf art a father, ard rhex we wilt 
heare thy advice, When we meer wich in- 
firmities which have befallen ſome of the ſer- 
vants of God in their exigencies,we are ready 

AZ co 
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co deride their weakneſle, or ſuſpe& their 
ſincerity ; bur fer us ſuſpend our Judge- 
ments, till onr ſoules be in their ſoules 


ſtead, 
(3) 


The Minturnans changing their purpoſe 
of {laying Cains Maris, into purpoſes of 
conveighing him to the Sea fide, were in their 
paſlage thither, ether to goa great Way a- 
bour, which his danger would nor allow, or 
to go through a wood which they accounted 
ſacred, and the mgheſt acrifedge to carry any 
thing out of it, that had been once broughe 
into it: Inthis exigericy, an old man among 
them ſteps our , and reſolves rhe doubr , ſay- 
ing, no way was to be ſcrupled whereby 2Ma- 
71s might be ſaved. Our dayes have ſhewn 
us-many of that opinton, that nothing ſhould 
be accounted holy which Rood inthe way of 
their ambition ; bur Lord, make me alwayes 
willing rather to goabour for the obraining of 
my purpoſes, thento tread over where thou 
naſt ſer bounds. 


( 

Cardinall Poo': WS, choſen Pope by a free 
and faire Election ; yer either our of an high 
conceit of his own worth, or tob much defi- 
ring to ſhew his moderation and integrity, 
would not then bes confirmed ; bur willed the 

| Conclaye 


Hiſtory Improved. 
Conclave tq conſider of ic till che next morn» 
ing ; in which time anocher of che Cardinalls 
had fo prevailed with the reſt, that they re= 
jeted Poole, and choſe him Pope. Thoſe 
chings which we apprehend our ſelvesto be 
excellent in, we. commonly defire ſo. much ro 
make a ſhew of, that ( like Phyfitians who 
willing to appeare richly clad, ſwelcer in 
Pluſh in hot ſummer ) by our oftentatian we 
render that ridiculous and offenſive, which 
might otherwiſe prove greatly to our reputa= 
tion and 2s ; 


. Philip Kingef Macedon being importun'd 
by a poor  widdow to do her juſtice, anſwe- 
red, that he was not-at leaſure.;- ro whom ſhe 
replyed, then ceaſe to be a Kg z. for to do 
juſtice is that you are a King for. : which he 
hearing, apprehended himſelf ſo homely ſpo- 
ken to, that he took care of her cauſe incon- 
tinently. Lord, thou requireft of us that we 
ſhould do rhee ſervice, but we are ready to, 
ſay we cannot intend it : but jt may well be 
replyed ro us, then ceaſe to live, for there- 
fore gaveft thou us our lives, that we mighc 
lay chem out inchy cn | 
Hipponicus intending to dedicate a coſtly 
Rarue, was adviſed by a friend co imploy 
A 4 ol= 
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. Policletas a fanious workman in che making 
of it ; but he. ſaid, That: he would nt make uſe 
.of ſuch an.pne' in that. buſineſſe, whoſe Art 
ſhould be rather regarded then his coſt, When 
-npreaching the great truthsof Goſpell Sal- 
vation, the enticing words which mans wit 
teacheth art. ſought our, the att is ſo much 
lookt upen by the auditors, that the marcer 
15 for the moſt part loſt, F 
7 
A Limner being defired by a certain per- 
ſon to draw for himan Horſe. rumbling, which 
he miſtaking,drew one running ; whicn when 
hehad brought Home, the perſon implojing 
him. grew angry, | thar, according as he ha 
appoynced; he:had. nor repreſenced him trum- 
bling ; ro whom he atnſwered,Turve the piece, 
ard your rw:nng Horſe 1s a tumbling one, Ma» 
ny differences have been among us, where- 
in we have been very angry that: others have 
not- concur'd ' with our apprehenfions, when 
the di-Ferenc2 hath been onely the differenc 
Way of repreſenting, 
(8) 


Dyogenes ſeeing ſome Rhodians gorgeouſty - 


apparelled , while others admired them, ſaid, 

Tuſh, That's nothing but pride ; and ſeeing 

ſome Spartans by, in their thred-bare Caps, 

ſaid, That's but anther ſort of pride, When 
{ 


—— 


ar —- 


- 


Up —- 
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the vaine men of the world apply to a fan- 
caſtick gallantry, ris manifeſt chat it 1s no- 
thing but pride: Oh would that when religious 
perions appeare to deny the world , they 


. did net give cauſe to ſay , that rhel:s 1s price 
toe, | ; | 


E, » , 9 . 
 Scypio the Cenquerour of Harmball and 


ſcourge of Carthage, though by meny tris 


umphs he had replenithed the common trea- 
ſury, yerin all his life never bought one acre 
of ground for himſelf, nor lefc money enough 
in his Ceffers co bury him. How many mer! 
have damned their ſouls char they might dye 
rich,and to that end, like overfiowing Rivers, 
have growne great by rhe ruins of their Coun- 
creys upon 'this' account chiefly, that they 
may go out of the world wealthy ; whet 
Scypio's moderation and abitinence, have 
reared him up'a more glorious Monument 
then his Conqueſts, | 
(10) 

Phileſtratus being imployed by Ptolomy in 
building that famous Pharos neer Alexandria, 
engraved in the ſolid and durable Marble 
his own name, and in plailter over it, che 
Kings ; that hisin time being worne off, his 
own might be ſeen ro perpetuity. Sin imprin- 
reth 3n my fancy favourable and ſpecicus 

Conceits 
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Cconceics of ir, but there are charaRters in my 
conſcience- of another tenour, which will 
abide there, when the ether are vaniſht, and 
no more to be remembred, 
EE. -:..; 
 WilliamWickbam being appoynted by King 
Edward in building a ſtarely Church, wrote in 
m che windows, This work made William 
wickham;for which being charged by the King, 
as alluming the honour of that work to him- 
lslf,as che author ny onely oyerſeer,he an- 
ſwered, that, He meavi not he made the work, 
but that the worke made humy being before but 
beggarly, and then in great credir, Lord,when 
we rcad in thy Wo:d chat we muſt work out 
our own Salvation,thy meaning is not,that our 
Salvation ſhould be che effe& of our work, 
@: our work the — of thy Salvation, 
12 TOO 
The Empreſle Mand Veins cloſely beſer 
by her enemies neere Wincheſter, cauſed her 
ſelfe to be put into a Coffin, and as one 
dead, was ſafely conveighed through their 
Troupes. Evill concupiſcences b:ſet m 
ſoul with an almoſt impo!ſibility of eſcaping, 
but the way to aveid them, is, by becom- 
ing dead roſin, not to live any longe: 
rherein, 


They 
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(13) | 
They tell of a Tree in Jap», that flou- 
riſherh, and is fruirfull, if kept in a dry 
earth ; but with moyſture ( which cauſeth o- 
cher crees co flouriſh ) withereth. Such 1s the 


' fincere Chriſtian, to whom the croſle is a 


crutch, afflition raiſerh up his affeQion, 
and the heate of perſecution makes his graces 
flouriſh, and fruirfull ; bur che gencle-thows 
ers of proſperity decayeth his greennefle, and 
uſually makes his graces torpid , 1f nor live- 
leſle, | 

(14) 
Among the Twrks,every one is of ſome Trade, 
the Grand Seignior himſelf(chough Lord of fo 
many Countries, yer ) daily imployes him- 
ſelfe in ſome choſen Occupation : becauſe 
even Adam in Paradiſe was by divine appoint- 
ment not left idle: An huge condemnation co 
thoſe of our times ; who think ic a diſgrace 
to be ingaged in any proficable imployment. , 
whereby they may premore the comman 
200d; and cheir own ; being almoſt all one- 
ly of the trade of that Aſſirian , whoſe Mot- 
to was, Ede, bibe, tude, 


I5 
Herbert in his travells tells of Fowle, which 
if you ſhoore ſome, the reſt fly not away, bur 
tender themſelves an eaſie prey ro him char 
will 
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will kill chem. How many ſuch fooliſh met 
are there, whem others harmes make not 

wary, buc are intangled in the ſame fertets ' 
of luſt and miſery, wherein they have ſeen 
others, and themſelves have been formerly 


eninared ? 


(16) 

The River Tigris paſſing through the Lake 
"Arethuſa, mingleth not his waters with ir , 
buc recaines irs taſt and colour differenc 
from that of the Lake. Such ſhould che 
Chriſtian be, though converſing in the world, 
yer reſervins the ſavour of Godlineſle, and 
colour of religious _ unallayed. 

17 

The Virgins of Afiletw through anurn- 
kind Melancholy being their own executio- 
hers,and that miſchief much encreafing, there 
was a Law made, that thoſe ſo dying ſhould be 
carryed naked, & expoſed to view through 
"che City, upon which- chat evill ceaſed ; 
 triodeſty and che: ſhame of being ſo laid 
"open, though after death, prevailing more, 
'thet all ocrher contiderations could, How 
fad is ir, thar among us profefimg Chriſti- 
auity, - there ſhould be of the thamefacer 
ſex ſtraining healths through their Smecks, 
| &c; and profticuting rhat vertue, which by 
the heathen was eltimared at ſo high a rate ? 


The 


_ 
» — —— _ - 
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(13) 
| The Hircanang do uſe to banquer unger 
| the falls of their Rivers, as in the ſhade, 
' which are ſo ſteep, that they ſhoote over 
their heads, It often is, that wretched 
ſnners'rior ic under the guilc!of thole finnes, 
| thatatender conſcienced-perſon would trem- 
| bletothizu of, | | 


Ig 
They have Trunks in J/adia called 
Sampatans, through which they ſhoot arrows 
{> invenomed, tharif chey prickthe skin, iris 
very dangerous, bur if they draw bloud, ir is 
irrecoverably deadly, The firſt motions to 
ſin, ariſing fromthar root of bicterneſle, ap- 
peare never without ſad effects ; bur Lord, 
ler them never draw bloud by conſent fram 
my will, that their deadly venome ſhould 


ſeize my vitalls, 
( 20) 


Demetrins King of Syria,being taken priſe- 
ner by the King of Parthia,and by him mar- 
ryed cohis own fiſter, and with all defirable 
things entertained, oft atrempred, and at lat 
effeted an eſcape into his own Countrey. 
Lord , with what enjoyments ſoever I am 
derained from thee, yer ler the defire of my 
ſoute be to thy name, and tothe remem- 
brance of thee, and at laſt let me obraine an 
happy eſcape to thee. Maud 


__ 


OY . 


— 
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(21) 

Maud the Empreile being beſieged by the 
fqrces of King Stephen» in Oxford, when the 
ſnow covered the ground, made her eſcape 
chence, by arraying her ſelf and followers in 
yhire ſheery. Lord, I am beſieged by thy 
juſtice, and the guilt of fin compaſſeth me 
abour on every fide z bur On cloath me with 
the white Robe of thy Sons Righteouſneſle, 
that I may eſcape the execution of thy ven» 
gCAance, 


(22) 

Sixtus Quintus being a great abettor of 
the Sparifh Faction when a Cardinall,was the 
oreateſt enemy of it when choſen Pope, the 
Papall dignity not being compatible with the 
Spaniſh greatnefle in /taly, Lord, how far 
ſoeyer I abetred the reigne of fin in my heart, 
before I received thy Spirit of adoption ; yet 
now ler me ever be a zealous oppoſer of it, 
che Kingdome of fin being ſo inconfiſtent with 
the dignity of a ſon. 


25 
The Pap:fts ſay, that their piures of the 
Virgin Mary are exattly like her, being 
begun by Angels, and finiſhed by Saint Luke ; 
though *cis to be ſeen, that in them the Pain- 
rers have uſed their worced liberty, net two 


of. 


> »— O29” 
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of them being in all things alike, and one of 
them of no ſmall fame, repreſenting a black- 
more : Nay there wasa fellow ofthem, that 
( like Apelles with his Heller ) from the beau- 
ries of ſeverall courtiſans before him, drew 
the picture of this Virgine, How ſafe, and to 
our Credit 15 it, to contypue 1n the truth, for 
the children of the farher of lyes at ene time. 
or other, will ſhewtheir cloyen feer, and to 
our ſhame diſcover their breed, FR 


(24) 

Though the Northern people have made 
many irreſiſtible irruptions into the South , 
like a torrent bearing all before them ; yer 
"tis obſerved, that they never obtained any 
durable Empire, che Southern wit being an 
overmatch for the Northern ſtrength. If con- 
cupiſcence break forth, and hurry into fin, ex- 
ercifmg ſome ſudden a&s of tyranny, yer ler it 
not get any ſtable dominion : ler the efficacy 
- oy grace every day weare out the itength 
O . 


| ( 25) | 
Wilkam Wickham begging of King Edward 
che Biſhoprick of Wincheſter, was told' by 
him, It was not fit for him, be being nolear- 
ned man; to Which he anſwered, That 1»: 
recompence thereof, if his Majeſty pleaſed to 
beſtow it, he wonld make many lear@M mes: ; 
by which 
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which he effeed by ere&ing Wincheſfer Cole 
ledoe, How many of thoſe goods dedicated: 
to the incouragement of the learned, have: 
fince the dayes of Henry the Eighth, fallen 
intoilliterate mens hands? 'wwere well if 
they had ſo much of Wickhams conſcience, as | 
ro reimburſe ſome of them at leaſt, to thoſe: 
primitive pious ends. | 
Tx ( 26) | 
A certaine perſon of that Parliament, 
wherein the Stature for rhe releife of the poor 
fſed,and a great indeavourer for the procu- | 
ring of that At, coming down into the Coun- 
trey, askt his Steward what the people ſaid 
of that Statute ?' who anſwered, that he heard 
alabouring man ſay, that whereas formerly 
he was wont to worke fix dayes in the-week, 
now he would worke but four ; which. abuſe 
of that good proviſion, ſo affefted. that pious 
Patriot, that it drew teares from his eyes in; | 
abundance. Lord, thou haſt made many -pro- | 
viſions in thy Word for my ſupporration-and | 
comfort, and haft promiſed in my neceſſities | 
thy ſupply and proteCtion ; but let nor .my | 
preſumpriory of help from thee, cauſe my; © 
neele& of any bf. thoſe meanes, for my,Spi- | 
tiruall or temporall preſervation, which thou 


'F 


haſt injoyned, - '. - | i 
The |! 
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(27) 

The Sea called Sargaſſo, though four hun- 
dred miles from any land, and ſo deep as no 
; || ground istobe found by ſounding,yet abounds 
with an herb called Sargaſſo like Samper, ſo 
s |; thick chat a Ship wichour a ſtrong Gale can 

| hardly make her way, .Lord, 1f retmptationh 

| from without be never ſo far removed, yer » 
; - thecorruption of my heart, doth continually 
ſend forth the bircter fruits of evill thoughts, 

ſo that good ptirpoſes find very diffculc 

, |} pallage z but blow thou with the freſh gales 

'- of thy Spirit, that my reſolutions ro ſerve 
thee may have a free 75 notwithſtanding. 
| (48) 
| A certain perſon pretending himſelf borne 
blind, and cured of chat defeCt by viſiting the 
ſhrine of Saint Albhoz , with' great concourſe 
of people admiring the Sainr, and praiſing 
his faich, was brought before Hamphrey called 
the good Duke of Gloceſter, being ar that place 
thevery day of the cure ;zwho ſeeming to deſire 
ſarisfa&tion on the perfeRneſle of the cure, 
| askt the man What colonr his gown was of ? he 
; anſwered, Parple,and in that rightly, and ſo of 
** the colour of any other thing of which he was 
1: askr; where by he diſcovered his own hypo= 
'# crihe : for ſaid the Duke , If rhe Saint hath 
MV: you Jaur feht, he hath rot withail. g1= 
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ven you the knowledge of colours,which is not at- 
tained but by experience, Lord, thou haſt 
wrought a cure upon the eyes of OY by 
enlighrning rhem with thy cruth ; but let me 
not render thy cure ſuſpeRed, by undertak- 
ing to diſcerne. thoſe Myſteries, which are 
onely to be knowne by experience in heaven, 


( 29) 

Sir Edwin Sandys reporteth upon his own 
knowledge of devout Pap:ſts, who have dared 
to perjure themſelves in judgement, preſu- 
ming upon the preſent and eafie remedy of 
confeſſion. Lord, thou haſt in thy Word dif- 
covered repentance and faith in che Blond of 
thy Son, as the meanes of blotting our of the 
fins of my ſoule : and how apr is my heart to 
take liberry ro ſin, with purpoſe of applying 
this remedy againſt the evill conſequences of 
ic 2? bur lerme nor ſotrample under my feer 
the Bloud of rhy Covenant as an unholy thing, 
bur keepe me that ſuch preſumption may nor 
prevaile over me. 

(30) 

Upon the Coaſt of Norway the ayre is ſo 
ſubrilly peircing, thar ic inſenfibly benums 
the members, chills the bloud, and brings 
certain death, 1f not with ſpeed prevented ; 


25 our King James had experience, when 
there 


DEeOne > 
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chere he was a Royall Suiter ro Queen Anz; 
The ayre of ill company with a peſtilent con- 
caghon deth ſeize the hearr, 1f not with a di- 
ligent and conſtant refiſtancy repelled, Lord, 
I would not willingly be where ſuch a breath 
rageth, leſt like Joſeph I learne to ſweare by 
the Life of Pharoah ; bur if by thy providence 
I am caſt into ſuch company, ler me be like 
Sal: to ſeaſon them , and not be leavened 
by them. 
(31 

In the King of Perſia's Court, there was 
an allowance of ſeverall Countries for che 
maintenance of his wives apparell, one Coun= 
trey for the tire of their heads, another for 
rheir necks, and other for other parts of their 
bodies. The Exgliſh nation wants lictle now 
of being at that paſle ; for if a Gentleman 
have twenty Farmes, how many of them 
muſt be parcelled our for his wife ? one of 
them, unlefle of good revenue, not ſufficing 
to furniſh her wich laced ſhooes, and other 
tingling ornaments belonging to them : And 
truly chis vanity hath ſo far prevailed on 
both ſexes, thar ir ſtarved the poore, and 
driyen all good hoſpitalliry our of doores. 


A 


_ 


 Malkhamut the King of Cambaia, accuſto- 
med tinz{elf fo to the eacing of poyſon,that his 
2 breath 
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breath was venomous to thoſe that ſpake with 
him ; and thoſe women which he uſed for his 
luſt, were never rhe ſubjects of a ſecond dal- 
liance, bur dyed in the congreſſion, Thoſe 
that accultome themſelves to fin, their very 
company 1s contagious, but a firict familia- 
rity with them cannot be had, without the 
oreate(t danger, 
| 
(33) 


Bajaze: the great Twrke, being in his 
March againſt Tamerlane overheard a Shep- 
herd ſweerly rtunmg his Oaten pipe ; to 
whom he ſaid, Happy thou that art not diſtra- 
tted with theſe ſolicitous, and weighty cares, 
We of admire the peace and contentedneſs 
of the meane eftare, bur are more 1n love 
with the pops and vanities of the wealthier; 
like Alexander, who ſaid, Vellem Duogenes 


eſſe, fs eAlexander nou efſem, 
4) 


eApelles coming to the houſe of Protoge- 
ves, and not finding him at home, was by the 
ſeryanc required his name, that he might tell 
his Maſter who was there to ſpeake with him 
in anſwer to whom, -he askt for a pencill, and 
therewith drew a line on a tablet there ſtand- 
inz,and bid him ſhew that to his Maſter when 
he came hoine, at fight whereof by the Arr 


expreſt therein, Protogenes knew none bur 
Apells 
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Apettes hand did it, Lord, the impulſes of 
thy Spirit, of Saran, and my own corruption, 
make their accefles to my heart, bur without 
a name, by which. they may be knowne whoſe 
they be; bur if the lines drawne on the tablet 
of my hearr, be holy, regular, and conform- 
able to the rules of chy Word, I know then 
"tis chy hand that did it : bur if they imprefle 
other Characters, ler them be diſdained as 
none of thine, and the doore ſhur againſt 
them, as thoſe that are minded to deſtroy. 


(35) 


The Romane State never met With ſuch 
difaſterous fortune, as when aſlailed at their 
own doores; The Ganzles and Hanmball af- 
rerward Warring upon them in /taly, bring- 
ing their Common-wealth almoſt ro an utrer 
expiration ; becauſe in forraigne Wars they 
fought much with Auxilliary irengrh, beſide 
their own: In the itahan they were lefr 
coreſt upon their own leggs. Lord, I find 
my ſelfe indifferently able co refilt rempra- 
tion from without, thy grace being affiſted 
with ſhame, feare, and other helps which 
reaſon bringeth ; But the difhculry is, then 
to ſand when affailed by unruly paſſions, of 
waich no eye 13 Witneſſe bur thine own : 
therefore afſiſt chou that inſuſed principle, 


* With 
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with ſuch freſh ſupplies from thy ſelfe, that * 
though the combare be more arduous, yer the 
victory may be certaine. 

: (36) 

There being a great mutiny among the 
Souldiers of eMFlexarder the Great, he be- 
ſpake them wich the molt pacifying language 
that he might ; but obſerving that rather to 
exaſperate then allay their fury , he leaped 
from his Throne, and with his own hands ran 
his ſword through tome of the moſt mut1- 
nous ; upon whica the reſt relented, and 
begging his pardon, complyed with his com- 
mands, When my affections prove murinous, 
and rebell againſt grace, there's no arguing 
ofthe caſe with them, for they gather 
ſtrength by treary : but the way is, to fly in 
the face of them by an immediate dereſta- 
tion, there being no expedient in this caſe, 
like a ſpeedy reſolurion. 


37 

A Grecian RRF20 being at the Perſias 
Court, where 'tis expeed that reverence 
be dcne to the King, by proſtrating the bod y 
upon the ground, ( a thing ſo abhor'd by the | 
Grecians that they executed ſome of their 
Ambaſladors at their returne for ſo doing ) 
he purpoſely ler fall his Ring ar his entrance, 
rhar by {tgoping downe to take it up , he 

might 


DD 
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might ſeeme ro do'har reverence which they 
expected, and yer preſerve his own thoughts, 
by direQing his inten:ion to another purpoſe. 
Lord, how many have found out bolder and 
balder inventions, wihetewich ro chear theit 
coniciences,: for the accemyliſhing of theit 
ends, acting, though more plauſibly, yer no 
lefle certainly contrary- to their principles ? 
bur do chou alfift me, thar T:tay exerciſe 
my ſelfe alwayes to have a conicience voyd 
of offence, firſt rowards thy ſelfe, and then 
towards men, 


8 

The Lacedemrians 2 ZW ſtaves exactly 
like, one of which the Generall had to the 
Wars, the other remained wich the Ephors : 
meſlages of importance and ſecrecy , were 
written upon lips of Parchment, rouled upon 
one of theſe ſtaves; weh being taken off, could 
not be read, { the lines anſwering unequally ) 
till rouled upon the other ſtaffe of the ſame 
ſize. Lord, the booke of thy erernall decrees 
15 the ſaffe kepr by thee, thar of thy Word, 
the Raffe delivered to me ; if the chara&ers 
of thy EleRion writren upon my hearr are 
legible applyed co chy Word , I am certaine 
they are ſuch as will be acktowledged by 
thee, when at that day, they ſhall be applyed 


to thy eternall decrees. 
| B 4 Undec 
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(39) | 
Under the Papacy, any ſins find. eafie ab- 


ſolution, if the perſon be not ſuſpeted of 
Preteſtariſwmze ; and avy opinions have tolera- 
ble favour, 1f not derogatory: I 
authoricy, How often ( behdes by:Fehs ) 
hath that queſtion- been pur, Who 15 on my 
fide, who? andif the party have been right 
for that cauſe, if his religion be that of Ma- 
homer, or his life like that of. Ap:ans, he 


need not doubt but he ſhall find fairenter- }; 


tainment, 


40 
. '; The Perſiax Et od by the Great 
Turke, burnes up all which may be. of any 
uſe to ſultaine manior beaſt; thar: choſe who 
could nor be. overcome by fotcez. might 
be. weakened with -fatrhine. Sine cerere  & 
Bacchofriget Venus, and not to 'make- provi- 
hon for the fleſh; is not the leaſt help to 
abare the ftrength of luſt, x 


455 vi (ag)! -4 | 
| Philozdes Alexanders Curnier paſhng trom 
Scicion,to Els, accomplithed his journey 


— 


thither in much more day-light, 'then he | 


could returne back 'againe ;. becauſe 'in his 
pallage Weſtward, he accompanied the Sun, 
in his returne Eaſtward, contrarily : Lord, 
in ſeeking afrer rhe things thagare ſpyicuall 

. . , ſr 


—_ 
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I find the comfort long abiding after thoſe 
purſuits, becauſe ip ſuch a&ions thy Spirir 
che Comforrer beares me company ; bur the 
leaſure of the things of this life 15 quickly 
nighted, becauſe thy Spirit leads another 


courle, 
(42) 


At that memorable batrel berween the 
Carthagimans and Romanes at the —_ 
mene Lake, a very great earthquake ( at the 
ſame time happening ) was not apprehended 
by either Army, The moſt important and 
ſhaking cenſiderations, never ſo earneſtly 
preſt, ſeldome obraine audience from hearts 
raken up with the immoderate cares after 


chings of this life, 


'Tis a tradition thar the elder Church uſed 
tae recitation of rwo Creeds, that called the 
Apoſtles, and the MNrceze, the one with a 
low, the 'other with a loud voice ; becauſe 
the firſt was compoſed.in the times of perſe- 
cution, when the Church durſt but as 1c were 
whiſper its Confeſſion ; the other in thetune 
of peace, when it might make a bolder pro- 
teſlion. Lord, if it be thy will, give us peace, 
char thy Truth may be ſpoken loud, and pro- 
fefled publickly ; if otherwiſe, give us that 
mpm9iz nor to whiſper ir, bur profeſle ir 


boldly. There 


” 
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44) © 

Thete was a Beugalan not long fince, who 
is ſaid to live three hundred and chirty years, 
bur in that time had his hoary head changed 


toirs originall blackneſle, and his decayed - 


reeth ſupplyed with new ones. There's none 
ſhall live chat life which never endeth, bur 
are firlt new borne, and reſtored, as to thoſe 


—_ which Adams fall brought, putting 
off 


e old man which is corrupt, with his 
deeds, and purring on the new , which after 
God is created in righteouſnefle and true 
holineſle. 


(45) 

I have hugely NO. \... 7.0 Biſhop ſhould 
be cenſured by the Pope as an Heretick, for 
affirming Antrpodes ; the aſſertion being ſo 
rationall, and Phry long before having with 
ſo much evidence of reaſon, diſcourſt of ir . 
But, Lord, this 1s thy juſt Judgement, thar 
if we ſhur our eyes againft ſupernaturall 
light, we ſhould be fooles in that which is 
humane, 

( 46) 


The Great Mogull for his recreation, is 
ſaid, to cauſe his Huntſmen to ride forth 
on a tame Elephant, till they find a wild 
one ; with whom the tame committing hight, 
apd both engaged faſt by their trunks, _- 

to 


, 
« 
d 


ou 


| 


— 
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( co that purpoſe attending ) bind the ninder 
feet of the wild one, and to ſecure him. In 
like manner Harts are taken, by faftninga 
net to the hornes of a tame one, who 
fiehting with the wild, ſo ſurely entangleth 
his craggy hornes, that he eaſily becomes a 
prey to them that waite that opporcunity. 
How ' often is it, that the diflentions of 
Chriſtian Brethren, have not onely made them 
ſerviceable to the luſts and paſſions of wicked 
men, bur a prey alſo corheir crueley ? 


Ina $kirmi(ſh BALE che Proteſtants and 
Papiſts in thoſe civill Wars .in France, a 
ſouldier of the Proteſtants parry gained an 
horie, much eſteemed of by th2 enemy ; for 
the redemption of which, they offered three 
priſoners char cay raken ) in exchange ; bur 
that offer being rejected, chey inraged flew 
the men immediatly before his eyes : a few 
dayes after, the ſame ſouldier being engaged 
on that very horſe, was by his hery head- 
ſtrongneſle carried ſo far into the enemies 
Troups, that he could nor be brought off, bur 
was there laine, -and the horſe recovered, 
Lord, in that valuation which my heart ſets 
upon the things here, let me obſerve that 
due ſubordination, leaſt while I roo' much 
prize the things I love much,thoſe very things 

pra- 
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procure the Iofle of thoſe things T ſove 


more, 
048). 
At Boghar a Citie of the Zagathata: + 
Tartars, there isa River which cauſeth to 
them that drinke thereof a worme in the 
legge, whuch if not pul'd out, ar partially , 
proves certainly deadly. Such is fin if enter- 
rained in the ſoule, begetcing a guilt, and 
fearfull expeRation of Gods vengeance, and 
ſurely damnable, if not cleanſed our by faich 


inthe Bloud of Jeſus. 


The Germans knowing themſelves no mat- 
ches for the Italien, 1n reſpect of their 
craft and ſubtilty, make amends for char 
want, by a peremptory ſticking to thoſe reſo- 
lutions which they had before conliderately 
taken up, I tind my ſelfe no wayes able to 
deale wich that old Serpent, who hath fo 
many methods of deceic; bur let him ſay 
what he will, or can, Lord, do thou fix me 
irremovably on this reſolution, have ſaid 
I will keep thy Commandements alwayes, even 
-f0 the ed. 

(59) | 

The Inns of Poland vive no encertainnent 
co the traveller, but bace walls, wichour bed, 
ex board, o; other accommodation whatſc- 

ever : 
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ever: Alas how oft is my heart ſuch a gueſt- 
chamber to good thoughts and pious defignes, 
where they find ſuch welcome, as decayed 
perſons have from their wealthier friends, 


. (51) | 

In Peru a man may paſſe from Summer to 
Winter in a few houres, there being in the 
plaines a louring -skie, continually ſtormes, 
and everdropping clouds ; when ar the ſame 
time, the mountaines have a ſerene heaven, 
and a verdure in all reſpe&s ſuicable ro a 
Summer ſeaſon. Such variety deth my heart 
afford, where the old man rageth with unruly 
paſſions, and diſorderly affections, and irre- 
oular concupiſcences ; Bur blefled be God, 
within a little ſpace a berrer face of chings 1s 
to be ſeen, rhe regenerate part bringing in 
that calmneſle, mz&kneſle, and regularity a- 
oreable to a Goſpel Sunſhine : yea, even 
then the ſpirit is willing, when the fleſhis 


weake, 


(52) | 
When Cyrus befioned che Citie of Babiler, 
the River Enphrates was the greateſt obſtru- 
Etion to his defigne , till he cur our mas 
ny channels, and diverted the ſtreame into 
them ; which before, when uniced, was 


deeply Navigable, bur now divided, became 
in 
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In every place fordable, The diffuſion of the 


mind into variety of thoughts and (ubjeRs, 
renders it uncapable of any deepe ſearch; bur 
he is .like to be profound , that ſums his 
thoughts to one purpoſe till obrained : Ve 
my hedrt tothe feare of thy Name. : 


| F3 
There is a Plant in Swmbrero ( an Iland of 
India ) which is locomotive, the roote being 
a worme, like an houſe ſnaile ; if this Plant 
be taken up, it dryeth into a ſolid ſtone : by 
how much ic had exceeded other Plants in 
ſenſe, and motion, by ſs much more ( dege- 


nerating into a ſtone ) ic exceeded in hard- 


neſs. Thus it 1s with thoſe who being once en- 
lighrned,and by ataſt of the powers of the 


world to come, tranſporteg beyond the coms- | 


mon ſort of inconſiderats ſoules ; 1f they 
apoſtatize, they become the worſt, and molt 


ſony hearted of men, bicrer ſcoffers, or cruel 


perſecutors. 


(54) 

The City irnieſpure of the Guelphian FaCti- 
on,being beſieged by the Emperour,and cruel- 
ly threatned, the women of the City beſought 
him they might have leave to deparc z taking 
with them only what they could car:y cn their 
backs ; ro which he conſenting, they,each paſt 


forthz 
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forth, bearing on their backs cheir husbands. If 
love could ' procure a compliance between 
married couples, inthoſe things not ſo eahily, 
nor ( in ſome reſpe&s ) poſſibly ſo ſeemely , 
yet for generall advantage, it would be found 
an expedient oftentimes conducing, not to 
the comfo:t onely , bur ſafety of both, 


(ss) 


Peter Walde a rich Merchant in Lyoxs, 
walking the ftreets with ſome of his friends, 
one of them fell ſuddenly downe dead : with 
which ſpeacle he was ſo affected, thar he 
immediately reformed his life, & became the 


; beginner of the Waldenſes, which for bo many 


ages have ſtood forth couragious Confeſlors 
of the Truth. Lord, how ſuddenly and un- 


. | expectedly mayeſt thou call for this breath 


chat is in theſe noſtrils, and time ro me ſhall 
be.no more : let me therefore improve the 
preſenttime to do thee ſervice, ahd ſecure 


' my ſoul, being the time ro come depends up 
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on ſo much uncertainty, 
(56) 

There is a tree in Mindanao, the halfe of 
which Eaſterly ſired,is a great Antipoiſon; but 
thar part reſpe&ing the Welt, the greateſt 
poyſonin the world, So is it inthe regene- 
ze, where the fleſhly part perpecually 

18s 
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brings forth the venomous offipring of vile | 
luſts, bur the ſpirituall partis ina conſtant | 


reſiftancy againſt thoſe poyſonſull efte&s. 
7) 


There are a ſort of fiſhes in the Southern 


Ocean, which when purſued by other fiſhes |: 


in the Sea, fly into the ayre,s bur are then 
made a prey to aSeafowle, which continually 
watcheth that opportunity.. Lord, if I am 
in private, my own unruly paſſions diſquier 
me ; if in publick, remprations from without 
aſſault me : bur Oh, ler thy grace be ſufficient 
forme ; hat though I be Concaſſws, I may 
not be Excuſſus, though on every fide 
and ever aflailed, yer never overcome. 


| (58) 
» There 1s an Idollin CMadure( apart of 


the Eaft-Indies) called Chocanada, which | 


(they ſay ) in a viſion willed a Prieſt to fig- 


nifie to the King of Madyre, that one of they | 
two mult abide 1n his houſe : 'upon which he |! 


( unwilling there ſhould be any comperitton 


between him and his Idoll ) refigned his Pa- | 


lace to him. How 1s it that we are teſſe com- 
plying with our God, nor expelling that warſt 


part of our ſelves, our lnſts, that he may be | 


;ncempled in our hearts, | 
A 


a. 


| 


| 
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59 

A certain Noble man of France was wont; 
when his Armor was buckled on, and approa- 
ches made to barrell, co be raken with ſuch 
4 trembling, that ic looſed the rerencive fa- 
culty of his body ; yer valourous in the face of 
his enemy; and wich much courage loſt his 
life at the battle of Pavye, Lord, the very 
choughe of what perſecutions may ' befall 
becauſe of thy truth, makes my heart trem-*- 
ble ; bur if thou ingage me in chat combare, 
ſupply me with thy affiſting grace, that like 
that Saunders, my preſent weakneſſe, may be 
ſucceeded with a moſt ſtour conteſtation 
againſt thy mot inveterate, and bictereſt ene- 


mies. 
( 60) 

The c/£gyptians were wont with great coſt 
and enquiry ro ſearch our a Bull co be their 
Apis ; whom having worſhipped for a time, 
afcer their ſuperſtition they drowned ina 
founcaine, and then wich great lamentation 
for his lofle, they imployed the like coſt, and 
quelt for the finding of another, Oh the 
hazards, and hardſhips , wherewith che things 
of this world are ſought by us, which being 
had, we as foolithly ſpend, as if in- 
deed Satizs efſet querere, quam guage 
ffe, when like the Hyvke we leave 

C this 
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the killed Quarry, and purſue that which 
flyes away, 

(61) 

The people of Numidia are ſaid, not to 
waſh their hands in ſome yeares, az excuſab/e 
fault, for they have not water 1n thoſe 
Deſerts wherewith to do: it. If the poor 
Indian be an irreligious, prophane, unmore 
frified finner, he will be in ſome reſpe&, or 
comparatively excuſable, the Fountaine ope- 
ned for fin and for uncleanneſle, being (er 
far off from bim ; but what Apology will be 
found for ſuch in our Weſtern world, where 
that fountaihe is Pre manious, 


( 62) 

There is a Poole in Comeger-a, that ſends 
fortha mud that burneth, and is not to be 
quenched, bur with earth. Lord, my heart 
emits bu-ning detires after worldly things, 
which will be quenched in the grave at laſt ; 
Oh chat the conſideration of my latter end 
might do 1t now. 

(63) 

The ſame yeare that Sagurtum was deſtroys 
ed by Hannball, 2 child was borne there, 
which forchwith returned back againe Into 
his mothers womb, Lord, the miſeries un- 
dergone by us iv this vale of teares, might 

Te 
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make us ef his mind, who taid, that they were 
happieſt who were never borne , and they 
next which dyed ſeoneſt ; bur it it be thy 
will that they ſhall be ſuffered by us, yer let 
them by thy grace be ſan&ified rous,, that 
what is neceſlary may yer be profitable, and 
what cannot be avoided , may yer be the 
becter by patience endured. 


( 64 

They tell of an huge golden Idoll among 
the Eaſt-Indians borne 1n a maſly charior, 
dtawn by foure Elephants in proceſſion, undes 
the wheels of which many perſons (ſomrimes 
co the number of five hundred at once ) put 
themſelves, and are ſs ſqueezed to death * 
at which times alſo, many cut off gobbers of 
their fleſh, and offer them ro the Idoll, 
flaying themſelves art length in like devotion. 
Hey me, that ſuch ſhould be the effeQts of a 
blind zeale to a blinder Deity, and rhat we 
ſhould ſhrink from rhe ſervice of the living 
God for feare of the loſle of profir, or credit; 
yea, thar thoſe our luſts ſo peremptorily re- 
yy » ſhould not be cur off in deyotion to 

im, 


(v5) = 
You may behold the e/fgyprian temples 
en the outſide glorious wich all poſbble 
C3 Mags 
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magnificence, bur within no other Deity | 
then ſome vile Car, or other ſuch contemp- 
tible creature. So 1s it with the outward 
pomp of Papiſticall devorton, yea, and with 
the hypocriricall formalities of an onely out- 
ſide Religion, where nothing is more 
folemne, then the furniture of ceremonies, 
nothing lefle then the devorton of hearts. 


(66) 

At Segelmeſſe a City in Nymaia they have 
no Fleas,(a priviledge they much boaſt of )bur 
are miſerably infeſted wich ſcorpions. Wick- 
ed men think they are greatly happy in being 
free from the preciſenefle, and troubleſome 
Iimitations which the godly comply with, 
a poore priviledge, if compared with thoſe 
ſcorpions, aſſured guilr, and rerror of con- 
ſcience which every a& of fin brings along 
with 1t, 

( 67) 

Captaine Sarzs (ailing ro Japan, divers cf 
the Japarenſes by a Religion the Jeſuits had | 
tauvhr them, fell down'on their knees ro the | 
pictures of Yeni and Cupid, in the Captain2s | 
Cabbin, ſuppoſing them to bz the Images | 
of Jeſus and his Mother : this the Jeſuits | 
will excuſe and ſay, though the object be 
erroneous, yet the worſhip was good, the 
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intention being aright direed, Lord, if 
my charity have been miſtaken, thinking I 
' haverelieved the truly neceflitous, when I 
have given toa ſinrdy vagabend; yer accepr 
I pray thee the ſincerity of my 1ncentions to 
do 200d to thy diſtrefled members, and far 
the time to come, ler my miltakes be on the 
right hand, like thoſe who inſtead of being 
Hoſts to ſtrangers , entertained Angels 
Unawares. 

(68) 
There 1s a Well formerly dedicated tg 
upiter Ammon, which is very warme in the 
dawning ef the day, bur cooleth as the Sun 
Fers to his height, and after recovers its 
warmth as the Sun beams decline from it. So 
1$1t with the heat of ſpirituall zeal of pious 
ſouls, which the Sunfhine of proſperity us 
ſually makes languid, and well were it, if ic 
could be againe _——_ as that declinerh, 
69 

A certain Merchant travelling through the 
Lybian Deſerts, being oppreſſed with thirſt, 
gave ten thouſand Duckets for a Cup of wa- 
ter, How ſenſible are men of their bodily 
wants 2 and how expenſive in ſupplying 
them ? bur how many would dye eternally, 
tarough the ſpirituall rhirſt of water of life, 

| CY befors 
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before they would be at the thouſandch pare 
&f thar coſt for ſupply ? 


(79) 

The Indian King of "I in his Coro- 
nation was cloathed wich a garment pain- 
red with Skulls, and dead mens bones ; thoſe | 
rude people incending co admoniſh him in 
his new Soveralgnty, "of his own mortality, 
And how well were it, if wich us of more 
knowledge, there would be more remem- 
_ of thoſe chambers of death, where 

—_—_— and vanities of this world (hall 
pale, bur a long reckoning ſhall remaine to 
be accounted for. 


(71) 

The Ifle of Saint Thomas upon the coaſt 
of eAfrick,, 1s ſo exceſſively hot, that Ex- 
ropean bodyesare not able to walke there, ' 
and the earth perperually drie, there being 
n2icher Rivers nor raines ; bur in the mid' {t 
of the 1fle, there 1s a mountaine, ſtored with 
Wood, over which a cloud continually hang- 
eth, thar diftilleth ſo large a dew upon thoſe / 
frees, as runneth downe thence ſo plen- | 
eifully as ſupplyeth che thirſt of men, and 
bzaſts, and plants, Lord, this heart of 
mine is a8 2 barren and thirſty land, where ' 


no water 15, and the hear of inordinate deſires 
ſo | 
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ſo rageth, thar reſolutions of well Coing are 
languid, and rhe exerciles of thy grace faint; 
But Oh, ler the cloud of thy preſence be 
upon the mount of my retirement, thar from 
chence may flow plentifull diſtillations of 
thy grace, for the remedying this barrenneſs, 
and relieving this faintnefle : { will 741 the 
way of thy ( ommandements, when thou. ſhalt 
enlarge my heart, | 

| 02) . 

A certaine perſon fallins into the hands 
of the Indian Cariballs, being ficke - and 
faint, was by them diſmilled wichour farther 
harme, as being judoed by them unwhol= 
ſome food, How often is it that rhoſe very 
things which we lament, and trouble: us, 
by God wiſe and &racious diſpenſation bes 
come preſervations to us, 


73 
The Commons of Englasd being very 
importunate' with Edward the- Fourth, to 
make War in France, he conſented to ſatis- 
fie thetr importunicy ; though willing rather 
co enjoy the fruit of his Wars, and tolles, 
and ſpend the reſt of his dayes in peace-: 
Therefore he takes with him a dozen of far 
Capon-eating Burgeſles, who had bzen the 
moſt zealous for that expediuon, theſe he 
C 4 umployes 
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Jmployes in all Milicary ſervices, to lye in | 
the open fields, ſtand whole nights upon the | 


Grards, & cauſes their Quarters to be beaten | 
up with frequent Alarthes ; which was fo | 


intollerable ro thoſe fat paunches,accultomed 
tolye on their ſoft Downes , and that could 
hardly fir on a Seffions Bench wichout their 
nods, that a treaty being motioned by King 


Lew, none were ſo forward to preile the | 


acceptance of his offers, and haſten their 
returne into England, as they ; and when 
there, to excuſe to-little done by the Kirig, 


with ſo great preparations, Lord, how ſhall | 
I be able ro keep way with the Horſemen, | 


if I cannot hold out with the Foot * how ſhall 
I be able to Rand in the day of bartell, when 
In the cauſe of thy truth there muſt be a re- 
fiſting to bloud, if I am nothing a&tive in 
refiſting of fin now ? am | like to abide in 
rhe Watch-rower whole nights, thar like the 
Diſciples cannot watch one houre to prevent 
rempration ?' Oh let me be therefore much 
in ſpiricuall exerciſes now, and in cutting 
eft the right hands and plucking our of the 
right eyes of corrupt defires, that I may be 
ready ro deny the conveniences and pre- 


CE 0. oats. cam = y 


ciouineſles of life , when the emergences of | 


thy intereſt ſhall call me to it, 


Io 
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7 

In the Province of Ia. in South Ane- 
rica, the mens heads are ſo hard, that they 
will break a ſword ſmitten onthem, Alas, 
how many are there of ſuch darkned under- 
ſtandings and ſeared conſciences, that thoſe 
piercing diſcourſes which have deeply pene=- 
trated others, make on them no 1impretiions, 
bur are returned back wirh ſcornes and ſcofts, 
or daſht in pieces without effe&. 


3 

Cardinall Campeins being ſent by the 
Pope Legate into Ergland, abour the di- 
vorce of Henry the eighth from rhe Lady 
Katherize ; Landing ar Dover not in ſuch 
equipage as was by Cardinall Woo/ſey thought 
meere for his dignity, he ſent him divers 
Mules and Mulecers richly habired, to fu- 
niſh tis train more pompouſlly ; theſe paſ- 
ſing with the ſaid Cardinall through che Ciry 
of London, where all the Citizens arranged 
to expreſle their devotion and his wel-come ; 
being diſturbed by ſome accident, fell a kick- 
ing and flinging ſo, as down fell their Cof- 
fers broken upon the ſtones, which were 


> thoughrro containe precious treaſures , and 


nch apparell ; but inſtead thereof, our flew 
old Bootes and Shooes, broken Bridles , and 
| Gitts, 
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Grrts, to the ſolemne derifion of the red |} 
' Hats. Lord, to what pur-oſe will it bz to | 

make a ſhew, and but a ſhew of a long train * 

of graces, when my emptineſle ſhall be ma- | 

niteſted ar that generall aſlembly of men and 

Angells, and my hypocrifie will make me 

bur the more abundantly aſhamed; 


s (77) 


There 15a ground in ſome part of Traly, 
into which vhar 15 driven 1s ſo faſt detained, 
as not to be pulled out, Lord, make my heart 
of ſuch ſqile, that rhe impreſſions of thy 
Word, which alas have ſo often been like 
untimely fruit, ſhaken oft with every wind , 
may be fixed paſt poſſibility of refnovall, 


(78) 

The Ocean continually floyerth into the 
Mediterranean Sea, by the Straits of Gibral= 
tar ; and the Euxime alwayes floweth into 
the ſame Sea by the Propontiche; yer is there 
no appearance that rhe eatrterranean 1s more 
filled, chough no paſſage whereby it ſends 
forth its waters 1s diſcovered; nor ſeemeth 
the Exxine Sea any thing leflened, rhough 
rhere appeare ns ſupply of waters to ir, but 
by ſome ſmall Rivers. Many there be of 
large revenues but bate purſes, who yet are 

| {tra.T 
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Rrait handed to aRts of chariry, while others 
free to good works, and of much meaner 
incomes, are yet well ſtored with that, which 
co thoſe good ends they daily ſpend ; vaine 
expences by aprivate conſumption waſterh 
the one,while Gods blefling by a ſecret retri- 
burion, returnes with intere{(t what was laid 
out upon his account, 


Neere Aſs there are ones which in few 
dayes, not onely conſume the fleſh of dead 
bodies, bur the very bones roo ; and there 
Is an earth in Paleſtine of the ſame operation, 
Lord, ler the mortification of this body of 
death in me, be of the like ſpeedy execution; 
that thoſe luſts which are more confirmed 
and ſeeme more durable, may through the 
power of thy grace have a quick conſumption, 


8 ) 

Tulius Ceſar WW raken at Pharſalia and 

T hapſus the Cabinets of Powpey and Scypio 
his utter enemies, Wherein were many Let- 
cers from their partakers, whereby the men 
and their defignes againſt Ceſar would have 
been diſcovered ; by a rarer example then 
our dayes have yeilded, withour once read- 
ang the incloſed Epiſtles, cauſed them all 
c0 
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ro be immediately burned, Lord, that book: 
wherein all,even my moſt ſecrer inquiries are! 

ritten, will by the accuſer at thar day be 
brought before thee ; bur ler thy mercy blot 
our tnat hand-writing with the bloud of thy 
Son, that no charge may be framed there, 
either to confound or ſhame me. 


(89) | 
'Tis ſaid of eMgeſilaxs King of Sparto, that 
He ruled his Countrey by obeying it, gaining 
ſo far upon the Sphor: and Sexate by comply- 
ing with what they defired, that he might do 
what himſelfe would, Lord, what freedom 
Is 1c to be thy ſervant? for I may then do | 
what I will, 1f I will do but what thou com- 
mandeſt; in doing thy will, I cannot do 
amiſle, bur in ſerving thee, ſerve my ſelfe, 


(81) 

King Pirrhus being asked, Whither 
Pythoz or Cepheſias were the beſt Fluteplayers, 
anſwered, that 1” his Tadgement Polyperchan 
was the beft Captaine ; intimating that it was 
not worththe enquiry, who were beſt $kil d 
1n thoſe Arts, which were ſo little pertinent, 
Lord, ler me be offerredly ignorant of thoſe 
things that are wicked and vaine; well may 


che children of this world be wiſer in thoſe 
| Lhings 
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things of their generation;then the children of 
Light. The potterity of Cam are ſtoried 
to be the firſt inventers of Arts; they might 
be witty in that upon which they were wholly 
intent : the pious ſeed had their aimes above; 
they might well overlook what others ſaw, 
whoſe eyes were fixt below ; but when God 
comes to reckon up the wits of the world, 
thoſe onely will be accounted witty, that 
are ſo for heaven, 


(82) 

Summers, Henry the Eights Jeſter, kept 

a Catologue of the indiſcrecions of the Court, 
which the King deſiring to fee, found his own 
name there, for intruſting an [raliar with 
ſome thouſands of Crowns to buy Barbary 
Horſes ; bur faith the 'King, How f he do 
returne, and bring the Horſes I gave him ms- 
»ey for ? "tis then ( ſaith Summers ) onely 
the blotting out of your name, and putting 
bis in, How ofren are we guilty of fuch im- 
providences, wherein our ſuccefle 1s to be 
aſcribed, not to our wiſdomes, bur others 
folly ? ſuch ſuccefles are like wellfavoured 
children of an uncomely venter, when though 
we dandle the b+b::, yer weare aſhamed of 
the mother : whereas what 18 done uprighely, 


and done prudently, may like natue 
produce 


| 
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produce a monſtrous birth, bur hath ever its | 


excuſe made for it ; though it may be blam- | 


ed, it cannever be ſhamed, 


($3) | 
Polienclus ( a very far man, in an hot day ) 
perſwading the Athemans in an Oration, to 


. 


make War with King Philip , Phocian told » 


the people, they ſhould do well to undertake 
it wpon ſuch a mans motion, who was likely 
todo much with his Armer on his back, that 
was 1n ſuch a ſweat with delivering an Oration, 
We are ready to think we ſhall appeare much 
or God, if we are concerned to reſiſt unto 
loud ; but hew unlikely, when we come 
ſo poorly off in our contentienagainſt any poor 
luſt ? 
- \. | 
Ageſilaw being lame of one of his feete; 
was wont to prevent the mocks of others, by 
merrily jeſting himſelfe at his own infirmity, 
Lerd, we are Mephibeſheths lame in both 
our feet, when we are to run the wayes of 
thy Commandements ; but our lameneſle 1s 
leaſt ſubje& to thy cenſure, when '1t 1s hoſt 
under our own. 
(85) 
The Elephant though of- the greateſt bulk, 


- 


| 


_ 
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Ind valteſt firength, yer above any -other | 
| Creature | 
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| creature is plagued with flyes, and leaſt able 


ro :emedy thar inconvenience , not having ſo 
much as an haire on his rayle wherewith to 
drive them away.Lord,wich how many incom- 
modities haſt thou alkayed the great things 
of this world, ſo, that it is queſtionable ( even 
to carnall reaſon ) whether great matters wich 
their many evills, are more eligible then leſſe 
with fewer troubles, Oh therefore, let me 
not be diſconrenced with my meane eſtate, 
being a greater cannot be had wichout dife 
content. | 
(86) 


L, Domitizs having drunk poyſon witch 
intention to rid hitmſelfe our of this world, 
for feare of being Ceſars Captive, afrer- 


: wards would by all meanes have hindred the 


—— 


operarion ofir, Lord, in our exigences and 
ſtraits we are free to make large promiſes of 
what we will do for thee, and give unto thee, 
bur when the ſtorme 1s over, and the pre- 
ſent paſſion downe , we with that the @bli- 
gation had never been made, and deviſe 
ſhifts how the penalry may be avoided : Bur 
let us be aſhamed of this inconſtancy, and be 
eſtabliſhed in che f1-{t reſolucton, not onely 
becauſe thou wilt not cancell the bond, but 
becauſe the debris moſt juſt withour ic, 


That 


4.4. Hiſtory Improved. | 
(87) 

That famous Cato was fourty four times} 
cal'd into Judgement, yer every time acquit-! 
red, Oh how happy is it if we have envious! 
and malicious accuſers, yet to have impartial: 
and upright Judges ? Lord, how often doth 
Sachan accuſe me before the Throne of thy! 
juſtice ? yer while thy Son 1s my Advocate) 
wich thee, I ſhall be acquitted ; not becaulc 
I am not guilcy, but becauſe he is Righteous, 

(83) | | 

Alexander the Great being preſented from! 
the ſpoiles of Dari*, with a moſt rich Cabi- 
net, beſet with Gold and what. elſe might 
make 1t more precious ; and his friends each 
of them giving his thoughts , What uſe it 
ſhould be for ; ſaid, that the Books of Ho- 
mer ſhould be kept in 1t , as judging them, 
fitreſt to be reſerved in ſo precious a recepy! 
tacle. Lord, thou haſt given us thy Scrip- 
tures, better Books then thoſe of Flomer,) 
and my heart 15 my moſt precious Cabinet :| 
Let other things be rejected as leſle vajuable, 
bur Jer theſe bz not onely laid up , bur writ- 
ten 1n my heart, yea let them like Aaror: 


—_— Rod bloſlome and bearce fruit! 
4l'o, 
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RS. /, 

Ageflaus in his travels was wont to lodge 
in the holieſt places of the Temples of the 
Gods, that they themſelves might be wit- 
neſles of his private doings. Lord, there is 
no place bur hath thee for a ſpeRtaror, and we 
have call'd thee ©, from our apprehenſi- 
ons of thy allſeeing preſence;ler me cherefore 
be aſhamed re do that when thou onely art 
conſcious , which I would nor ſhould be 
laid open to the veiw of men and Angels. 


Alexander the Great ſending to the Arhe- 
mans, that they ſhould deliver up the The- 
bans which had fled to them, unlefle they 
would have him War upon them : Phocrar 
being defired ro ſpeak his opinion, ſaid , 
That truly he lamented much the caſe of thoſe 
Thebans : but 1t were better for one City to 
mourne, then two, Lord, thou requirelt of 
us the delivery up of the concernments c£| 
fleſh and bloud, if we would have thee our 
friend ; though we are loth co part from 
them, yer it 1s better that the body lament 
the loſle of thoſe deare conveniences, then 
that ſoule and body both lament eternally 
in Hell. 
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(.91 

Art the barrel of £9) where Edward the | 
black Prince led-the Ya», ( being then bur 
eighteen yeares of Age ) the iing. his Fa- 
ther drawing. up a (trong patty to a riſing | 
ground, there beheld rhe conflict, ina rea- 
dinefle co ſend reliefe where .it ſhould be 
wanted : The young. Prince being ſharply 
charged and iv ſome danger, ſends to his 
Father for ſuccour, who delayesto.ſend any ; 
{that another meſlenger comes to crave it, | 
to whom he anſwers, Go tell my ſon, that 
I am not ſo unexperienced 4 Commuuader, as not 
to know whtrt ſuccout 15 wanted, ner [» careleſſe 
a Father as not then to ſend it : but he intend- 
ed the honour of the day ſhould be his ſons; 
and therefore fer him with courage ſtand to 
it, and be aſſured that help ſhould then be 
had , when it might conduce moſt to his re- 
nowne. God draws forth his ſervants to 
fight in tne ſpiricuall warfare, where they 


| are engaged not onely againlt the ſtrong 


holds of carnall reaſon, and the exalted ima- 
oinarions of their own hearts, brit alſo inthe 
pitched field again(t Sathan, and his wicked 
inſtruments ; but they ( poor hearts ) when 
the charge 1s ſharp are ready rodeſpond, and 
cry with Peter, Save Lord, we periſh, but 
God is too knowing to overſee their 

exivences 
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| enigences, and coo mucha father to negle& 
their ſuccour, bur if help be delayed, ic is char 
the viory may be more glorious, by che dife 
ficulry of overcoming. 


'Q2 

"Tis ſaid of C WP": 1. cheugh he were the 
moſt avaririous man then living, yet above 
all men he hated thoſe that were ſo. Strange 
It 1s, that though likeneſle be che true catiſe 
of love, -yet proud and covetous men _ 
admit no fellow : a manifeſt conviction of 
the diſorder of fin, that agrees not with ics 
ſelfe'; whereas grace never is, bur is loved 
where grace is, 


A Getuhan Ul Li Fi aſſaulced by 

a Lion, and otherwiſe unprovided of refilt- 
2nce, caſt his looſe Toat upon the Lions head, 
whereby the beaſt ior only loſt his fiercer 
neſle, bur, as ifhis ſtrength had layen all in his 
eyes, was by the man eaſily taken and bound, 
When I have cobſidered what the Lions of 
England have ſuffered from the Romaane Bi- 
ſhops, I have even admired how . fo. great 
Rrength and courage could be ſo amated 2 
bur 1 obſerved the vaile of ignorance was 
. throwne over their eyes, which made them 
ſorame atid ſubmiſſive ro that See : a policy 
ſo vfren proved of great . advatitage; thar 
% 6 
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rothis day they are in doubr whether that, 
or Divide & impera be the ſurer Trump. Thus 
have we ſeen whole heards of ſtronger cattell 
ſubje& tothe diſcipline of a lirtle Boy, be- 
cauſe they poor creatures know not their 


CO REETIIWG on 


- 


— gm 


one ſtrength ; and it1s eaſfte to take him at | 
all advantage, that to prevent his own cala- | 


mictes 1s  withour eyes, 


; ( 94) | 
A certaine perſon, at a game among the 


Athenians call'd Caſting of the Dart, ſlew ac- 
cidentally with his Dart one of his compa- 
nions : Piricles (pent an whole day with 
ſome Sophiſters his familiars, in diſpnte, 
t#hether the Dart, or hethat threw the Dart, 


or he that mſtituted the ſport, were guilty of | 


the mans death; '. *Tis a Proverbe, The great- 
eft-C larks are not alwayes the wiſeſt men ; and 
certainly this 15. not the lealt part of their 
folly, that thzy delight ro canvaile frivolous 
queſtions, which engender (rife, rather then 
edifying ; and are witrily vaine, more then 
profitably learned, either ro others or them- 
ſelves : how many are there accurately ſeen 
in the difference between eſſe atid exifere, 
that yet are to ſeek in that great queſtion, 
what they ſhall doto be ſaved ? 


Marcus 
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. + C89) 

Marcus Lrvins Governour of Tarentur, 
for the Komanes, when Hanmball tooke it, 
kept the Caſtle till the Ciry was recovered 
againe by Fabins ; who then, envying. the 
honour done to Fabins for that exploir, ſaid 
in open Senate, that t was not Fabius, but 
himſelfe that was the cauſe Tarentum was ta- 
ken againe : Truth, ſaith Fabms, for if thou 
hadt not loft it, I had not won it, When man 
was at'firſt created, Liberum arbitrium - was 
made Governour of that eſtate of innocency, 
bur Freewill quickly loſt ir, onely ſome in- 
conſiderable remnants of natucall lighr re- 
ſerved : now, when glory 15-given to Chrift 
for mans reſtoration, Freewill Reps up, and 
boaſts its ſelfe the cauſe of mans recovery ; 
bur no otherwiſe certainly, then that man had 
not needed to be reſtored, if Freewill had 
not undone him firſt, 


(96) 

Aroſtotle being fick,& his Phyſitians intend- 
ing applications to himyſaid, T hat he deſired 
to be cured, not as 4 Farrier doth an Horſe,but 
as a man capable of an account of the way of 
the cure : that apprehending the reaſon of 
thoſe rece1pts, he might the betrer comply 
with the ditta{ifullneſs of thoſe pottons which 

D 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be received, Well were it, if in 

thoſe cures which State Phyfitians have ap- 
lyed in Religious cauſes, they would not 

5x dealt altogerher by Club Law, as if one- 

ly bruiteshad been their Patients ; bur have 


done us the favour, to let us ſee the reaſon ' 


of the cure, that what we could net rake as 
roorhſome We might yet as wholſome, 


( 97) 


o 
j 


A certaine wealthy Macron having promi- | 


ſed a young man to make him her Heire, dy- | 


ed, leaving him inſcribed in her Teſtament ; 
Who providing a ſumptuous funerall for her 
interment, ſhe in the very time of the ſo- 
lemnity ( being the ſeaventh day ) revived, 
and lived divers yeares after, to the tedious 
prerogation of his hopes : whence aroſe that 
Proverb; Malieri ne credas, ne mortue quidem, 
Lord, how often have I been perſwaded that 


CR... 


k 


this old man had been mortified, bur yer, to ' 


the ſadding of my hearr, I find it contrary 


to expeRation revived, Lord, let not my | 


hopes be diſappointed, though they be thus 
delayed, and if this body of death do nor die 
ſuddenly, yet ler it at laſt dye utterly. 
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Uratba in Pers is of ſo rich a ſeile, that the | 


ſeed of Cucumbers and Melons ſowne, will | 


beare 
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beare ripe fruics in twenty eight dayes after. 
How happy were it, if ſuch were the ſoile 
of my hearr, wherein the 1mmorrall ſeed of 
the Word might produce ics fruits with the 
like cxlinede, fertility, and plenty, Bur 
alas, how hinderly do all good purpoles ap- 

are ? how ſhort of expeRation, of rhe 
time ? how long ſhall 1 be wich you, how 
long ſuffer you ? 


(99) 

Thoſe Countries which are ſeated under 
the Line, have then their Winter when the 
uu is neereft them, being then continually 
vexed with raines and ſtormes, When 
the Sun of proſperity ſhines on men moſt, 
*ris uſually Winter in their hearts, and the 
rempeſts of rempration rage moſt there then. 


(160) 

The women in Brazil after their travell 
ſoone apply themſelves co houſhold affaires, 
the husbands in their ſtead , keeping theig 
beds, viſited, and comforted up with refto- 
rative broths, So fareth ic with thoſe vaga« 
bond beggers who are well ſupplyed from 
doore to doere, till they have full cheeks, 
and toating Noſes : whtle the pogre houſ- 
keeper who is aſhamed ro beg, lookes 

D 4 rip, 


Q 
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thin,and faint ; the ſwear of his browes being 
the bread of ' his family, yer without our 
provifion, or pity. 


(101) 

The Emperor Sig:ſmunds Army in his expe- 
dition againſt the Twrk,were ſo elevated with 
confidence 6f their own number , that they 
(aid,if Heaven ſhould fall,;chey ſhould be able 
co keepit off with their Halberts ; who yer 
were molt of them miſerably ſlaine by rhe | 
Turkes : and tis obſerved that very few Ar- 
mies have come off with victory, that entred 
barrell fledge upon the wings of ſelfe-con- 
fidence. The French at Poittiers and Agin- 
eoxrt, ſold the priſoners before the day, but 
found co their coſt, the Beare-skine was not 
ro be divided before *rwas taken. Thoſe 
that fight 1n thar ſpirituall combate againſt 
fin, Sathan, and his inſtruments, are then | 
ſtrongeſt againſt 'rheir enemies, when they | 
are weakeſt in themſelves. A faint hearted 
Saunders ſtands to his tackling in the fire, 
when a confident Peraleton quits the. field 
before any encounter. In this warfare we are 


more then Conquerors, but through him 
Laac hath loved us. 


414 141 I 
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| (102) 

Pilliam Gardiner who (truck the Hoſt out 
of the Cardinalls hand in Porrugall ; when he 
had his right hand cur off, rook it up with 
his lefr,and kifled ic : having his left cur off, 
ftooped down and kiſled thar alſo : and being 
burne afrerwards by degrees, rather roalted 
to death then burnt , ſhew'd ſuch magnani- 
mity as was exceedingly admirable. Thomas 
Benbridge (uffering for the Goſpell in Queene 
Maris daies,when the fire ſeiz'd on him,(not 
being able roindure the ſmart thereof)cryed, 
I recart, and ſo was taken out of the fire; 
bur afcerward repenting his fa&, was the 
ſeaventh day afrer burned with much Chri- 
{tian conſtancy, enduring the corment, which 
through the 111 making of the fire was very 
oreat, God glorihes himſelfe, nor onely in 
che courage, but inthe infkrmity of his ſer- 
vants. Gardrxers reſolution gave not more 
evidence to the truth, then Benbridg's weak- 
neſle, queſtionably wherher ſo much : for 
Besbridg*s ſoft nature fhew'd that it abhor- 
red rorment, and would faine have eſcaped 
the violence of fire; bur the evidence of 
truth was {o much upon his ſpirit, that ſeeing 
the deare things of the fleſh, and che con» 
cernments of the ſoule could not be m_ 
- ie 
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che fleſh was neceſſitated ( though unwil- 
lingly ) co the terriblenefle of corment, ra- 
cher then the ſoule ſhould deny the clears 
neſle of chatlight which ſhined into ir. 


XA 2, 
Galbaliyed in the Reigne of five Empe- 


roursin credit, and fortunate under all of 
chem;. bur when Emperour himlſelfe quickly 
ruined, and (laine, happier under others Go- 
vernment then his own. There is nothing to 
which the heart of man ( even an infancy ) 
fhewsmore diſguſt, rhen ſubjeRion ro ans= 
thers Government : That naturall juriſdi&i- 
on that one man hath over another ro adviſe 
and reprove, 1s nor without much reluRtancy 
ſubmitced ro by any ; eyen then, when the 
conſcience witnefleth the debt of obedience 
co God, the heart ſecretly wiſheth the can- 
celling of that Bond, and that there were no 
ſuch ſuperiority in God, Yet what creature 
needeth ſo much Government as man ? other 
creatures conforme to thoſe rules nature hath 
enjoyned : Man is ( above all other ) exor- 
birant, and never more happy then when 
moſt conin'd, 
7,  } Rn 

The Chariot Horſes of Claudizy Ceſar , 
Wiuch he ſent to the Curcenſan Games, at 
| the 


| 


—— 
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the firſt Rarting threw their driver, yer per- 
formed their courſe,and won the Prize. Thoſe 
that are of meane parts, and much exerciſe ; 
are able to do more when engaged, then they 
of greater abilities, and lefle uſe, 


| Io ) 

The Eatle of LEE ſent Embaſlador 
with ſome others by Herry the Eighth 
to the Pope , being admired to haye Au- 
dience, the Pope held our his Toe to him to 
kifle, which a Spaniell of the Earls ſeeing, 
catcht in his mouth, bur the Earle ( not liking 
to take his dogs leavings) left the kifle 
which he had firſt hanſelled, Sathan offer- 
eth filchy & tinking luſts under the pretence 
of pleaſure or honour to us, which vile and 
uncleane ſinners greedily catch at, and well 
were 1t, if we were tco curious to taft of that 
Cup, wherein thoſe ſwine have dabled. 


( 106) 

The War betweene the Duke of Burgur- 
dy and the Swiſſers, began bur for a load of 
Sheepskins, wherein the Duke ( refuſing all 
offers of accord ) loſt in three batrells his 
honour , wealth, and life. Of how great 
adyantage to us while we are in this world, 1s 


, mcderation; whereby, even eafily , thoſe 


differences 
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differences are accommodated, and miſchich 
avoyded, which our frowardneſle and obſi 
nacy widen unmeaſurably, and many timey 
involye us in utter ruine, paſt recovery. 


4 
PEP Vino oy me wp HH *' 


(107) 
Door Harvy reporterh of a Wench i 
1ng 1n the Countrey, which went to Londs| * 
chere in that Forreſt of people to conceal! 
her ſhame, and lay down her great belly;} | 
of which being delivered in the Monerh & 
September, and a few dayes after recoverinz 
ſtrength went home, where in December fol-, 
lowing ſhe was brought to bed of another 
child, to the manifeſt evidence of her diſho- 
nefty. Lord, this 1s not the leaſt of my infe- 
licines, char his heart doth ſuperfetare - 1 
ſuggeſtion of Satan is no ſooner brought forth | 
bar efrſoones my heart is delivered of ano-| 
cher ; "nay as Phzy reports of Ponticks Mice, | 
eventhe young ones yet unborne, are with | 
young. Therefore, Lord, as to theſe con- | 
ceptions, give my heart : what wilt thou give | 
It ? even a barren womb, and dry breaſts. 


(108 ) 


A Citizen of Megalopals being on nis 
death-b2d, and his friends lamenting > by him, 
4:1 ro them TN, Todyc:s mt grievous t9 me, 


hoping 
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ely hoping 11 the other world to meet with ſuch good 


company,as Pythagoras, Homer, Hecatons, 


# Ifthere be ſuch an aſſociation of affeRions 
| berween thoſe where Learning onely hath 


knit the knot, as to make death it ſelfe ro be 
deſired for company ; let the Apoſtles (- 
p19 difſelvi be no more wondred at, when the 
company to be enjoyed , are God the Judge 
of all, and Jeſus the Mediator of the new 
Teſtament, and the Spirits of juſt men made 
Perfe&, and the bond of Union eyen the 


ſame Spirit, 


GY Aa ARE | 
Hevry the Eighth being an hunting , anex- 
peed raine fell, whereupon one of his 
Noblemen came to. him, ſaying, It raines 
kardmy Leig, and hath ſpoiled Jour ſport ; to 
whom he ſaid, And ſo let it raine, When 
tnoſe things befall us, which are above our 
power , by our patient ſufferance we bring 
them under our Command, 


(110) 
" Atthe battell of W/ontlhrey, a Nobleman 
of the King of France his ſide, fled wichouc 
ſtay ro Luzignan, and another of the Earle 
of Charolois fide to Queſnay le Court, which 


are above three hundred miles afunder :- 
"wete 
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"(were wellif in all Wars the conteſt wete: 
who ſhould flee fartheſt, Certainly in the 
battell again|t ſin, he is lureſt of the viRtory, 
that leaſt comes neere 1t. 
+. + 
Policletus being to make two Statues, con- 
trived one of them according to the exa&t 
rules of his Art, the other according to, the 
fancy of every one that came by ; which when 
he had expoſed to publicke view, the firl 


I 


was applauded by all, rhe other laught ar by 
thoſe that had themſelves given direRicn 


L 


for its faſhion, What itching fingers hath} 2 
every mane perſon to be medling with thoſe} © 
In publicke imploymencs ; and they who car- ; 


not ken rcheir A. B.C. will yet take upon 
them to cenſure their Teachers, and dired 


for the management of their fun&ion, Yea} 


Lord, we are ready to ſay, Why is it thus ? 
and ro think if we had the diſpoſing & 
worldiy affairs,thoſe things ſhould never have 
been which have happened ; but we would 
more compendiouſly effe& thoſe ends whict 
we think God propoſerh ro himſelfe:But were 
it ſo; how would unruly paſſions and unbrid- 
led affeRtions diſtort us, and lead us into f4- 
Aons and fooleries, to the vexation of others, 
atnd diſquieting of ou: ſelyes, arid A 

1016 


h 
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| choſe ends, which culminantly ſhould; have 
| been 1N our Cyecs P 


F:2] © of PRE 8 

k Onah Iland onthe North of Scotlard,there 
|| isa Fowle which layerh bur one egg, and that 
þ faſtened by rhe ſlime which accompanies irs 
of produRtion ar the ſmall end on ſome ſtone, 
4 which ſbe harcherh by holding ic in her foot g 
1} bur if ic be removed from the place where 
jj It was faſtned no Art can fix it there againe, 
of Lord, thy Spirit ſuggeſterh an holy morion, 
;f and faſinerh on the tone of my hearr, with 
| char evidence of the holineſle, julinefle, and 
.| goodnefle of it which accompanterh it; which 
1} if attended to by a carefull hand, may be 
3 brought forth roan happy perfe&tion ; bur if 
irbe ler fall from my heart, by ſuffering that 
evidence to coole by negligence, or be diſe 
turbed by worldlinefle, *cis almoſt impoſſible 
in the like manner toreſettle it. 


(113 

There 15 an Hill upon the Coaſt of « Ame« 
,þr:ca, where ſuch plenty of Sea Fowle rooſt, 
|thar they cover it thick with their dung, ſoas 
ho Plant grows there, which the husbandmen 
carry thence for the manuring of their 
grounds, which makes them beare with 

incredible 
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incredible fertiliry, Lord, to that end. dal}, 
Saran beſpread my heart with the abominab 
filch of uncleane ſuggeſtions , that a gov 
chought might have no abiding there : 
ler that wicked one be diſappeinted. of his 
end, that what he intended fhould kill, tny' 
become uſefull to me, that thy grace may 
actuated, and exerciſed by what he deſigned 
ſhould decay it; and the abhorrency of tif 
peſt, may make me delight in, and be mor; 
hhetions in thy ſervice; 


114) 
Alexander the Tyrant of Pheren ſeeins; 
Tragedy a&ed, and being moved to teares/ 
a lamentable paſlage in1t; roſe up, and ſai 
co one of his familiars, that He was aſhamt, 
ro ſhew hinoſelfe commiſerating the fained ſuſſ 
riugs of others, and not to take pity of them. 
ſeries b 'J himelfe brought pon his own Citizth 
Lord, thou haſt diſpoſed the heart of man 
compaſſion; ne heart ſo ſtony but admits 
ſome degrees : diftrefled orphans and dil 
ſed Lazers we Ccannor but relent to, thobs 
not releeve : our greateſt cruelty 15 ro dl 
ſelves, to that beſt part of our ſelves, 
fouls, which may ſo juſtly lament, and cr) 
theſe are the wounds which 1 received! 
the houſe of my friends. 


Poughi 
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Es LE 
Ronght having been ar the Martyrdome of 
Anuftor, returning home was mer by a friend, 
and asked; Where he had been? who anſwered, 
'To learne the way ; which he went after- 
wards in a fiery Chariot. '7is better to go to 
the houſe of mourning,then the houſe of frubiex: 
Sadneſle.contraRting the ſoule, Mirth dilating 
ic, Bur 'cis excellent to be. preſent ar the 
deparcure of the ſervants of God, many rare 
experiences are to be learned there : Thoſe 
ſo travelling ih the very Thornieft part of the 
way to heaven, give both choice dire&ion 
and confirmation : The Devill rhen exer- 
cifing chem moſt, and with greareſt variety 
of remptations, and thoſe dying Swans never 
finging ſo ſweetly, as at their expiration. 


_ 


"2 4 hu (116) 23 
Charles the MLLLICE of Free ha- 
ving a jealouſie thar thoſe abour him.( by the 
inftigation of his ſon ) did intend co poyſon 
him, abſtained from mear ſo long, that when 
he would have eaten he could'not, his paſſa- 
ves being ſhrunk up. with coo much abſtt- 
nence, and ſo dyed miſerably of famine. 
There is a time when Gods Spirit ſtrives with 
man, motions to good are frequent and ve- 
hement »pon the ſoule, when with a certain, 

E violence 
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violence we are drawne to good ; the feare 

of God is before our faces, as with 'Balaan; | 
that we dare not ruſh into fin; bur if theſe | 
Rtrivings be (Hl refiſted, theſe motions | 
Oighted, and this feare repel'd,. the time will | 
be, when God will ſay my Spuric fhall not | 


alwayes (trive, | 


=  £207)-._. | 

Inthe. conſpiracy of Otho againſt Galba; | 
when Otho had invaded the Army, and was | 
acknowledged by it;there was a ſtrong report | 
that Otho was {laine; which very many of the | 
Senatars and Knights of Reme Bo pre- | 
ſented themſelves to. Galba, profeſſing their 
ſorrov, that the occafion to ſhew how much 
they would have done for his ſecurity was | 
taken away , of which yer ( when the truth | 
proved otherwiſe )/nor a. man did once ap- | 
peace ip his defenee, Lord, when thy juſtice | 
ſeemes to be ſuſpended, and becauſe thou } 
puniſhelt not ſpeedily, therefore. thou wilc | 
not at all; how daring and preſumprious 1s 
this heart ? what promiſes of pleaſure and 
ſecurity in fin doth it make ? but when con- 
ſcience is awakened, and the expeQaticns of 
thy vengeance received, it is not leſle ready 
to deſpond, then it was before preſumprious 


aid daring : Therefore Lord, rhough 1 defire 
| co 


Hiſtory Improved. 63 
ro ſerve thee out of a principle of oneneſle 
wich thee, and affe&ion ro thee, yer no 
bonds are too many ro reftraine rebellious 
corruptions, and I had rather che Rod ſhould 
be ever held over me, then I ſhould grow 
WvantGn, through che want Of it; 


LES 0 RE i 
Mount Taxrs hath his head continually 
covered with ſnow, though elevated far to- 
ward the Sun , when che much more low ly- 
ing valleys are parchr with exceſſive fervor, 

cauſe the beams of che Sun paſſing upon 
thoſe Hills obliquely , affe& them with little 
heat, herons helen the heat 15 doubled by 
reverberation. . Thoſe that are (fas I may call 
them ) hngle-guile Audirors, that give the 
word an heating, and but an hearing, are left 
with cold, and ſnowy affe&ions; but thoſe 
have their hearts(like the Diſciples journying 
to Emars) burning within them, that refleR 
the word back againe by mediration, 


1 C007 - | 
Philip Duke of b5 4 was wont. to ſay, 
That the Citizens of Gaunt love their Princes 
Sor well, bnt their Princes. never, Such 15 the 
fond heart of man, difliking . and weary of 
waar 151n preſent, & reaching after what 15 to 


p 


BE 2 come, 
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Come, Which when obtained we as much dif- 
ouſt and loath, as we before fondly purſued, 


(120) 

Grin&us lying upon his death bed, ſaid, 
That he was going to that place, where now 
Luther and Calum agreed well together, The 
Cifferences of Judgment that are berween 
g00d men, will be compoſed, or at leaſt qua- 
lifted in this life , when perſecurion cometh; 
bur they will be extinguiſhed in the other 
world, when we ſhall ſee no more in emg- 
mate,but face to face : but the animeſities that 
a:e berweene evill men, ariſing from corrupt 
aearcs; and curſed luſts, ſhall be exaſpera- 
rd in Hell, (where like the Army of Mid: 
an ) every mans ſword ſhall be againſt his 
brother; the Devils ſhall rorment men, and 
men one another, and there ſhall be conſent 
in nothing, but weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of reeth, 


_— 0 Hs 
Lews the Eleventh King of France, having 
deen a great oppreſſor of his ſubjeQs by ex- 
cefſive Taxes, when he grew old reſolved to 
redreſle that and other miſchiefs, where- 
by they had been oppreſſed - but was ina 
ſhore time after this purpoſe Ry by 
aeatn, 
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death. There are twelve hours inthe day, 
wherein men may Work, bur weare bad ac- 
comprants , and _— for rhe moſt part, 
thar bur five , which is paſt Eleven, and 
therefore as to all good purpoſes begin too 
hte ; bur happy is he that alwayes makes uſe 
of the preſenc, for he is ſure not to be diſap- 
poynted, nor muſreckoned, 


(122) 

Three Martyrs being bound to one flake, 
one of chem finding his heart ſadded , and 
fainting through the apprehenſion of the dan» 

, went from under the chaine and fell 
wnand prayed, and therein finding that 
comforr he wanted, roſe up joyfully, and go- 
Ing to his fellows, together with chem coura- 
fly ſuffered. Lord, we canſaile no fur- 

in this troublous Sea, thep the gales of 

thy Spirit drive us; if thoſe faile, we are 
preſently becalmed, even then- when our 
courſe 18 moſt vigorous; 'cis thou that not one» 
| Aer up our ſoules, bur arr the ſpring 
at moves them, if that be down their mott- 
on ro thee-ward ceaſeth, for 'tis thou that 
oives us to Will and co do, of thy good 


plealy r - 7 


E 3 Ageſi: 


"% 
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(12 
eAgeſilaus hearing news of the overthrow 
of Piſander, ar the very time of his joyning 
batte!l with the Thebars, cauſed the con- 
crary tidings to be reported in his Ca 
leaſt his Sonldiers ſhould be ras 
and came our himſelfe with a Garland of 
flowers on his head, and publickly ſacrificed 
to the Gods, giving them thanks for the 
g08dnews. We have ſeen much ſuch polt- 
tick Religion inour dayes, when there hath 
been praying, and faſting, and giving of 
thanks, not according to the truth of our con- 
cernments, bur mens ambirious ends : Bur, 
Lord, though thou halt been chus mocked, 
and Religion made a {talking Horſe to Polt- 
Cy, yet be thou found neverthelefle of thoſe 
chart ieek thee intruth, and thy ſervices not 
leile uſed,becauſe they have been thus abuſed, 


(124) 


Theramenes coming out of an houſe, was 
no ſaoner abroad, bur the houſe fell down, 
and cruſhed tkem that were in it ; which 
good fortune the Arthemazs congratularing, he 
faic, O Jupiter | what is it, for - which thu 
Baſt farther reſerved me * And nor long after 
9ngaging for the Common-wealth againſt 
the thirry Ty ants, was by them pur to _ 

. Los J 
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Lord, when thy : goodnefle ſuccoureth us 1N 
our dangers, and giveth us thoſe deliveran- 
ces which thou demielt ro others, ler- us take 
care not ſo much ro enjoy our lelves in thaCt 
fafery thou halt vouchſated us, as to anſweTr 
thoſe ends wherefore thou haſt preſerved us, 


(125) 2F5 
I read of the ſiſter of Edward the third, 
married to David King of Scots, that ſhe 
was called Jane Make-peace, How fortunate 
were it, if nor every Kingdome, bur every 
Family had one deſervipg that name ? For 
what animoſities are bandied berween kin- 
dred and kindred, neighbour and neighbour, 
man and wife, which an indifferent skill pi- 
ouſly affe&ted mighr eafily compole ? 


| 7: ? | 

'Tis faid of the Army of Vireltus, rhar in 
their march from Germany againlt Ortho, were 
vigorous and full of courage in induring the 
croubles and hardſhips of the War, and ready 
ro.execure the commands of rheir Caprains ; 
but in their march our of the Ciry againſt 
Veſpatian, they were faint for War, - bue 
prompt to all ſedition. Lord, we are then 
ready to diſpute thy Commands, when w2 are 
unwilling to do them ; and we are then 
| E 4 ready 
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ready ts eharge thy wayes as full of difficulty, 
when we are full of floth : We rhinke this 
will excuſe eur negle&, ro ſay, That we do 
what we can, when indeed we do but what we 
will, meaſuring our abilicy nor by our ftrengrh, 
bur lazinefſe : yea, we quarrel with difci- 


pline, 'and find many faults with the rigour, | 


or equity of it ; *ris nor becauſe rhe rule 1s 
not ſtraighr, bur we are crooked, and 1t 1s 
ukſome to comply with it. 


FO (127 ) 

"Tis faid of Ga!ba, rhat He could not ſo well 
be accounted virtuous,as without vices, "Tis 
not feldome thar civility is miſtaken for 
grace, and we pleaſe our ſelves that we are 
not as others are, then rhat we are what we 
ſhould be, Peter ſpeaking of thoſe that may 
apoſtatize , exprefferh chem, not by their 
actings of grace, bur T heir eſcaping -4 the pol- 
lations of the world + The finfullneſle of ſome 
fins may be diſcovered, and through the lighc 
of conſcience there may be an abhorring a- 
gainſt them, where yet there is no hearty clo- 
ſing with goed, nor affeRtionate application 
ro the wayes of Righteouſneſſe. Lord, ler 
therefore the new creature be formed in me, 
whereby I may nor onely Be purged from dead 

workes, but parified toſerve the living God, 
ETA T homas 


= 
- 
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(128) 

' Themas Hawkes going to the fixe, was re- 
queſted to give them a ſigne, whether the 
paine of burning were ſuch as might be with 

tience endured, which he promiſed ro do 


. by lifring his hands over his head ; being 


in che fire, and now toall mens apprenenſiens 
paſt moving, the holy' man remembred his 
promiſe, and lifring his armes alofr, clapped 
his burnt ftumps rogether three times, at 
then ſunk down wichout any furrher appear- 
ance of life, That the torment of fire ſhould 
de tollerable to the body, is paſt imagination, 
unleſle ir had firſt loſt the fence of feeling; 
but God that made the Buſh burne, bur not 
burne up, and corments bodies in Hell with 
fre without conſumprion, can make ftre con- 
ſume the body, bur not cerment, Yeaif men 
can make their conſciences ( naturally render) 
paſt feeling by cuſtome in fin, is ic much char 
God ſhould make che body paſt feeling 
that is dedicated to his ſervice, and ſv cauſe 
a bed of fire , ro become a bed of doune ? 
Lord, if ſuch an exigence by chy Providence 
befall me, ler me nor be ſolicicous whar the 
ſuftering is , but for thy aſſiſtance to beare 
Ir, 


Io 


_ 
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(129) _ 

In the conteſt berween Yitellus and Veſ- 
patian for the Empire of Rome, there were 
overtures mage to /itellins of agreement, to 
which he ( enervated by floth and luxury ) 
was willingto hearken, conſulting what place 
of preferment to Condi:ton for ; being con- 
rented himſelte to forger he: had been Em- 
perour, ifothers would'nat have remembred 
it. It ofrenfalleth our, that they who have 
led the formoRt ranks in Religious defignes, 
while godlinefle hath been proſperous ; when 
it hath mer with ſmart oppoſition, have fo far 
degenerated, as by a ſhamefull apoltaſie to 
fide with the adverſary, glad of any poor ad- 
yantages that may be had thence, not aſha- 
med to forget they were profeſſors, bur when 
they obſerve others remember their farmer 
profeſſion, m | | 


( 130 

A Scheolemaſter walking with one of his 
Scholers by a neighbours. Orchard, the Lad 
pluckr a Fig that hung over the Pale , which 
te Maſter ſeeing, rebuked him ſharply, and 
tooke 1t from him ; bur preſently eare ic up 
himſelfe. Oh the very many who have gree- 
Cily deveured thoſe things, which they coun- 
red 2 Crime for others to look upon, an1 have 
; ceclumed 
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declaimed that as ſacriledge, wherewith they 
have filled cheir own Purſes, having weather- 
cock judgements, turned” about with the 
wind of their own conveniences, and can tell 
you ( as Ployacr by the Hogs) That the caſe 


i altered. = 


© > WH 
 Protogenes that famous Limner was ſeaven 
yeares in drawing the Picture of Jatſus, 
which when Apelles ſaw, he ſaid, T hat the 


grace of the work was much, 6#t allayed by the 


length of the time. 1 have heard ſuch Sermons 
as have been Elephant;s partus, the workes 
of thoſe who have thought a Sermon cannot 
well be conceived under a yeare, or ſome. 
moneths at leaſt: Bur I could never meer 
with any anſwering the expe&ations of ſe 
redious a birth, bur they have bcen ourdone 
(as to the endsof a Sermon, which 1s ro 1n- 
forme the judgment, and ſtirthe afteAions ) 
by rhoſe, who have brought forth ſuch iſſues 
wo or three times in a weeke art leaſt, 


(132) 
Pyrrus being admitred by the Athenians into 
their Caſtle, Pyrraat his departure adviſed 
them Never. wore to admit any Prince upon 


the like account againe;, for 14 was too great a 
| temptation 


"4 Hiſtory Improved. 
temptation for an ordinary fidelty to avoid, 
Time was when I gave my ſoule that liberty 
co giſcourſe with remptation, that it was not 
my ſtrength but thy mercy, Lord, brought me 
off ; let net that ſucceſſe make me more ad- 
vencurous, but the ſenſe of my danger, for the 
cime to come more circumſpe& and wary, 


133: 

In the fields as 22 City Narviin Italy, 
fArought cauſerh dirt, and rainy weather makes 
ir duſty. How ftrangly contrary are the effeRs 
of the meanes of grace on the diſabedienc ? 
the brighr rayes of divine truth giving occa- 
ſion eo cortupr reaſon to refiſt it more Rrong- 
ly, and the gentle ſhowers of the word raiſe 

e duſt of vile affeftions and paſſions, ( by 2 
eertaine Annperiftafis, like Salt in a Pot of 
Snow,conducing ro their farther obduration 
=— eftheir own narure would mellific and 

en, | 


$983: - 

Some travellers in Erhiopia finding ſame 
trees ina valley convenient tor their repoſe, 
alighred there to eaſe themſelves and cartell ; 
which while they were doing, one among 
them obſerving a black cloud behind him, ad- 
viſed them to a ſpeedy departure from _ 

| pace; 
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place 5 which they had ſcarcely done, bur ſo 
oreat atorrent of waters came downe there, 
where before was nothing but dry ground, 
driving all before it, ſo as had certathly been 
their ruine if they had not complyed with 
that advice, I obſerve by thoſe clouds of un- 
tuly paſſions arifing in my heart upon the pre« 
ſencation of ſome © qt my ſoul will be 
mighcily endangered, if thoſe occaſions of fin 
be nor ayoided + Oh that my recreat may be 
therefore as ſpeedy, as my danger is certaine, 


135) 

A motion WS. nd in the Senate for the 
reſtoring of ſome Achaians ro their countrey, 
who had been long baniſhed thence ; which 
deing much argued roo and fro in che Senate, 
Cato ſtands up, and cells them, 1r ſeemes they 
were not buſit, that could attend ſo long diſpute, 
whether Rome or Greece ſhould bury thoſe decre« 
pit Achaians, If we compare our ambicious 
thoughts, and emulous animoſities, with our 

aftning ro our graves, we ſhall find our fune- 
ralls deſerve our care, more then our defigns; 
for while we contrive how to ſupplant one 
angther, death playes the Facob with us, and 
lupplants us all, 


The 
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22; I I909 

- The Embaſladors of the late King of Swe- 
den, having been over with us, our Gallants 
had ſoone taken up their faſhion of wearing 
Muffs: a mode unagreeing with our tempe- 
rate Climate, ſo as the weaker Sex, imbraceir 
more for oftentation; then need ; and unbe- 
coming the maſculine 'Sex, who ſhould' be 
men ot action, and ready prim'd to executi- 
on ;- which made: me wonder that we being 
ſJoextreamly lelt-lovers, and ſelfe-conceited, 
fhould fo far value others inventions, as fo 
unbecominsely to be their Apes, and that the 
faſhions of every Countrey ſhould have fo 
many followers, thoſe onely of the Kingdome 
of Heaven excepted; 


| (137) oa 
- There isa fountaine in . Dedoze which ex- 
tinguiſherh lighced firebrands pur into it, but 
lighreth thoſe that are extint, Lord, if I 
come tothy word fraught witch carnall wiſ- 
dome, I 29 blinder away then I came : 
Therefore let my mind be. darke as to the 
conſultations of fleſh and bloud, wichour fire 
as to worldly deſires, that ic may be enlight- 
ned by thy counſells, and enkindlea with an 
holy zeal to thy ſervice, i 


They 
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(138) ID 

They ſay that a great part of the Land of 
Egypt was Sea, bur by the earth which Ni- 
ls brings down with it, and ſends abroad in 
its overflowings,is now become firme land, 
and exceeding fruirfull. ; Lord, this [heart 
of mine was all Sea, eſtuating with raging 
paſſions , and. produftive of ;; innumerable 
monſtrous defires-; bur by thy grace it is now: 
in ſome part; good! ſoile : Oh ler this Sex 
diminiſh daily, and this good ground grove: 
every day more and more fruitfull. 


_ (139) 

Our Countriman ſaich, That he obſerved 
his travells in Italy, that where our Lord 
Chrift hath one wotary, the Virgin Mary bath 
meaty, much more frequent Altars , and en=: 
riched Temples, and ſervices more abundantly 
5 dan So raking 1s ſuperſtition , thar' 
whereas true Religion being of divine a 
pointment hath bur rare, and calmly affe&ed 
zpplycants, humane inventions hath Tritans 
arimm, many and zealous devotoes, Bri 
thy Son ( fay the Abrezrites to Joaſh ) that þe' 
may dye, becauſe he hath throwne downe the 
Alter of Baal, We heard no ſuch thing be- 
ſore ſpoken of, when Gods Alters were 
kid deſolate, | 
| Taere 
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(140) | 

There is a tree called Pacovere in Brazi| 
which beareth fruit ar a certaine cime ver 
plencifully, bur never ſave chat ence. He 
many ſuch are there, who. at ſome fic hay: 
appeared fgallantly upon a Religious account, 
bur have been never after heard of as engaged 
in any godly defgne ; that like Huſh 
have ftepr in to play their part, but are never 
mentioned more, Bur Lord, ler my foul: 

like the Orange tree full of ſucceffive 
fruic, and let not the tree fall, bur ſo as that 
It may beat downe ſome of the Devills buil 
dings With it, 


76 


Lo - 
- . Thereisa people in the South ef Africs, 
which though they have twenty wivesa piece, 
or more, yet bury their children affoone # 
borne, not being willine ro be combred with 
their education, Our teeming hearts art 
Inftar vigintt, incredibly fruitfull of corrupt 
thoughts ; but though they will conceive 
and bring forth, *tis our prudence to ſtifle 
them in the birth, for they cannor be 
drought up without , not our trouble onely, 
bur olir rvine, 


Tigers 
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) |, 50343) 

The T ger ( they ſay } when hungrey is a 
very valiant creaturegnort dreading any enemy ; 
but when full, will flee from a dog. Many 
have there been very daring and undaunted 
in the ingagtns 1n, and patrocination of good 
workes, when their eſtates were mean ; bur 
when they have been warme with wealth, 
and well furred with large revenues, any fee- 
ble oppoſition hath quelled cheic courages. 


(143 
\ Inthetime: of . Diom(i that Steilign Ty» 
rant, the Sea'was freſh for an whole day in 
the Bay of Sracuſa, Lord, my neart. hath a 
naturall falrnefle , not one drop is to be 
ferched thence, bur hath an originall unſa- 
yourineſſe : Bur Oh , thou that art able, 
wouldeſt cure that otherwiſe incurable dif- 
eaſe ; ſpeake the word,. and thy ſervant ſhall 
be made whole ; {mice thou the Rock of my. 
beart,with the Rod of thy word, that thence 
may flow the'living ſpring of divine charity, 


(144) 

Ifecrates is aid to fell one Oration of his 
for ewengy Talents, Surely Learning 1s not 
ſo much degenerated as the: price is fallen ; 
but if the inticing words which mans wiſdome 

F ceacherh 
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reacheth be ar ſo deare a rate, how precious 
ſhould thoſe volumes be, of which Lord thy 
holy Spiricis the indicer?” © 
(omar o5 5, 1: Spe | 
A certaine  Samian named Elpi, on the 
African thore met a Lion;from whom flying, 
and recoverivg the next . tree, the beaſt 
draws neere , making ſhews that he hada 
bone in his rhroat, with many ſupplicanc poſ= 
rures requires his help ; who ar length per- 
ſwaded to deſcend, and performing the office 
deſired, kad thanks returned him by the Li- 
on, with a conſtant tribute of the beaſts he 
caught,during all the time of his abode in 
that coaſt, *Tisnor rare to find high flowne 
perſsns, like this Lion ſubmiſſive ro, and ſup» 
plicaring the help of thoſe of meaner conſis 
deration in their-neceſſities ; bur ir is rare to 
find ſuch imitating this Lien in-their grati- 
tude, | : 70M 
| ns 2 RR 
There is a beaſt called Cateblepas, whoſe' 
eyes whoſoever ſees dyes immediately; bur 
yer ( according to its nathe ) having an heavy 
head, looks alwayes downwatd; ahd ſo being 
ſetdome ſeen -1s' -lefle pernicious. How 
vitulent and ragefull are thoſe inſtruments of 
Satan, and whither would not their malice 
extend 
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extend 1ts ſelfe, bur that the divine Pro- 
vidence hath ſo ordered ir, thar thoſe cucſt 
Cowes, ſhould have ſhort hornes ? 


| (147) 

The Sea-Tortoiſes being delighted with 
the morning Sun, (o long pleaſe themſelves 
in thar injoymenc, that their ſhell being dri- 
ed wich the heat of the Sun, they cannot 
merg themſelves. when they would , bur 
Aoatin# above the water, become an eafic 
prey to them that defigne the catching them, 
The ſoul that too long, and. unretiringly be- 
ſows its ſelfe on the pleaſures of this world, 
will find its ſelfe in no capacity to engage 
in ſpirituall affaires, bur at hand tobe taken 
Captive Dy the Devill at his will, and ina 
promptneſle to be debauched by every temp- 
cation, 

: ha © 2 OTE 

'Tis obſerved, the Storks which in great 
numbers come in Summer , and deparr in 
Winter, are never perceived when they 
come, though that they are come be apparent. 
The infuſions of grace in thoſe piouſly educa- 


ted, though the time when may many times 


not be diſcovered, yer the being of it ( if Ic 
be ) will be manite(}, and by the effects of ic 


evident, , "4b- 
EF 4 Hiſtories 
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Sf (149) 

Hiltories tell us, and my ſelfe have known, 
that where Wood hath been grub'd, Foun- 
rains have ſprung up , where before there 
were none, If we would bur pluck up thoſe 
inordinace deſires, which waſte our eſtates 
in vaine ſuperfluities, what abundance would 
there be of profitable conventences to ſupply 
o.hers ? 


I50 , 

Ageſilans being Fd x8 by one, to heare 
a man thar exactly councerfetted the Night- 
ingale, anſwered, 7t would not need, for he had 
often heard the Nightingale her ſelfe, When 
we are called upon to heare the derermina- 
1098 of Counſels and Fathers, and to obſerve 
the practice of Antiquitie (which it were well 
if we did exaRly imitate the truth) it might 
be replyed, It were not amifſe, but that we 
have God himſelfe ſpeaking to us ix the Scr:p- 
tures, which is better, 


(151) | 
The Embaſladors of rhe Frezch King 
ctarging the Earle of Charalois in bitter 
termes, with a confederacy with the Duke 
of Britaine; the Earle many times intreating 
his Father Philip that he would give him 
leave to ſpeak for himſelfe, the old Duke 


in 
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in the end ſaid, 1 have already anſwered for 
thee, as me-thinketh a Father ſhould anſwer 


for his Sou; but if thou ha$t a mind to ſpeak, 


thy ſelfe, bethink, thy ſelfe to day, and ſpeak. 
to morrow, and ſpare wot, The words which 
we are to ſpeake to captious greatneſle, need 
much premeditation, that they may admit of 
no exception ; But Lord, there 1s not a word 
in our mouthes, which 1s not written in thy 
Book, for which we muſt not give an account 
ro thy juſtice : Bur Oh that therefore 1 were 
ſo wary as to ſet a watch before the door of 
my mouth, that I offend not with my tongue. 


(4153) 
Two brothers travelling upon the road, 
fell in diſcourſe of a woman known to them 
both , which one of them praiſed as very 


handiome, the other thoughr her faire, bur 


not ſofaire ; which difference in - enc 
( though nothing pertinent co either ) yer 
grew to that paſle, as that they fell together 
by the ears, and had ſlaine one the other, if 
not accidentally parted, How many ditte- 
rent opinions are there among us (Brethren 
of the ſame Religion as to fundamenralls ) lo 
far from being neceſlary to Salvation, that it 
1s queſtionable whether they be any thing 
perunent, which yer we are ſo hot abour, 

F 3 tha 
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that nothing bur bloud will part us, when the 

things for which we have quarelled, would 

poſe a good invention to tell you,” what ten- 

dency they have to the edifying ' of the 
Body of Chrilt, | | 
| | (153) 

The Leigeors having broken the peace 
made with the Duke of Burgundy, for per- 
formance of which, they had given 300 
Hoſtages; it was debated in the Dukes 
Counſell what ſhould be done with the Hoſt- 
aces : The Lord of Contay adviſed to kill 
them all; a perſon of great wiſdome and mo- 
deration, and never before obſerved to ſpeak 
ſo cruelly. How uncharitable 1s it to cenſure 
any man, for onz A& committed ? when a 
ſudden paſſion or acrimonious humor,may bias 
the mind quite beyond its accuſtomed tenor, 


| (154) | 
Of thoſe Hoſtages which they of Leige had 


erven to the Dake of Burguvdy,for the per- 
formance of their Covenants with him, upen 
their breach of which he ſent home unharm- 
ed ; the greateſt number proved unthank{ull, 
and rooke Arms againſt the Duke : bur five 
or fax of them were ſo mindfull of the bene- 
fit they had received, that by their meanes 


*» 
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he entered Lezge, an encerprize ſo eminent» 
chat a ſervant 'of the Duke ſaid, He dur$t 
hardly bave craved of Gods hands ſs great ſuc- 
cefſe, - Excellent is it to do good, and to 
communicate; for though the ſubje&s of our 
benefaction may many ( as in a Lottery 
prove blankes, yet we may many times meer 
ſuch a prize, as may make ample amends, 


Is5) | 
The City of rb begetterh wonder in the 
beholders, in this chiefly , to ſee ſo many 
Rarely and magnificent ſitruCtures, lifting up 
their towring heads, as if, like the Poets 
Venus, they had been begotten of the Seas 
foame, and in that place ejected ; or elſe 
ſeated there by as great a miracle, as that 
Faith ſhould worke, which ſhould ſay rothar 
mountaine, be thou removed, and ſetin the 
midſt of the Sea, The excellent. and glori- 
ous vercues of the ſervants of God deſerve 
our view and imitation ; bur this makes 
them works of wonder, that they have their 
ſeat tn ſuch hearts, as are nor unlikely onely, 
bur having in ſome reſpe& an impoſitbility to 
ſuch productions. 
(156) 
Erifthonins being lame in his feer , firſt 
invented the Chariot to hide that imper- 
F 4 | fection, 
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feAion; and Pericles being long headed, was 
therefore alwayes repreſented with an Hel. 
met; and our Queen Are covered the 
'Wen in her neck with a Ruff, which ſhe fir 
brought in faſhion, How do we wiſh that the 
deformities of our bodies never were, or 
might ever be hid; a crooked leg, or gibbous 
ſhoulder, how it troubles us ; which yer if 
concealed, can never be reRihed : bur happy 
we if we were as ſenſible of the deformities 
of our ſouls, for the remedying of which 
crookedneſles, the holy Spirit hath given us 
ſuch ſtrait rules ro comply with. 


ls 

Ravillak that murthered Herry the fourth 
of France, though in his execution he ſuffe- 
red moſt exquifire torments, yer was obſer- 
ved never ſo much as once to name the name 
of God, er any other way make ſhew of re- 
pentance. Who would pur off repenrance 
roa dying bed, in confidence to have it 
chen ar our call? when fickneſſe with the very 
preſentations of death its ſelfe, leaves that 
hearc unmolliged, which cuſtome in fin hath 
hardened, 


S Foun) ARS. 
Alctbiades went to one of his friends 
houſes, that had a great feaſt, and bad one of 
his 
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his ſervants rake away balfe. the Plate thar 


food on the Cupboard, wherewith rhe gueſts 


incenſed, ſaid,1t was 4 bold and mnjuricu part; 
nay,faith the Maſter, very favourable hath he 
dealt with ns, that he hath left us any, when; 
he might have taken all, Lord, when thou 
cuttelſt off our ſuperfluities, we are ready to 
repine that thou dealeft hardly with us; bur 
what cauſe have we rather to acknowledge 
thy clemency and goodnefle, thar _ 
take all, and yer leaveſt us any thing, char 
canclaime naught, - 


| (159) : 

Fabius Maximus rode on horſeback to his 
Son being Conſull , then diſpatching affairs 
of State in the Marker place ; which the Sen 
ſeeing, ſenr an officer to command his Father 
ro alight, and come on foote, if he had any 
thing to ſay tro the Conſull: While all won- 
der at the unhandſomneſle of this Command, 
the Father alights, and haſting to his Son, 1m- 
bracing him applauds his magnaninuty , 
that he had preferred the honour and intereft 
ofthe Common-wealth, before that of a Fa- 
ther, Lord, thine is the Soveraigne intereſt 
of the world, and happy we, If the ſenſe of 
that lye ſo much upon our hearts, as thar 
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whatſoever is deare , and precious to us elle, 
be made to yail Bonnet to thy concernments, þ 


(160) W 
A Lacedemnian having loſt his Son, and 
being repreved as indulging his ſorrow, in 
that he wept for him, anſwered, 7 az net þ 
much to be reprebended, Natura enim me fie 
bilem fecit, Lord, if we much lament the 
loſſe of our deare relations, letir not be the |} 
effe& of our impatience, but the iflue of ou 
affection. | 


(161) 

Diomfius being expelled Sicilia, and bas 
niſhed to Corizth, was asked, What good the 
doftrine of Plato had done him; who replyed, 
To beare this adverſity patiently, Lord, if the 
times any when ſhould preve ſo diſaſterous, 
as to prevent the more favourable effeRts of 
thy truth, as inſtead of that love and venera- 
tion ic ſhould beger, to render the profeſlors 
of it the ſubjects of perſecution, yet ler us 
never be diſappointed of this fruit, that we 
know how in patience to peſlefle our ſouls, 


( 162) 

Alexavaer being at Troy, one offers to 
ſhew him Par:s his Harpe; / marry ( ſaid he) 
I ſhould lhe it well, if this couldeſt ſhew me pw” 

0 
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le, Achillis, When the Papiſts ſhew their 
5, Bore of relicks to their credulous votaries, 
be-thinks *tis aſad Rory , they ſhould con- 
le the Key of Heaven ſo, as they neither 
ndÞrter in themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe thar 
ould, | 
þ 
le (163) 
be | When the Duke De Bir#rs was beheaded, 
Ne ſhe demeaned himſelfe more like a Lion in a 
Ur Froile, then a Lambe on the block, and was by 
the executioner rather trapan'd to death,then 
fairly ſubmitcing to that preſent neceſſity ; So 
&* [that while we admire the courage of his life, 
bt [ne abhor bis unchriſtianlike death : Whereas 
d, [our Earle of Eſ+x, though rather beyend him 
E [in hich magnanimiry, yet manifeſted abun- 
, [Gnce of Chriſtian meekneſle on the Scaffold. 
* I Certainly 'ris an unſound maxime of our Du- 
- felliſts, that a man cannet be valiant and 
$ Jrelgrogs ; orgthat Foſephs anſwer to his miſtriſs, 
S | How ſhall I do this,azd ſin againft God ? would 
: [not do well in a challenge. Bur ſurely Lord, 
we are then moſt couragious, When we are 
eat bold ro fin, and moſt obedient to thy 
word andl Providence, | 


I | lcibiades 
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(164) 


Alcibiades being accuſed by the ,Athenal * 


and hiding himſelf, when found, was aske 
if be miſtruſted the juſtice of his Countrey, 
faith he, not 1n another matter; but my life 
zng concerned, I will not truſt my owne math 
leaſt ſhe ſhould miſtake, and put 11 4 black by 
anfiead of a white, In the concernments 
this life, we are deſirous to be moſt ſecure 
and will not leave important affairs upon 
uncertainty : bur the Salvation of our ſoul 
which it might be thought we would not tn 
our deareſt relations with, we ſuffer to rt 
onely on the Colliers faith , and are will 
ſhould depend upon the moſt imprebablej 
* \waſions that can be imagined. 


{4006} 
Agrippina being accuſed by Syllara | 
_— creaſon againſt her Son N# 
made this her defence,7 hat SyKara being bt 
ren,might thirk it as eaſie to berid of Sons,as 
dalterers;but had ſhe known the power oft 
rernall afteRtion, there would have been t 
probabiliry ro accuſe of that for which narui 
1t ſelfe had provided a defence, Lord, 1 
others wh never taſted how good the Lo! 
Is, fin againſt thee, though the crime be m2 
pifeſ?, yet it 1s lefle unnatural ; bur E th 
on 
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Sons be accuſed, if that relation prove not 
their innocency, 'twill aggravate their guilt, 


( 1656) 

Charles Duke of Burgwndy being diſcomfi- 
red at the batrell of Naucy, paſling over a 
River, was overthrowne by his Horſe, and in 
that eſtate was aflaulred by a Gentleman, of 
whom he craved quarter ; but the Gentleman 


\ being deaf, ſlew him incontinencly : Yer af- 
| terwards , when he knew whom he had (lain, 


he died within few dayes of meer melancho- 


7 ly. When God intenderk to bring judgements 


on us, he not onely findes executioners to ef- 
fe his purpoſes, bur ſends ſuch as are as deaf 
to our 1ntreaties , as we have been to his 
counſels, 
7D LW + > 
Saboins Flavins being one of the conſpir- 
tors againſt Nero, and askt by him, why he re- 


garded the military Sacrament fo little, as to 


conſpire his death ? anſwered him ; That he 
was faithfull to hinz while he deſer'd to be In 
ved , bat he could not but hate hmm ſince he 


4 w4s his Mothers, Brothers, and Wives mur- 
| therer, a th ts Stage-Player, and Is- 


cexdiary of the City : then which ſpeech 
(faith the Hiſtorian) nothing happened to 
Nero 
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Nero, more vexatious ; for though he were 
prompt to do wickedly, yet impatient to bea: 
the wickedneſs he did. Ir is nor the leaſt par 
of our conviction, and vanity, that we are nc 
aſhamed to-be what we are aſhamed tobe 
thought ; when to be evill 1s a reall defeRion, 
to be thought ſo, but imaginary, and ratherto 
chem that think ſo then te us, being an evil 
conception exilting intheir mindes,nor other- 
wiſe applicable to us then as we are guilty, 


(168) 

The Courtiers of Galba, though under 4 
ſevere Prince, were yet as Injurious to the 
Common-wealth as thoſe of Nerv» ; becauk 
Galba being old, and their rime not likely tv 
laſt long , they made uſe of ic while ic engdu 
red ; like the Dragon which laid about him, 
becauſe he knew he had but a ſhort time. How 
much doth the confideratien of the ſhorrneh 
of rime , conduce to the expedition of hu- 
mane affaires ? what odds berween our hal 
ina Winters, and ina Summers day ? Yett 
las, how little doth the brevity of our lives 
enforce our indeaveurs to be ſpiritually rick 
we loyter away our Precious opporturilties 1 
doing nothing , or that which is worſe then 
nothing. ol 

"Tis 
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+= TWO... * SON 

'Tis ſaid of Charls the Ninth, King of 
France, that accuſtoming himſelf to rip open 
the bellies, and pluck out the bowels of thoſe 
Beaſts he rook in hunting, grew very cruel, 
being nor onely the Authour of that unparal- 
I&d Pariſian Maſſacre , but alſo many times 


| furious to thoſe neere about him, and beloved 


by him, ofceh to their very great danger, Tis 
fafe not to have' to 'do with the very intro- 
du&ions to' iniquity : a wiſe man would not 
come neer that precipice , the very behold- 
ms of which will make a man giddy: 'tis com- 
mon prudence to avoid that place , where we 
jdge the Air infe&ious, Our hearts are ſo 
ffuirfull of curſed luſts, that they generate 
tor by coirion 'onely , bur by imagination: 
Heppy he therefore that is taught ro fly the 
very appeatance of evill, and to hate, not the 
kprous body onely.,- but- che very Garment 
ſpotted with rhe fleſh, 


-* , A 290) 

When 7:l:am the Conquereur had taken 
lure footing in England , having ſeiz'd the 
greareſt part of ir, and intending an expedi- 


| Uon into Keyt, ro take thatin alſo , the Ken- 


4 thmes: 


to 
—_ o 
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tiſhmex under the condu& of their Bifhg 
well _— met him not far from Smay 
combe, having every one a green bough ini 
hand, and behinde them a vaſt tra&t of Wood 
land, The men with boughs thus appearit 
like a Wood , and the Wood behinde beuy 
thought by the . Conqueror to be men wit 
boughs, he was unwilling to hazard his preſent 
Conqueſts, by engaging with ſs conſiderable 
force ashe judg*d themto be ; and therekc 
choſe rather co-condiſcend to thoſe Condu 
ons, which they preſented to him : the ground 
of that ſaying, Kent was never conguerth 
and the cauſe rhat chat County hath thoſe is 
munities the ocher have not. When times 
turn, and perſecutions threaten the godly,they 
poor hearts, think that there 1s a vaſt Army 
oppoſition againſt them , and thar their deli 
verance is-far off ; like theſe Jewes who ſaid 
che time of this captivity is long ; therefore 
are ready to capitulate with the enemy, and 
comply with thoſe things which are neither] 
ſafe, nor honourable : when alas the Lyon i 
not ſo fierce as he is painted , nor oppoſirion 
ſo ſtrange, buc.the breath of che Lord can blaſt 
It ; nor perſecution ſo tedious, bur yer a lictle 
while,and he thac ſhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry, 


Margaret 


hoy 
al 


* 
Ii: 
* 


« 
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| - C198) ; 
Margaret Meering being excommunicated 
by. Reught, our of that Congregation of Pro» 


teftants, whereof he was Pattor, wherein ſhe 
g ſeemed co have hard dealing; yer when 


Rought was impriſoned for the cruth, ſhe a- 


e all others affeCtionatly miniſtred co him, 
and ſuffered Marryrdome for the truth with 
him, 'Tis an huge argument of a gracious 


e heart, ro ſubmir ro reproof ; many char have 


| bzen active for Chriſt, have yerfallen off upon, 


ſnch an account, Abner that more than once » 
and more than any, ventured his life for chE 
houſe of Sau!, yer deſerted 1c, being checke 
by Iſboſheth concerning Riſpah. 


1: .-- | 
 Vitellizzs in his paſlage ro Rowe, after the 
vitory obtained by Ccinua and Valens a- 
Unlt the Othemrans , would needs fee the 
place where the barcel was fought, which if 
ft newly {tricken, yet would have rendred 
an horrid Spetacle,ſo many mangled bodyes, 
and divided joynts, and carkaſſes of men 
and horſes, which careleſs death had there 
promiſcuoufly ſcattered, giving a ſad repre- 
ſentation ; bur ir being the fouctieth day af- 
ter, the corrupted gore, and purretaRion _ 

G O 
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ſo many tmburied bodyes made the fight be- 

ond imaginationhocrible,which yet Vitelliun 
wich delighc beheld, rejoycing in che flaugh- 
rer of ſo tnany Citizens, without the leaſt dif- 
countenance, or ſhew of miſeration, To how 
oreat hardneſs of heart, and height of inhu- 
maniry doth cuſtome in fin bring the ſoul!what 
would be trembled ar by thoſe that are bur 
bevinners in iniquity, is accounted ſport by 
thoſe fleſhr in ungodlineſs; Let the young men 
ariſe, and play before ws , ſaid Joab ; Rue 
iport where the play-mates run their ſwords 
in each others lide, and felt down dead to- 
oerner, 


: (173) 

A certain perſonof our Countrey, having a 
zuit with another a long time for a ſmall plor 
of ground not worth 4 pounds, lefr by Will 
foo pounds per annum for the maintenance of 
the ſuit after his death, Oh the imperfe- 
Etion of our Laws, or corruption of our Law- 
yers, that any ſuit can admit of ſo tedious and 
coltly a deciſion ; bur alas, did he look for 
Peace in Heaven, that would have a Civil 
war thus ſurvive him? 


TY (174) : 
Alebiades having done huge exploits, for 
whict 
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which the Athemans call'd him from ban- 
niſhmene and made him their General, ſen- 
ding him out with a Fleet of an 100 fail; they 
were ſohigh-flownin cheir expectations from 
him, that they looked to hear ſoon after his 
deparrure of the ſubduing of no ſmall Coun- 
tryes by him, beyond all poſſibility of accom- 
phiſhing, which he nor effe&ing, bur yer as 
much as in. reaſon could be expeRed, they 
change their former conceic of his ſufficiency, 
into ſuſpicion of his fideliry., and: withour 
more evidence condemned him, Lora, we 
are high in our expe&ations of great things 
from thee, andare ready to murmiras if too 
raicly dealt with by thee, not becauſe thou 
oiveſt us not what we have cauſe. to expect, 
Qut becauſe we expe that which there 1s 
no cauſe thou thould give us, 


 % 7 1 
Harvey affirms the heart {though the foun- 
tain of life) yer robe withour feeling ; which, 
he proves by.a Gentleman he had ſeen, who 
by an Impoſthutne had an hole in his fide, 
through which nor only the Syſto/e and Dia- 
ftole of the heart might be diſcerned, but the 
heart ir ſelf touched with the finger, which 
ret the Gentleman affirmed that he felt zor, 
G 2 'Tis 
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"Tis an . argument that ſuch a ſoul is of emt- 
nent and publique conducement, uſefull to 
derive good to others , that is leſs ſenſible of 
private injuries ; when thoſe peevith {pris 
chat are intent upon their particular affronts, 
are taken up with their own to the negle&ing 
of what they mignt benefit the publick by.  - 


| (176) 

In the reign of Nero, there were very | 
many undone, nor by their enemies only, bur 
dy their friends, who coo lolicitoutly inten- |, 
ding their ſafety, that very means rendred 
rhem ſuſpe&ed, and became their ruine, It 
Satan cannot deſtroy us as an enemy, he 1n- 
deayours it aSa friend ; if he cannot faſten 
his rempcations upon us under the notion 
of fin, and the ugly hue of a dire& oppoſitton 
againſt God, he alters his method, and 
traxsformeth himſelf into an Angel of Light : 
if he cannot perſwade to a neglect of Gods 
ſervice, then to a ſuperſticious worſhip of 
him ; he is like an enemy when he fawns and 
frowns, and 1s ever not to be {uſpeCted only, 
bur reliſted alwayes, for he is ever the father 


of hes, 


King 


”"* 
ed: 
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\-, (177) 

King Edward. the ſecond being taken by 
the Queens forces, was commirred ro ſome 
perſons 'to convey: him to a place of ſafery, 
who going about to ſhave him that he might 
notbe known, took cold water out of a ditch 
ro wth him with, ſaying, That ſhould ſerve hss 
twrimw; to whom he anſwered, That be 
would have warm water whether they would or 


; no, even his own tears, Though the cruelty 


of enemies, and calamity of perſecuting 


/ times, may denyus the many conveniences, 


and deprive us of the advantages of this life, 


' yet do what they can, they cannot deprive us 


of Gods favour, if we deprive not our ſelves 
of it by a ſimple complyance, 
17$) 

'Tis ſaid of the Lyon, that being prove- 
ked, he bears himſelf with his own tail, ro 
raiſe his anger, and incenſe himſelf, char his 
ſpirits being ſtirred, he might lay our himſelf 
more forcibly. Thoſe chart are of melancho- 


' ly and froward ipirics, when diſaRers befall 


them,either by their too much poring on their 
preſent ſufferings,or misboding worſe, make 
thoſe burdens heavier, and (like wind in rai- 
by wearhe;) ſer them cloſe, and tye knor, 


-y 
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upon their W hipcord, ard pin their Rods tg 
make them yerk the more ſeverely. ' 


(1 

Kichard he firſt, being reproved by a Fry- 
ar, and told, 7 hat he had «three Dazghters, 
which if he did not diſpoſe of, would undse hins, 
Pride, Covetouſneſſe and Leachery ; he anſwe- 
red, If that werethebuſineſſe, he would beſtow 
them preſently ; Pride to the Knights & Temp- 
plars,Covetouſneſſe to the Ciſtercran Monks, and 
Leachery tothe Fryars, When good advice | 
1s given us, we enervate the frengch there- 
of, or pervert the uſe by quarrelling with, ot 
recruninating the perſon that gives it; 
whereas if 500d counſel come from a Balaams 
Aſle, or the Devil himſelf reprove (in, if the 
Conlcience plead guilcy, reformation 15 a due 
debt. 

(180) 

Demoſthenes coming to Coriwth, with de- 
f12n to enjoy the famous Courtizan Law, (he 
askt him ſo great a ſum, that he returned, 
ſaying, He would net buy repentance at fo hs 
a rate, Sinfull pleaſure is never to be pur- 
chaſed at eahe tearms, (in being ſo full of 
iniquity, that it never demands an equall 
compenl: ation, no leſs then a P;ectous wy 

ca 


$ 00 
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call foul will ſerve the turn in lieu: of rhoſe 
pleaſures which perith in the uſing, and are 
no ſooner found then loſt. 


(181 

Edward the firſt, ra the death of his 
father, with other Confederates undertaking 
a voyage to the Holy Land, by the way they 
invaded T7 a», where having taken a very 
great ſpoyl,the reſt purpoſed with their booty 
co return home,which deſign the Prince with- 
ſanding, bur in vain,ſaid,T hat as he had voy- 
ed a journey for therecovery of the Holy Land, 
{ thuher he would go, though none but Fowen 
his Horſe-keeper accompagied him, It is g00d 
to have the heart in ſuch tune, as ro joynin 
concord with others in a religious deſigne, to 
be glad when it is ſaid tous, Let z go »p to the 
houſe of the Lord ; bur it 1s better r9 lead in 
ſuch company, to be Captains of the Lords 
Heſt ; but then we ſhew what fpicit we are 
of, when like Eljah, we are very j:alous for 
the Lord in ſuch general defetions, that we 
ſeem only lefr, that we cat tread the wine- 
preile alone, though of the people there be 
npne with us : can ſay aS Toſhna,l and my houſe 
will ferve the T,ord, thagh all Iſrael beſide de- 
fert bis t: ter s/f, 


G 4 Lems 
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(182) 

Lewis then Duke of Orleance , rebelling 
acainlt Charls the eighth, King of France,and 
joyning in confederacy with the Duke of Bri- 
ra:, Was taken priſoner in batrel by the Earl 
of 171ml, being afterward King of France, 
and moved by ſome abour him to be revenged 
of the Earl, ſaid, That the Earl had done 
nothing but his duty, and wiſht, That be might 
never find 4 worſe Subjet in time of need, then 
the Earl in that aftion had approved himſelſe, 
Such preaching as doth ſearch the heart, 
awaken conſcience, and hedg about the ſoul 
wich Thorns rhat it cannot find its paths, and 
tzkes ir captive in the Lo:ds bonds, is unde: 
the cenſure of men as unreaſonably auſtere 
an1 rigorous ; bur when their eyes are opety 
ed to diſcern the true intereſts of their 
fouis, they thep find that that's the prea- 
ching fit for the recovery of ſouls, and that 
they had never been cured, if they had nt 
been cauterized, '*- 


. Ing 
Richard the firſt, being in his Palace at 
Weſtminſter, had news brought him, That the 
French King befieged *one of his Towns beyond 
the Sear; whereupon he vowed , That he 
would not turn his back till he had raiſed the 
Sd | | fee; 
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fege ; and; immediarely cauſed the walls to 
be digged down before him, and withour 
farther delay, haſted over, and relieved che 
place, How many good purpoſes are loſt 
tor want of preſent execution ; while we pre- 
cend to conſulr for the fitteſt opportunity, we 
looſe rhe preſent opportunity ; and while we 
are determining what time to repent in, we 
leave our ſelves no time wherein to repent, 


g  E-! 

A certain Prieſt in France being converted 
tothe truth, and impriſoned for ir, being 
brought ro examination recanted,pon which 
recantation being delivered out of priſon,was 
n the very paſlage our ſlain by rwo Gentle- 
men chat bare anold gradge ro him, Lord, 
they that will not loſe cheir lives upon that: 
excellenc account ofthy glory, how juſt 1s it 
that it ſhould be loſt to them upon the 
unprofitable account of humane frailty or 
others malice ? what rare husbandry 1s it then 
to loſe the life for thy ſake, when that Roſe 1s 
offered up a ſweer ſavour tothee, and ſhall 
be richly rewarded by thee, which otherwiſe 
would have faded of it ſelf,, or have been 
clipt off with the reſt of the Buſh, 
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PH 

One claiming Juſtice of 4r:ftides for injus 
ries that another had done him, told him, 
T hat the ſame perſon had ſpoken very unhand- 
ſome and vile words of Ariſtides himſelf ; to 
whom he ſaid, Friend, if he have wronged thee 
ought, prethee make 1t appear, for upon the ac- 
count of righting thee ams I at this tinae heregut 
ro vindicate my own wrongs, When will it 
be that. judgement ſhall not be perverted, 
that the equity of the canſe, and not the affe- 
Aion of the party accuſed, (hall be contidered? 
for how often hath ic been ſufhcient co pur 
and keep thoſe ſheep in the Pound, not be» 
cauſe they have treſpaſled, but have not our 
mark upon them; and have diſpatcht thoſe 
Doves, not becauſe they have not been inno- 
cent, but not of our colour, 


(186) 

A Bithop being charged wich an hainous - 
efence, and condemned to dye for it, had 
race given in tohim before nis execution, (0 
that with floods of rears he lamented his fins, 
& with an heart abundantly poured out he be- 
Joughtthe Lord for pardon,ſaying,That he has 
fare prayers before, but never prayed till now. 
What odds 15 there between the rongue when 
it 


w 4 .* 7 + 
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icis the tuned inſtrument of others invention, 


2nd when it 1s the tunable inſtrument of the 
hearts affection ; when the breath that moves 
it is not out of the bellows of a formal devoti- 
bn, bur the breathings of che ſoul ro God and 
pantings after him ? how diflerently is the 
Lord" affeted ? the languid ofcicancy , and 
ditracted perfunRorineſs of prayer not di- 
Aared from the hearr,like an arrow ſhot from 
a broken bow, falling ihorr of the Throne of 
Grace, bur it is the inditings of that ſpirit of 
prayer and ſupplication, that layes bandsupon 
the Divine Majeſty, and will nor let him 25 
untill ic hath a blefiing, 


(187) 
Phil King of Spai” ; Me minded by one 
of his Couttiers, That that was the day i his 


| father the Empernurs reſignation, anſwered, 


41d of his repentance tos; 1ntimating that that 
reſ:enation Was nolſooner done;then wilht un- 
done. With what unreſolvednefſe do we 
reſolve to deſert the world, our hearts having 
ſecret pradtice with ir, even then when our 
underſtandings are convinced of the vanity of 
it, and we profeſſe moſt againſt it ? our re- 


pare though as to the marrer of i lr, not to 
be 
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be repented of, yet to be repented of as 
the manner, 


(188) 
Pliny reports of a Maid in his time, Os hy 
marriage day changed into a man ; and othen 
cell cf the ſame meramorphoſis ſe reall, tha 
ſome afterward have has wife and children 
Thoſe that are efpouſed te Chriſt in the bond 
of the New Covenant,are truly changed from 
the effeminacies 6 luſt, and of a vain cenver- 
ſation, and become maiculinz, enobled to 
generous and heroick deſigns, preſt to qui 
themſelves like men, 


| _ (189) 
Archmwedes being intent upon a Mathems 
ticall demonſtration, ar the time when Syr«- 
cuſ a was taken, a Souldier breakes into his 
fiudy upon him, with his ſword direRed at 
him, to whom he rurn'd abour and ſaid, Pre- 
thee friend let me alone till I have finiſht m 
Demonſtration ; with which the rude fellow 
incenſed, run him through,without more ads, 
With what content have thoſe refined ſouls 
... beſtowed themſelves in the ſearch of humane 
Science, when with high ſarisfaQton to them- 
ſelves they have hunted forth our of the rude 
maſſe ſome more ſublimed no:1n ; _ 
what 
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4 what exultation have they clapt their hands ar, 


id applauded rheir own 5921485, wheti as 
yet their wiſdome was bur of the earth earthy; 
with what rare delight then may we be im- 
ployed in the ſearch of rhoſe divine myſteries 
which the very Angels themſelves defire to 
pry into, 

a; 

The vety ſuſpition of Proteſtatnfme 15s al- 
moſt Capical where the Inquiſicion 1s eſtablt- 
ſhed ; bur the Jews are by publick allowance 
ſuffered in Rowe it telf, under che Popes 
Noſe ; theugh ' the Proteſtant agree very 
much wich the Papiſt 1n his belief asa Chriſti- 
an, the Few not ar all. 1n Turkey the Ghrt- 
lians have free exerciſe of their Religion,bur 
the Perſian SeCt 15 ſo hated, rhat a Zelez (kw 
an Embaſladour of cheirs, only upen the ac- 
count of rhat drfference , though the Chri- 
ſian wholly diſavow their ahomet , the 
Perſian only diflents abour his Succeflor. 
Thus we daily ſee a greater diſguſt becauſe of 
ſome perty differences in circuManrcials, 
where yer there 15 agreement inthe viral parr 
of fundamental truth, and holy living , then 
decauſe of thoſe notorious profaneſſes which 
unchriſtian a man, and make hum as an Hea-: 
then man, anda Publican, | 
A 
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| & a RT | 
A Crocoaile out of the River Niger drew 
in with his tail nine flaves chained rogerher, 
and devoured them, bur the Chain nor being 
digeſtible, proved his deſtruRtion , being 
- found.in him dead. Lord, at how great fing 
dare this heart of mine venture, and at how 
long a train ? as the Ox drinketh down we 
cer in huge quantity, and with great delight, 
bur there 15a Cnain of guiile wich ir, ſurely 
deadly,rthart can neither be vomiced, nor ven> 
red ; this makes me cry, My bowels, mf 
bowels, I am pained at my very heart ; 
the comfort 15, there 15 Balm in Glead, and 
a Phyſitian there, 


(192) = 
 Atthe ſiege oi Kechel a certain Souldiet 
from the wallsoblerving the Duke of Ano, 
(afterwards Hen7y the 3d.) to ſtand viewing 
the Fortitications, fired ar him, which one 
the Eſquires of his body perceiving inthe ves 
ry moment ſept before him, and ſaved ttt 
life of hig.ord, by the lofle of his own. Lord} 
the arrows of thy vengeance are levelled at 
the Caut of my hearty and 1t 18 juſtice tha 
they ſhould {mics me under the fifth rib; 
but lec that j={us viho- faves his people from 
their fins, call's 4494s a middle perſon, | 
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berween, Let the chaſtiſement of wy peace be 
#pon him, and by hs ſtripes let me be heated. 
(193 | 
Marcellxs at the taking of Syracuſa, be 
ns greatly detirous to ſave the life of Archi- 
medes,gave ftrair charg through his army,That 
every perſon ſhould endeavour his ſafety ;, bur 


«| aSouldier breaking in upon him art his ſtudy, 
| (not knowing him)flew him. How nwch bet- 
| ter is 1c to b2 one of thoſe marked our by him 


with the writers Ink-horn by his fide 2 how 
much greater ſecurity in being one of thoſe 
who ſigh and cry for the abowinations done in 


the midſt of the City ? how much more cer- 
tain ſafery had Jeremiah, Baruch, and Ebed- 


| melech, when Jeruſalem was ſtormed by Ne- 


luchadnez.2.ar, being thoſe to whom God had 
promiſed their lives for a prey, 


I < 

Fabius Maximus _- ſuddenly the day 
before the end of his Conſulſhip , Rebilzs 
ſued co be Conſull for the few hours of thac 
jear which remained. Lord, how ſhort haft 
thou made our lives if compared with the 
Crow or Stag ? and how much ſhorrer are 
they made by many croſle accidents ? 
and how much ſhorter doe we make 
them by our many intemperances ? _- 
OY 


LISLE SIE 
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how much ſhorter yer are they made by thy 
juſt judgement, when for our preſumprticn 
and careleſneſsinthy worſhip we are fick and 
weak, and ſome fall aſleep, and yer hoy 
fond are we of this little remnant, that we of 
ren hazard animmorral ſoul for ir; Burt Oh; 
do thou dire& my aims to that which admits 
of. no termination as to exrent of time , 6t 
enjoyment. 


(195) 

Some Roman Souldiers flying from Amidg, 
when taken by the Perſians, wandred in the 
deſerts almoit choaked with chirſt, rill they 
came to a deep well, whence yet they had no- 
thing to draw the water with, till neceſſity 
found our this invention, They pull'd off theit 
ſhirts,and cur them out into long flips, which 
they tyed together, making a bunch ar the 
bad by which rhrough a manifold repetition 
ſqueezivg the bunch, they drew up water 
enouga tO quench their thirſt, When we 
come to the word todraw water out of the 
wells of ſalvation, we are unfurniſhed of Pit- 
chers for that purpoſe, our ears are dull of 
hearing,our hearts fat, and hard to underſtand 
here ;a little, and there ahttle ; a frequent 
repetition mult be often applicatious, for of 
much 
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much we Carry away but a very little, our 
judgements bur a liccle informed, our affeRi- 
ons but a lictle refified or elevared. Ales, 
alas,they thar chink rare attendances wil ſerve 
the turn, or that they ſhall be cold bur whar 
they know, manifeſt chat they are not ſenſible 
of their own dullnefle, nor confider that the 
Apoſtle Peter thought jc meer co pur thoſe 
ofren in remembrance who knew thoſe things, 
end were eftabliſhed in the preſent truth. | 


199 

A certain perſon that had ſold a fireer of 
houſes, and laid out the money in coſily ap- 
parcel, came to Court, and being in a preaſe 
there, cryed to them, To make way for one 
that had an hundred Tenements on bis back. 
Lord thou haſt ſaid, That thou art preſſed un- 
der our fins as a Cart 1s preſſed under fheaves ; 
and the burden of our- iniquity brings down 
from thee a burden of punithment ; yer is the 
weight of fin fo far from being grievous, thar 
Inſtead of lamenting the preflure, we boaſt 
ofthe number ; bur if we are not weary and 
heavy laden with the ſenſe of our tranſgreſſi- 
ons now , they will at thac day preſs us down 
inco the loweſt hell. | 
2 H Near 
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( 200) 

Neer the Lake Apna? there is a Cave, 
into which (for the experience of Travellers) 
che neighbouring Inhabjrants are wont to 1 
their Dogs , which are no ſooner 1n, bur 
they are as dead immediately, with eyes ſer, 
and tongues hanging out ; but taken thence 
preſently, and thrown into the Lake, they 
recover ; for which cauſe thoſe Dogs no ſoo- 
ner ſce a ftranger coming, bur 1f nar timely 
prevented away they ger them packing to the 
adjoyning mountains, not to be got again to 
make a new experiment, Lord thou ſaid}, 
In the day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt dye 
the death ; and we never deſcend into aQts 
@f iniquity, but we are afreſh dead in treſpaſ- 
ſes and fins, and, that irrecoverably , if not 
waſhed by taith and repentance 1» the foun- 
$an opened for ſin and for uncleannefſe ; bur if 
we have {6 eſcaped, hen temptation again 
preſents it ſelf, (hall we nor get us packing, 
by no means to be brought to another tryall ? 


(200) 

Ciropatra the wife of Cyricen, having 
taken Santiuary at Antioch after her husbands 
overthrow , her Siſter Gryphina, the wife of 
Grypbus moſt importunately ſolicited her 

| death, 
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death, and though Gryphus much perſwaded 
her delivery, yer the her ſelf commanded . 
the Souldiers 1n to diſpatch her, bur a few 
dayes after, the ſame Gryphina falling into 
the hands of Cyricaxus, was by him made a 
facrifice ro his Wives Ghoſt, They are net 
our times alone, rhat by their mutability have 
taught men that great leflon of moderation ; 
all ages have wicneffed, That the Lord is at 
hand, a juſt Judge to execute vengeance on 
thoſe who have net by their miſeration ro 
others ſhewed their ſenſe,that they alſo are in 
the body, even thoſe whom God ſent our to 
be his Executioners, he hath afcerward pla- 
oved becauſe they did their work without 


pity, 


II3 
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£8] 

S N that emendation ( as Us 
& thought to be ) of the Eng- 
2 ſp Tongue, by the addition 
Px | of forreign words of divers 
q| Languages, thopgh poſhbly 

2) we may ſpeak more finely, 
yet net (which is the end of 
ſpeech ) more ſignificantly, bur alwayes more 
laborioufly, few Engliſh words being more 
then diſfillables, the other generally having 
their antepeuntrmaes, A competent eſtate, 
and that which is far greater, are not ditfe- 
renced as tothe content of the enjoyer; for 
though chis may ruffle more, and the pomp 
may be greater, yer it ſignihes the ſame tothe 
owner -- He thac hath an horſe co eaſe his 
bo in- 


114 Ovcaſional Obſervations, 


infirmity , 1s as well ſ{upplyed in that for 
which an horſe is uſefull, as he that mult ſtay 
rill four or five ſervants be readv to accom- 
pany him ; and he as well Rored that hath an 
honeſt entertainment wherewith to bid his 
friend welcome, and can ſhake hands with 
him in roken *cis hearty, as he that with a 
yumercus ſervice and ſolicitous ceremony , 
mult complement his Gueſt ro a Non-plxs, 


« 

They tay, That he who a” find an Hare 
frrring, or Partridge lying, muſt alwayes keep 
1s his mind the Idea of thoſe creatures as they 
are tn that poſture, which the faney berng pre- 
poſſeſſed mth, will preſently appreher.d them, or 
anylike them, When the mind is foreſtalled 
with prejudice , either againſt perſons or 
things, it ſoon beleeverh whar it pre-concet- 
veth, and will either find crimes, or make 
em. 


(3) 
I had a Bullock ſo ſwollen wirh wind, that | 


it break his Diaphragma, and the poor crea- 
rure dyed 1n great torture ;z yet I conſidered 
It fared better with it then with a man affli- 
&ed with the: Gout or Stone, becauſe wan- 


ting reaſon its miſeries were not ageravated 
| by 
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by a reflex1on of the mind upon the pains ſuf- 
fered, It #5 not the leaſt of the happineſſes of 
a man having grace, that he is able to diſcern 
thoſe gifts, and to behold himſelf like the Kings 
Darghrer, all glorious within ; ſo ſhall it be 
no ſmall addition to the infelicities of the damned 

that they ſhall have the exerciſes of their reaſon 
which they have ſo much abuſed, to conſider the 
goodnefſe of that God of whom they are depri- 
ved, ard the greatneſſe of thoſe miſeries by 
which they are puniſhed, 


Two Goats meeting together ona long nar- 
row Bridge, the raitneſſe of which was ſuchz 
that neicher could go by other; nor turn a- 
bout to go back, one of them lay down flarz 
while the other went over him, and ſothere 
became eafie pallage for both, when the 1#- 
tereſt of diſſenting parties meet in ſuch narrow- 
neſſes 45 are hard to be accommodated, how 
much would the ſubmiſſion of one part to the 
6 neceſſity, conduce to the advantage of 
oth ? 


Being to confer the going of my Watch 
Wh a Stn-Diall, which was to be ſerby the 
H 4 Com= 
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Compaſle, and finding it not toagree there« 
with; my unwillingnefle tro have my Watch 
convicted of error, made me ready rather to 
ſer the Dial by my Watch, then my Watch by 
the Dial. Lord, how many times hath my 
{elf-love induced me by falſe interpretations and 
oloſſes to bring the ſtrait rules of thy Word, to a 
compl yance with my irregular aff ect tons ? then 
by an holy ſubmiſſion ta make my affections com- 
ply with the rules of thy word, 


(6) 

I ſaw a Kithng praftifing the way to moule, 
witha&tive motions and ingenuous turns,gain- 
ing an aptne(s toprey 1n all poſtures; and1 
obſerve other creatures by a natural inſtin& 
are prompt ro thoſe fun&ions which are pre- 
per to their ſpecies; but man knows nothing, 
except tocry, but what he is taughr, Lord, 
as my great deſire 1s, that thoſe whons thou haſt 
given me may not be as they were, born foals, ſo 
give me to care chiefly, that they may be fpiri- 
tall J wiſe, 


Being abroad one day my Horſe got looſe, 
and run _ from me, and would not be re- 
covered rill he came to the Stable Dore ; I 
followed after hit full of anger, and purpo- 

ſes 
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ſes of puniſhing, till I thus conſidered, Lord, 
' [am I thus angry that acreature by thee ſubje- 
Red to my Dominion, doth thus ſhake off the yoke 
and retratt his ſerviceableneſs, when I a Subjett 
0 thy Soveraignty by an originall and every 
ny unlimited right, fo often have with drawn 
my ſervice from thee ; Oh let me with mare 
dligence, and unrverſality approve my obed:- 
ence to thee , and with more patience ſuffer ntg- 


lelt from them, 


: (8 

The motion of the 8 mobile, not on- 
ly hurryes aboeur the inferiour Orbs, bur even 
the Comets alſo ſeated in the aire,are whicl'd 
adour with the ſame Circulation. Not only 
thoſe of the ſame gang are turned abont by the 
vertigo of Fattion, but many times alſo well 
meaning ſouls of diff erent Principles and deſigns 
are tranſported by their vicinity with the ſame 


paſſions, 
(9) 


Thunder is rare with us in the winter, and 
prodigious in that ſeaſon, according to that 
laying, Wiaters thunder is Englands wonder, 
becauſe thoſe hot and dry vapors of which 
Thunder is generated, are not exhaled from 
a ngid and congealed earth, as ours then for 

the 
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the moſt part is, Lord, when my heart wa 
frozen n that Winter of impemtens y and unbee 
lief, the thunder of conſcience was not frequent, 
that inconſiderate eſtate ſeldome producing any 
ſuch apprehenſions, but ſince my ſoul "Fe been 
brought ont of that Priſon, conſcience hath bees 
lmnder, and its checks are more often, O let con- 
ſerence every day have leſſe cauſe to ſpeak, but 
let it every day be more quick of ſpeech, 


(10) 

The return of the Sun is no leſs certainly 
expected in Grees-laad, where the night is 
of ſome moneths, then wich us in the Summer 
Solſtice, when day 1s never quite ſhur in, 
Lord, that eternall glory which thou haſt pro- 
wiſed, and [ by faith have apprehended, how 


far off ſo ever, 1s no leſſe certainly expetted, 


then that daily bread wherewith I am by thee ſo 
frequently # upplyed ; nor let me mare deſpair of 
the Sun-ſhe of thy favour in the long mght of 
trouble, then in thoſe perplexuties which endurt 
but for @ very little ſeaſon, 


(11) 

Paſſing with a Candle from one room to 
another, I ſaw they were enly enlightned as 
I d:o1:ght the Candle in ſucceſſively one after 

an9- 
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another, bur as ſoonas the Sun aroſe, they 
" [were alrogether and at once zre-ye hn | 
Lord, the knowledge which I bave of my heart 
is only by degrees, as 1 view the affethions 
' [ard ations of it one after another, but thou 
| keholdeſt them at one view, thoſe that are paſt, 
weſent, and to come, Oh dothon who art ſo 
perfeft an Anatomiſt, and ſo exaltly knoweſt my 
frame what it is, ſtraiten what is regular, 
ture what 15 corrapt, ard ſupply what ever de= 


felt thou findeſt there, 


(12 

I took a EPS nl] and would have 
crackt ir, but could ner, I would have clefr 
it with a knife, but ic was not penetrable, I 
ſet it in the ground, and after | a few dayes I 
| found the kernel had ſhor our a tenger ſprout 
Which had ſplitthe (hell, and made irs paſſage 
through, Lord, the hammer of affliction 
breaks not this ſtony heart, the ſharp ſword of 
thy threatnings prerce 1t not, but ler the ſmeet 
eſſcacies of thy mercies quicken the infuſed prin- 
ciple of thy grace, that 1t may cleave all obft a- 
cles, ard ſend forth ſhoots bearing fruit to thee 
abundantly. 


Being 
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| (13) 

Being in Lender, and defirous to know 
the time ofthe day , I viewed the Clocks) 
and by the firſt I taw it waspaſteleven, by 
the next bur half an hour after cen, the third 
was as much in the other extream, and the 
fourth dilſented from the other chree ; then 
I applyed my ſelf ro the. Dials, but I found 
them (as the Clocks) onely agreeing indiſ- 
agreeing from one anether ; hence I conclu- 
ded, there could be no dependance on them, 
who concurred ſo little with themſelves ; 1 
therefore turned my ſelfe to obſerve the ſet- 
ting of che Sun; which thougn not alwayes 
the ſame, yer nath a motion ever regular and 
agreeable to it ſelf , and todifpoſe of my af- 
fairs by thar. The variety of opinions among 
learned men manifelteth, That there can be no 
certainty where there 15 ſo much diſſent ; there- 
fore in the conduit of my life, Lord, give me 
Nullius jurare nn verba Magiſftri, aud to re- 
ſpeFt not ſo mach what men jay, who can and ds 
erre, 45 what thy t#ord ſaith, which is alwayes 
con fonant to its ſelfe, and erreth not, but 46 


iſapprehended, or miſ-reported by #5, 
(14) 


Two perſcns bing in competition for a 
place 
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lace of honour, a third engageth vigorouſly 
for one of them againſt the other, rhe obli- 
oed perſon ſoon forgetteth thole civilicies 
done him, having obrained his ends, and 
vrows ſhy of his Benefa&or, being confidenc 
that his merits call 'd for that requicall which 
he meant not ; bur the diſ-obliged perſon 
eaves the oppoſitionof that third perſon on 
his mind wich the pen of a Diamond; and cat- 
cheth at the nexr opportunity ro ſhew his ani- 
moſity by a ſmart Animadverfion : Feſpati- 
ans Captains relieved nor the Citizen of T4- 
raceve 1n the miſeries which for their intereſt 
they ſuffered, when they of Capma are by them 
ſeverely puniſhed for the injuries which they 
had offered. Lord, who would difpleaſe thee 
to pleaſe men ; when our ſervices are rewarded 
by thee, not according to their merit, but thy 
goodneſs,” and our diſ-ſervices through thy Sop 
are both forgrven and forgotten: The buſineſſe of 
Uriah ts then paſt over with ſilence, when Da- 
v1ds uprightnefſe after many Generations hath 
4 frequent and honourable memorial, 


(15) 
Being abroad one day, and without a Din- 
ner, a Comrade who had forethought the 


Worm would bire, had provided a piece of 


powdered 
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powdered Beef, of which he was willing tg 
communicate, which thowgh 1t were dry ofit 
ſelf, and nota drop of drink to wath it down, 
yet I eat It up very ſavourily, and (as Dar- 
2 by his puddle-water) gave it great com 
mendation, Lord, how many of thy mercies 
through our fullnefſe are nanſeated by us?which 
want would make more rehſbing , and ow 
neceſſities render precions, 

(16) 

Having a deſign to plant a nurſery with 
Crab-{tocks, I found many in Hedgrows and 
ether places, which I had many times before 
palt by, and not obſerved. Lord, fix the 
aim of my ſoul on thy glory, and my affettions 
on things above, then thoſe opportunities tending 
ro ſpiritual advantage, will be with promptneſſe 
embraced, which before were neglelted, or nt 


obſerved. 
(17) 


Upon the Rode to Loxaoy ] mera Team x 
a ſtand, and neither $Eill of the Driver, nor 
ftrengt!2 of the Horſes could moye the Cart 
out of rhe {lough till another Team came, 
which joyned with the former, drew it 
out preſently, The cy yes of particular Chri- 
ftians bave not removed thoſe evils whert- 
with they have been preſſed, when the nuited 


+ 


ip 
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ſopplications of the Charch have been heard ; f; 
well Py ts the Lord with the unity of hzs 
people, that what they agrce of on earth, he hath 
promiſed ſhall be done for them in Heaven, 


(18) 

[ fell one time into company, where he 
nas counted of the beſt wit, that could 
deviſe the ſhorteſt Grace, and moſt Romacks 
there were too ſqueamiſh to digeſt a Thankſ- 
oiving that did deſcend to expreſs particu 
lars. But ſurely, ſuch wit will be of no uſe un the 
Kingdome of Heaven, and thoſe affettions will 
mw wiſe agree with that place, where praiſe ſhall 
bethe only imployment of glorified ſpirits. 


(1 

Walking in the Ru I met a Carr chat 
came neer the wali, fo 1 (tept afide toavoid 
It, into a place where I was ſecure enough, 
bur being defirous ro be out of all poſſibility 
of danger, I got off further. Lordſin is that 
great evill of which thou complaineſt, that thox 
art prefſed as a Cart us preſſed ; how can it 
then but bruiſe me to powder ? Oh let me 
therefore think my ſelf never ſufficiently ſecu- 
red fron ts danger, nor the occaſions of it far 

enexph avoided. 
I mex 
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(20) 

I met a Coffin made of ſuch ſweet wood, 
& adorned with ſuch curious hinges, & deck: 
with ſuch Rarely appurtenances, as ſeemed 
ro give ornament to death it ſelf, and make 
a grave defireable, which yet ina few hours 
was to be covered with duft, How 7s the lift 
of man imployed about, and intext upon matter 
of oftentation.? and bow much of a vain ſhew i 
nſed in death it ſelf, that ſo fully diſcovers that 


allu but a vain ſhew, 


(21) 
' Being in company wich ſome perſons, one 
among them undertook to relate a ſtory, 
which he had bur begun, as the reſt fell ts 
other diſcourſe among themſelves, ſo as that 
he was fain robeg their attention by many 
Parenthefis of commendation rhat it was 4 
very pretty tory. How van is it to proſtitute 
words to theſe, that either think they have tw 
wuch wit of their own to valne the eonceits of 


others,or that have too little to apprehend them! | 


(22) 
Horſemen ſay, That ill-bred Mares uſually 
bring the fatteſt and well- favoured Colts, 


which yet afterwards prove unhandſome | 


Jades, 
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Jades, whereas thoſe of a good ſtrain are 
meager and unſightly for the hiſt yeer, bur af- 
ter are of rare ſhapes and proof, The freeſt 
and fatteft promiſes are uſually of the leaneſt 
performarces, whereas they that engage ſlowly, 
perform ſurely. 


| (23) we 
On the Rode to Guildford, I piſſed by a 
Chalk-pit neer the way, the top of which was 
railed abour, 1 obſerved ir was not for fence, 
but caution, for the avoiding the ſtupendious 
precipice > whereby the unwary, traveller 
might be endangered, . Lord, if thou haſt ſet 


bounds 1n thy word, *t1s not out of envy or ill 


will unto 1, as the Devil ſuogeſted to our firſt 


parents, but where-ever we are by thee limit- 
ted, 1t 15 for our advantage and ſecurity, not 
ow detriment, 


(24) 
Viewing one nighr a bd made upon an 
bill a great way off, and comparing it with the 
evening ſtar,ir ſeemed bigger & brighter then 
that , bur after I had looked upon it a while, 
perceived it ro decay in greatneſle, and light, 
till ar laſt ir was not ro be diſcerned , bur the 
ar recained (till the ſame quanticy & beauty, 
J chough 
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though now and then a Cloud for a time did 
obſcure i ic, Many bave appeared like burning 
and ſhining lights white the fuel of worldly ad- 
vantages hath laſted,but when that faileth,they 
diſappear ; wy: thoſe Lamps lighted with the 
C eleſtial fire of drome grace , though the clouds 
0 croſſe occurrCiices, 0r miſs of temptation, may 
ſometimes hir:der their appearing ſo gloriaus, yet 
they are alwayes the ſame by a regular and un- 
changeable brightneſſe. 


(25) 

A neighbour: of mine had a little childe, 
which with a fall pur 1ts arm our of joynt, 
which the father by its unquictneſle percei- 
ving was going toa Chyrurgion for remedy ; 
bur while he was in conſultation about i ir, the 
Childe gor another fall, and thereby had his 
arme ſer right 222in, ſo that 1t found eaſe, 
and grew "cheerful upon 1t 1mmediately, 
Lord, "why are we out of heart when croſſe oc- 
currences befall 5, and think our ſelves undone 
when the great ones frown on us, and are ala 
mort whe: eur expeftations ave diſappointed ; 
thou art be who by thy all-diſpsſing providence 
canſt make the very ſame things (a as the thruſt 
of the Spear the impoſtumed perſon) harm and 
heal 1, 

A 
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(26) 
A Roſe-buſh clipt in May, and ſo diſap- 
inted of bearing fruit in Fe, yet gave 
forth a plencifull crop of Roſes in November, 
Lord, if the Spring and Summer of my life 
bath been(like Onefmuswnprofirable,and with- 
out that fruit which mnght well be expetted ; 
'tis of thy mercy that I was nat eradicated,when 
as the fruitleſs fig-tree was accurſed,thongh the 
time of figs was nat yet come. Oh therefore let 
my former barrenneſs be recompenced with ſuch 
a fruttfullneſs,as may out=goe the nſual account 


ef a Novembe: ſeaſon. 


(27) 

I paſſed by an Ants Neſt ſet upon ſo Reep 

a bank, that their proviſion as faſt as they 
brought at thicher tumbled down again to the 
botrom,which they(as S1/iphas with his ſtone) 
with continual labour fercht up again, yer for 
divers years changed nor the ſcicuation of the 
Neſt, though a much more convenient place 
was hard by, How many inconveniences do 
fooliſh and abſurd cuſtoms beger us, while 
like the rib who tye the Plow tothe Horſe 
tile, we pertinacioufly {tick tothoſe pratti- 
ces waich reaſon condemneth as inconvenient 
er erroneou®, when a more ſober advice 
2 would 
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would eafily preſent us with that which would 
be more uſefull, though lefle uſed, 


(28) 

1 fawa ſheep in a very rainy day, whoſe 
well-grown fluece as it kept him warm, ſo ir 
drank in che wert,and thereby made the incon- 
veniency ot the rain. much greater, As the 
grace of God makes a man «ble with patrence fo 
bear bis ſuffers. gr, ſo 12 makes his ſufferings 
mare, for beſide his particular griefs, he hath a 
fellowsfeeling of all the conceruments of Gnds 


people too. 
(29 


I overtook a friend travelling to his houſe, 
which though tt were a Mile our of my way, 
t for his g00d company lake, I went along 
with him. Lord, if thy providence effett thy 
glory, though ont of the way of my temporal ad- 
vantage, yet let me not be unwilling to comply 
with thy providence, thongh with the leſſe of my 
preſent accommodations, 
1 ESO0T -- > | 
A box wherein was ſome quantity of Civer; 
being cp:n2d the ſcent thereof diffuſed it 
ſelf ro all the by-{tar ders, but was nor alike 
reented by all; nor chit the odour had ner 
an zJuall diftrfion, bur becauſe their ſenſes 
were 
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were not alike good, cr prepared rothe re- 
ceprion of it, If there ſhall be different en- 
joyments of the glory which ſtall be hereafier 
revealed, *tis probable the odds will be wat in 
the different manner of revelation, but meaſure 
of qppreponfen, Lord, let therefore my heart 
be enlarged with the l-ve of thee now, that it 
may be filled with the more enjoyment of thee 
then, 
(3 Wye 

I ſaw an Orchard planted with choice of, 
and the choiceſt of fruits , bur no good hus- 
bandry beſtowed upon it afterwards, bur ſuf- 
fered to lye undigged and over-grown with 
Nettles, and cropt by Cartel, ſo that the 
Trees were hindetly and (hrubbed, having 
nothing neer attained thar g:owth which 
otherwiſe they would, I heard a Sermon the 
o:her day, wherein I heard ſuch ſmart and 
ſeaſonable exhortac ions as poſlleſt my ſoul with 
many pious puipoſes, which yet alas wanred 
that good husbandry which ſhould have cau- 
ſed thoſe thoughts ro flouriſh into gcod 
works. I am ſenſible 1 have loſt aprecious 
advantage, I will cherefore beſiir me ro re- 
collect them out of the rybbith of imperri- 
nencies which lye in my heart, and will take 


care of them that chey bz fenced with circum- 
I-19 ſpection, 
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ſak't with reſolution, digged about with re- 
Iigtous exerciſe, wed with caution, and wa- 
tered with prayer, 


(32) 

An Hog was wallowing in his mire, while 
the near Cat ſat licking her ſelf and waſhing 
her face, not willing to wet her foot, though 
for fiſh ſo much defired ; I praiſed her clean» 
linefle, and would have done more, bur thar 
I conſidered it was not Out of election, bur 
diſpoſition, that ſhe was ſo cleanly, Lord, 
ſome ſins are eſcaped me,not becauſe I have chv- 
ſex thy precepts, but I have a watural aiftrcl- 
nation to them ; if thou hadſt never forbidden 
:t, 7 ſhould never have been a drunkard, that 
elud mm the brain, and fretting heat in the 
ſtomach, which but ene draught, between meals 
alayes occaſoneth, is a ſufficient bridle againſt 
that inter perance ; But Oh that all the conſi- 
derations which Divine or Humane Light af- 
ford, were ſufficient to check thoſe fins to which 


my conſtitution violently prompteth, 


"I 

(33 
Going by water, the water-man was very 
Curious of my fitting, if I ru:ned abour, he 
{a1d 1t hindered his Boats going ; every mott- 
on 
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on was to him a faulr, and my tongue could 
hardly be removed from ide ro tide, bur F 
'twas complained of, and this that our paſ= 
ſage might be more (ſpeedy. How nice a 
thing 1s peace of conſcience, ow ſmall a more 
offends ir, nor aCts of ſin only, bur purpoſes 
co fin, nor thoſe only, bur abortive motions , 
yea, Concupiſcences nor conſented to, the 
pure eyes of an infinitely holy God, are ſome- 
thing paralled by the quick ſence of a render 


conſcience. 


(34) 

The bloud in the Ro. 's full of ſpirics 
and pulſe whichir looferch in the veins, and 
therefore is returned again into the heart ro 
receive there new heatand refeRion, Every 
inſticution, though in 1ts firſt inſtruments 1c 
were lively and profitable, yer inits afrer tra» 
ductions, ic generally grows languid and cor- 
rupr, and had need of a review. Religion 
inthe Primitive times was like bloud in the 
Arteries, but now as in the Veins, and inre 

”At had need be often returned to the heart, 
azain rectiffed by the Word, 


(35) 


I faw a Tree which grew by a too potenc 


nerghbour that over-grew it, and dript It 
I 4 ſhrewdly, 
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ſhrewdly, bur yer ir thruſt forth irs boughs, 


endeavouring to gatn the open Heavens, and 


the Suns uninterrupted aipect, Lord, thou 
knoweſt thoſe inordinate deſires which grow ſo 
neer my heart, how much wy ſoul 1s dript by 
them, and how weak all my attings of grace are 
becauſe of them ; if 1t be thy will let them be 
$ru4'd up by the roots ; if otherwiſe, let my ſoul 

e averſe and turn away from it, endeavorring 
after a free atting to thee, that [ may partakt 
of the dews of thy grace, and the ſhming of-thy 
favour, 

(36) 

In a field of Oats, I obſerved there were 
ſome raller then the reſt, and of a much fai- 
rer ſhew, which when I had examined , 1 
found were light and husky,and no wile com- 
parable for ſubſtance wich the reft, for theſe 
wre witde ones. In the worſhip of God 
thoſe things which are of humane invention 
ſeem much more plauſible, and carry before 
them a much greater ſhew of devotion then 
thoſe wigch are of divine inſtitution » what 
a glorious appearance to the eyes of fleſh and 
bloud hath a curiouſly engraved Crucihx, or a 
Popiſh Procetſion compared with the fimpli- 
City of tre Sacramental preparation ; how lau- 
dable ſeems the Salc and Syitrle, and _ 

other 


Occaſional Obſervations. 133 


other knacks of Papiltical Ceremony in re- 
ſped of the Baprilmal Lorton, bur you will ' 
kind chat as theſe are fair, ſo they are wilde, 
not being of divine appointment and empry, 
not having the divine promiſe ro make them 
virtual for the nouriſhment of ſouls, 


37 

In a ſtreet of Londoy, as I paſſed by, I ob- 
ſerved over an Encry written, Th # Cenrt , 
which when I confideredto make true Enghſh 
of, I obſerved between :s and Court a Flower 
delace fairly carved, whereby I underſtood 
that ſuperſcriptton intended ro tell you, Thar 
there was Flower de luce Court, God hath diſ- 
covered his truth to us mxvu: pads x mured mw;, 
ſometimes ſignifying hts mind ro us in fi- 
oures, and not in words at length, ſometimes 
by things done, as when T orquats Cut off the 
heads of the higheſt Poppyes ; ſomerimes by 
very omifſfions,as MHelchiſedechs Genealogie; 
ſometimes by halfe words, as that 1mporranr 
truth of Chtifts Divimity, where a piece ofa 
word @e>7bmv& in oppoſition to 2exnmilC;, 
differenceth the Mefhiah fromthe whole Cre- 
ation ; therefore 'tis unſafe to conclude any 
thing from the word, till with much caution 
we conſider how, and whart is concluded. % 
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; (38) 


A perſon accuſtomed to walk with a fine | 


ſaffe neatly painted, met with his adverſary, 
with whom words grew to that height thar 
they came to blows, whereupon he threw 
away the fine ſtaffe then in his hand, and 
catcht up a rough Crab-tree Cudgel, fit to 
oive ſuch unkind embraces as he intended, 
When men look upon their concernments as 
bur indifferent, they like well to make uſe 
of thole fine perſons, who think they ger 
much repute and reverence by the poliſhed 
ſenrences that mans wit teacheth, bur when 
chez apprehend cheir ſouls lying under preſ+ 
fling exigences, they then deſire to apply 
themſelves to thoſe whoſe holineſle and zeal, 
and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry have begotten an 
expectation of ſoul-good from them, and who 
by their being an example of good works 
have made their very youth venerable. 


(39 

I ſaw a Picture of the Sing on hocſe-back, 
and though I had no skill in limning, yerl 
mifliked one of the horſes 12gs becauſe it held 
not a Symmetry with the reſt of the! Horſe, 
nor agreed with that poſture wherein the 
horſe was repreſented, There #5 no better 
wAy 


em 


we” bn M0 ©, TT & 2 Þ ; 


mm. 
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[p4y for 4 leſſe dif, cerming judgement to judge of 


the motions of the heart, whether they be of 
the Spirit of God, then to obſerve their agree= 
went with the mind of the Spirit, diſcovered in 
the Word, with which if they are aot harmont- 
tw and analogicall , *tis certain they are not 
dited by that Spirit which 1s alwayes like it 
ſelfe, ad in whom 1s no variablenefſe , nor 


ſhadow of changing, 


| (40) 

| Being to ſpezk with a perſon whoſe Cham- 
ber was foure.-pair of Stairs high, I was almoſt 
red with climbing upco it, having been 
well travelled before hand;which made me to 
think that if there were a Jacobs ladder whoſe 
top ſhould reach to Heaven, and that were 
to be aſcended by bodily ation, it would be 
amatter of no {mall time & labour to ger thi- 
ther,anage would hardly ſuffice for 1ts accom= 
pliſhmenr, Can it then be that thoſe cold 
mikings and wouldings ſhould ever bring 
2 man thicher, or thar it will be ſo eafie at 
the laſt gaſpto leap our of the Devils lap into 

Abrahams boſome. 


(41) 
Oyntment made as hor as can be, applyeg 
ts 
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co an horſe ourwardly, will not (call'd him;{fi 
bur a drench given him inwardly little max 
chen bleod warm, will kill him. Imploy af 
hypecrice about any thing of outward aGtion, [1h 
ler it be never ſo eminent, and he will k 
pace with your expectation, there 1s no foil 
ing him upon that account, but engage him on 
chat which ſhall neceſlarily requice lelfedeny. 
all, or the morcification of his ſecret luſt, i I 
that you ſhall find him more jadiſh tha [1 
could be imagined, l 
0 
n 


2 
A perſon that went naked neckt, was re« I 
prehended by a f11:nd, as #/ing # garb immw | 
deft and unlanfull ; which ſhe. gain-ſaying, | 
they agreed to put their different judgements I 
tothe deciliian of a grave Divine of their ac« I 
quainrance, to whom the Lady preſenting her Þ« 
felf, demanded his opinion whether - it were |? 
lawfull for her to uſe that mode ? to, whom he Þ 
anſwered, That he conceived that guze wn- I} 
law full for thoſe whoſe azure veins meararng |" 
wn their ſoft and pearly boſomes, might be a | 
tempt atiov to luſt, but he thought It lawful [ far { 
ker whoſe ſwartby hin and courſe prain afforatd 
z0 ſuch remptation, How great and manilelt 
15 our p:tde and vanity, that to follow my | 
1100 


mn; 
Ie 
Fl 
n, 


| 
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ſhion we not only ſubje&t our ſelves to thoſe 


bs which are inconvenient and rrouble- 
ome, bur alſe diſcover thoſe 1mperfe&ions 
that cauſe others to deride and ſcorn us. 


(43) 

] went to hear a Sermon, and incendipg to 
jyn wich the Mivilter in his prayer before ir, 
te began with ſo low a voice. that I mi 
weſle what he ſaid, hear 1 could noc, yer 
ms 1 in the poſture of a Supplicant, and my 
nind direfed thereto, but my time was 
neerly loſt, being unfirted for a private de- 
vition with the expeCtation of that which was 

blick, and not 1n a capacity to joyn inpub- 
" devotion, becauſe 1 heard not what was 
aid, Miſerable Papiſts, how are they abu- 
kd with their Latine Service, wherein they 
carnor pray by themſelves being ditturbed by 


1noiſe of words, nor With others being 1 


[rant of the Tonguesfor which blind devation 
 Fhet our Countrey men rook arms in Edward 
Ihe fixth dayes ; yea, indeed how heartleſs 


sSthat devotion, that underſtands nor what it 
doth, or minds not what 1t underſtands ? 


A 
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(44) 


A Gentleman of qualiry, but no 200d 
qualicies, profeſt a great deal of good liking 
rome, and aftetion for me ; I begun to con- 
ſider what I had done that might oblige ſuch 
a perſon whom all good would diſoblige ; [ 
began to ſuſpect I had not walked upright, 
and that he had miſconſtrued my civillity for 
approbation; thus I parted from him with 
much diſtrult of my ſelf ; bur the next time 
I came into his company, his countenance 
wasalrtered, an41 I had ſuch an aſpec from 
him as was uſuall from ſuch as he, Surely 
things and men receive much of diicovery 
from the men thar like them, there being an 
erernall oppoſition berween the bad and 
good ; and from their love we may judge 
much of the quality of che obj2& ; whence [ 
ever ſuſpected that thoſe wayes in worſhip ot 
otherwiſe were not good,which your profane, 
ſwearing, wicked perſons contend and (tickle 
for. Phocian making an O-rarion to the pev- 
ple of Athens, which was generally by them 


applauded, ſaid ro a f:iend thar Rood by, 


What unhandſomeſs bath [\ipt from me,that thit 
evil people ſo much approve of, 


Reading 
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(45) 
Reading of a Book ich treated of herſe- 
man-ſhip, I found this 7 erraft ich, 


If a Colt have four white feet keep hins not 
was 

If he have three white feet put him ſoon 
away; 

If he have two white feet ſend him to thy 
friend; 

If he have me white foot oy: him to his 


lives end, 


Icould not deviſe the reaſon why the odds of 
white ſhauld be ſo great odds in the choice, 
or what a black or white foor ſhould conduce 
(0 the goodneſle of the horſe ; bur ſomerime 
after 1 had oelding,an able horſe indeed,buc 
for that cauſe only not. approved, becauſe he 
had three white feer, for the white foot be- 
fore,” was much more brittle and hoof-bound, 

and far lefle than the other that wasblack , 
ſo that he was never hard travelled, bur he 


| complained of ir; whence I concluded, thac 
| whiceneſſe in the hoof did eicher cauſe, or 


aroue brictleneſs and other faulrs beſides. 


There is no ſuch Door as experience ; how 
| much is the do&trine of Aﬀſurance inveighed 


againſt, 
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avainſt as aninler to licenciouſneſs, as if that 
ſou} muſt be bold ro fir, that had certainty to 
be ſaved, whereas to the ſoul that hath had 
experience of this affair, there is nothi 
then the contrary more tnanifeſt ; for that 
Spiric which ſeals He ſoul to the day of re- 
demprion, ſeals it by the irhprefſion of its 
own holineſle upon ir, begerting thereby in 
it an oppoſition to fin, ſo as that if there were 
no hell to fear, yer fin would be refifted, a 
that which 1s contrary td thar holy principle, 
and deſt;uctive to this new Creature ; yea, 
this Spirit a&ts the ſoul to God as its higheſt 
and chiefeſt good, for which cauſe ir prefleth 
after him with all a&s of duty at:d ſervice 
ableneſie, whereby Ir thay tnore enjoy himz 
and dreads ſth more thandeath, as being that 
which ſeparates ir from his God, whom he 
loves and prizeth above life ir ſelf; 


TS So”... 

The heart of Oake grows from the top td | 
the bottom of the Tree, as appears when if 
the upper part of a young Oak be cur oft,chere 
will be heart co be ſeen; bur arthe lower end 
not any. Our zeal for wayes of worſhip,.ot 
ovght elſe ſhould have irs original urwards, 
beginning in conviRtion of the Rog 
rom 
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from cleer and apparent evidence of truth, 
whereas that which 1s not according to knoW- 
ledg,is like a mettal'd horſe,bur head-ftrong 3 
or like ſtrong purges in unskiltull hands,rather 
likely to kill, then cure. 


When I obſerve mn ſparks of fire 
may be ſiricken out of a little-ihiver of a 
Flinr, 1 have been ready tothink that a Para= 
doxical expreſſion, as cold as a ſtone, and have 
wondered it ſhould not burn ones fingers; 
bur 1 conſidered tha fire is, generated or ma- 
nifeſted-bur by contricion, by which yer other 
is extinguiſhed, There are many perſons of 
ſuch meek and calm tempers, that you would 
think they had no fire, for you ſhall not diſcover 
any heat; bat let them be oppoſed in matters of 
$eligion or therwiſe, *tis like the rubbing of a 

ry ſtick, till it inflame, by that oppoſition they 
ather heat, and ſhew more fire then could nf 
Fay be imagined. | Bo 


| (48) | 
Ar a Sermon I ſaw a perſon ſo earneſt to 
wrice it that he left his devotion before the 
prayer was done to provide tackling ready 
for the purpoſe ; but _ though he had beer) 
k a 
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a Clock wound up for one hour, afloon as the 
elaſle was outhis fit was uver,though the dil- 
courſe were continned a litrle longer, and 
more pertinent and uſeful} then the former 
part, The Apoſile ſaith, The Spirit of the 
Prophers 1s ſubject, co rhe Prophets, ſo 4 
that they are not inepulft into diſorder and cor- 
fuſion ; and as that us a prepoſterous worſhip 
wherein one ſervice leaps over the back of ano+ 
ther , ſo ts that apurſy. devotion, the pulſes 
whereof are numbred exa.tly with the ſands of 
the plaſſe; and they have a carnall Religion, 
who think nt dayes and nights too tedious at 
(a ds, or 4 T avern, but would have been fad- 
ly put toit , had they been Panls Auditors, 
when he preacht till midnight. 


Sn 200. 
Two Merit hips mer at Sea with 18 


fail of T#rks menof wargagainſt whom,though 
it were iinpoſſible ro make ſuch reſiſtance as 
ro come off, yer they were reſolved to (ell 
their lives at a dear rate; therefore with ut- 
moſt herghr of coutage they fought them for 
2 While ; which the enemy ſeting, and obſer- 
vitg their reſolution ſuch, as that their prize 
would not equall their loſle, they drew off 


and left them. - 7» that conteſt which our ſonls 
have 
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have with our ſpiritual enemyes , be that fights 
moſt reſolved comes off beſt; weak reſiſtance in- 
conrageth the afſanlt, and he that parlyes is like 
Eve un Paradiſe more than half left ; the ſureſt 
may to overcome 45 to reſiſt ftedfaſtly in the 
faith. 


(59) 

Some Engliſh Merchants being in Africh , 
and hunting chere che wild Bore, they had 
one 1n chaſe, and almoſt ryred him, ſo thar he 
manifeſtly gave our;when a letler, bur a freſh 
one,was difloged from the adjoyning thickets 
and joyned himſelfe wich che former, by 
whoſe company he was ſo animated, rhar he 
aſſumed ney courage and ſtrength, 1o that he 
eſcaped the hunters hands. Ye read in AQs 
2. 42. that the new Converts continued in the 
Apoſtles Deftrine and Fellowſhip, not ſo much 
ro ſhew their complyance to C hriſtian diſcipline, 
45 to be fortified with that conſociation, Mal. 3. 
16. Then they that feared the Lord ſpake of tes 
one to another, T he People of God 1% their trox- 
bles, are not a little ammated by the aſſiſtancy 
of fellow-ſufferers : Paul, when he ſay the Bre- 
thren, tock comrage, As 28. 18, 
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(51) 

I wasin a place where a ory was painted 
inthe windows, 1t was very rare and curious, 
but me-thought the workmanthip did not 
make amends for the harm it did in darkning 
the windows, whole princigall uſe 1s to give 
Irght, There are many Ceremonies which 
have a fire appearance when they are uſed m 
drvine worſhip, but me-thmhs they make not 
amends for the harm they do in Lifratting the 
mind from that inward intention ſo principally 
required x d:v1ne adration, having a tenden- 
cy rather (as a Noble perſon ſaid of a great 
Ladyes fing'ng Mattens, that it heightned or 
deſtroyed, he knew not whether, all the hearers 
devotion) to.delight the carnall, then raiſe the 
aff eftions of the inward man, 


(52 
Looking upon a WL hd I obſerved that if 
the Flax be drawn our roo fine, it breaks and 
15 uſeleſle, if roo groſlely ir is gouty and un- 
handſome, bur the mean as the itrength of the 
Flax will bear, is belt to the fight and for uſe, 
The handling of any ſubjeft too finely ts ſeldome 
profitably, and tao rudely is tedious and diſquſt- 
full, but as the ſtrexgth of the ſubject will _ 
(lhe 
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(like Bird-lime at adue rate) takes moſt, and 
hoids beft, 


5 


| T3 

I obſerved then too, that *cis not the pul- 
ling out the Flax alene chart makes a thread, 
but the twiſting of it, and rendring ir upon 
the quill, *7 :s not 4 crew of words or ſenten- 
ces poured on 4 likg hazl,that benefits the mind, 
or makes a cord to draw it forth to atlion, but 
our confiderate obſervation,and prudent Applicas 
tion to our particular uſe, 


And then I ſaw a broken end 1s nor thrown 
away,burt applyed to the Flax,and with gentle 
handling made an uſefull thread with che reſt, 
A diſſenting brother 15 often rendred unprofi- 
table , not ſo much by his own peeviſhneſs, as 
our flighting, who if complyingly dealt with, 
might in time wind on the ſame bottoms mith 


the reff, 


(s5 
A Wood-pecker by a job of her bill againſt 
a Tree, knows by the ſound whetner it be 
hollow, and thenpierceth an hole through 


the outward ſolid part, and layes up its brood 
K 3 in 
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in the hollowneſs. If by the vanity of ouy 
diſcourſe Satar diſcover that our hearts arg 
holiow and empty of good thoughts, he will with 
temptation ſoon pierce our beſt defences, and lay 
up 4 brood of wile luſts there, 


(56 

When wild beaſts ba. bh Corn or good 
Paſtures, they are more eyefull and circum- 
ſpect then at other times, alwayes hearkni 
after the leaſt intimations of rs a ay» 
fairs ſucceed pmoſperouſly with us, our cautions 
ſhould be greateſt, for our dangers are, David 
took more harm upen the roof of the houſe, then 


1n the Cave. 


7) 
A parcel of fat h_ are deſigned by their 
owner to the {laughrer, this to - that the 
next, and another the day following , while 
they rejoyce in their eaſe and full feeding, 
and neicher forethink, nor foreknow the evill 
hour. How often fareth it thus with the ſons 
of men, who pride it in their enjoyments, aud 
rejnyce wn their plenty, vot conſidering that God 
above hath appointed death to ſeize on them, 
they know not how ſoo, nor caring ta provide 


for the day of viſitation, | 
a If 
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(58) SY 

If any danger threaten the Conies, they 

fend pre{ently to their holes z ſo the Doves 

flye to their windows, Whe# troubles are, 

abroad, the Saints ſecurity us m their Rock 


Chriſt, 


(59) 

The hunting Spanniel beats the fields with 
much labour and ſagaciry ro find his game, 
which when he hath found, they ſpring and 
flee away, and his ſport 13 to run wich anan- 
cery after them; and thus, when the day is 
ſpent, he comes weary, and faint,and hungry 
home, for what he hath got all day will not 
fill one of his teeth at nighr, Thrs us 18 with 

volifſh worldlings, who with much labour and 
heat of deſire, hunt after the things of this 
world, which when found, flee away, and their 
delight i 1n purſuing, not enmmymg ; and when 
the day of life 1s ſpent n theſe 6 Jnr the 
night of death finds him weary and faint, with- 
out one Crum of ecmfort to refreſh a departing 
ſoul with, 


\. T 
Milk will pierce through thoſe wooden 
veſlelsthrough which warer finds no paflage, 
chough ſeemmgly much thinner. Cxrious aud 
K 4 fobſke 
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polifht diſcour ſe,though it may ſeem more taking, 
yet penetrates leſſe then that which 1s plain 41d 
more ſolid, 


(61) 

I had a Spanniel, which having hunted in- 
defatigably after his game, and happily caught 
Eat 1t not, nor afterward when it was roaſted 
weuld rouch a bone of it. [ have ſeen ſuch o- 
vetous worldlings who would not enjoy thoſe 
goods which with much care and pains they 
ſought to- get , but have gone with tattered 
backs ard pinched bellyes, not becauſe they had 
nor fall, but would have fuller Coffers, 


(62) 

Partridges that have lain faſt when the ner 
hath been run over them have eſcaped the 
danger, when thoſe which have thought to 
eſcape by flying away have flown into the 
Net, and lolt their lives. Thoſe lawfull means 
wh ch Gd hath afforded and allowed us, would 
have ſecured us, when ualawfull means which 
we have thought better, have been our rune, 


(63) 
The Partridge that hath been once intang- 
led ina Net, and hath eſcaped, will be ſure 
[0 


f 


ha 
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to flee away if the Net be but ſhewn the ſe- 
cond time, Surely, he is more than bratiſhly 
wiſe, that hath been ſnared in a temptation, 
and recovered by repentance, that will nat be 


ſhy afterwards, 


IDS. A 

The Spanniel ſets at a diſtance from the 
Partridges, as if he meanc not to meddle 
with them, nor intended their death or dan- 
ger,bur thereby points them our, and berrayes 
them to deſtrution, Tempration ar the ft 
affaulc uſually freaks ws fair, as if ut deſioned 
not our harm, but if not then reſiſted or avoided, 
to how deadly precipices are we hurryed by it ? 


_ (65) ; 

The beſt Setter if diſuſed from the ſport, 
and hunced like a common Spanniel, though 
there may remain ſome pcinciples of his acr 
in him, yer he will ſoon loſe the practice of 
It, and become like one of them, and it wall 
ue no ſmall time and pains to reſtore him 
ro his farmer excellency. T be moſt ſanct:fied 
perſon if he forbear the exerciſes of Religion, and 
1ngage 1n the purſuit of the world with the 
worldly, though the [eed of God may remain 11 
b'm, yt be will find bin{elf much > 

Pr 
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aud nb frmall adot toreſtore in him thoſe loſt habits 
of vertue, 


(66) 

The moſt punAual Serter if not kept ſtrait 
t6 his rules, wil! {©on gec a trick of running in, 
sf contract ſome niner evill habires. Tame 
the eApoſties connſell ro Chriſtians, to walk 
Afenyately , and not without great reaſon, fa 
if we walk not cloſeby rule, we ſhall ſoon grow 
wiraly, 


as (67) | 
Tis the Setters excellency te hunt for his 
ame With the higheft mecral, but when he 
th found ir, to obſerve his diſtance, elſe he 
incurs his Maſters anger, and laſh. I» ſeck- 
Party after the things of this world,'t15 Solomons 
advice, Whar thou takeſt in hand to do, do 
it With all thy might;Yet when they are obtain- 
od, to heep the ſoul from too neer a conjunction 
—_—_ love, leaſt God be angry, and 
m plagned. 
| (68) 
$he experienced Setter ranging the fields, 
rares$no notice of the Larks, and other ſmall 
Bitds, that fooliſh Curs run ar ; bur ler him 
erolle upon the ſcent of Partridges, he points 
at 
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it them preſently, and ſers down there, The 
religrons ſoul while he 15 converſant in this 
world, though he meet with many fair appeg= 
rauces of pleaſure and profit, which worldhings 
gith hue and cry purſue, yet he baulks thens gs 
wt being for his purpoſe, b#t le: him croſſe 1peu 
gs expedient that conduceth Heavenward , he 


takes to 1t preſently, as being that which he 
had 1n his I £"., | 


(69) 

A Net hath many holes, therefare ſeems 
nor dangerous, bur in that is the couzenage, 
for there 1s none pallable, Sm jeems to pre- 
ſent us with mary fair hopes of evading, but if 
once entre 11, 1s like a grated priſon whence up 
coming ox till the payment of the, utmoſt fax= 


thing 


(70) 
Cloſe a Woodpecker in her hollow tree 
with a wedg driven innever ſo forcibly, yer, 
if you kill her not, ſhe will make her way 
through again, If wile and revengeful thoughts 
get room once 1 our hearts, unleſſe they be may= 
tufted with much contrition and holy ſorrow , 
they will ſhew themſelves iſad effetts, notmith= 
ſtanding ali the bars that nature or reaſ» can 
lay upon thers. , 

- er _ t 


152 Occaſional Obſervations. 


71) 

I ſaw a Land-skip WA Mountains and 
Trees, and Caſtles, and Groves,which though 
particularly expreſſing that variety ina Land- 
Skip requiſice,yet thoſe ſeveral things were { 
Joyntly placed, that together they repreſen- 
red a mans head, Gods dealings with his [0 
ple have ſuch various aſpeits, that they ſeem 
wothing leſſe then to promote their benefit, and 
appear nothing different from the differ aftin 
and confuſions which befall other men, yet art 
they by the arvine providence ſo disþoſed, that 
according to the Apoſtle they do co-operate to 
effec their good, 


(72) 

I rode by a field which was very good | 
ground, bur yer bear a pictyful crop, not but 
that the Land was in very good heart, and hit 
foran ample produ&tion, but the husband- 
man preſu:ning upon irs ſtrength, had been 
Wanting to g1ve It that tillage as was requi- 
fate, How many by too much confidence have 
miſcarryed through preſumption of their abili- 
Hier, ingaging in dragre affairs with ſo cold pre- 
paration, that they Bro come off poorly, without 
that anſwer upn their ſpirits, that might have 


been otherwiſe expetted, 
. Ifay 
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(73) 


I ſaw a veſſel ot water upon the ground, 
and I obſerved it ſpread its lelt ro every part, 
to the ſearching of every cranny,and filling of 
every Crevice, . The new-birth 1s ſaid tobe by 
the water ard the ſpirit, the ſpirit in that birth 
being as water, not only that it clearſeth the 
ſoul, but that ut diffuſeth it ſelf umverſallylea- 
ving #ot any part unſearched, not any luſt un- 
mortified, but ingaging the ſoul to cleanſe from 
all filthineſſe of fleſh and ſpirit, and perfetting 
bolineſſe 12 the fear of Ged, 


5 


\7 

I had a Lamb whoſe "5k forſook it aſſoon 
as it was yeaned, they brought ic home and 
ſuckled it upon one of the Cows, which in a 
few dayes grew as fond of ir, as of her own 
Calfe ; the Lamb grew up, and applyed her 
ſelf wholly to the Kine, bleating after them 
(if ar any time ſhe miſt them) and by no 
means aſlociating her ſelf with the ſheep, her 
natural companions, When God made a Co- 
venant with Abraham and his Seed, he gives 
this as a reaſon, B:cauſe he knew Abraham 
that he would teach his children, and his howſe- 
hold after him to uy the Commandements of 


the Lord : Good education having fo great 
aſh 
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88 influence, thar ic generally engageth me 
to & profeflion, ſotnerimes ſo introduceth 
face; that the time when converlion hath 
Wroight 15 not diſcovered, and we maj 
Impute it ſomewhat to this cauſe,rhar we find 
a ſerles of religious perſons in Davids family 
and fotme others, Good cauſe ro be perſmz 


ded thir the faith which dwelt in the Grand: | 


mother Lis, and Mother Ewnice, would be 
In the ſen Timethy alſo, when from a child bf 
had ktiowrl the holy Scriptures. 


7 | 

The beams of the Sun as they are ſcatrered 

at large do not much hear, when at the fame 
time coritrakted in a burning-glaſſe, they in 
flatne coftibuſtible marter firly placed. The 
beams of Goſpel light as they are diffuſed in 
publich preaching, much affett nor, but if ge- 
thered together by recolleftion, and aphid by 


ſerion £99 ideation, then 55 the ſoul like to tak! 


the holy fire of divine grace at them. 


(76) 

T rode by 2 Garden where I ſaw ſtore of 
ralle growing in the walks, ahd other plants 
on one upon another in diſorder, which 

had a mel? thgfatefill Goh in char plact 
whien 
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which yer did not much amiſs in the adjoyti= 
itg field, Thoſe that have given their names 
God, they are bis Garden, and difarderly 
Iſt rag'"g there, are much more provoking thy 
ejts of di21ne glory then in thoſe wha are profeſs 
ſedly profaxe ; the man without a nedding far 
ment might have ſcap't, (ar leaſt mithont ſo ſe: 
vere an Anmadver ſin) if he had vet imruded 
fo that nuptiall feaſt, 


(27) 

I had a Cloye-Gilliflower of avery good 
ſort, which being ſer in a cold ground, and 
not that care had of it that ſhould haye been, 
the firſt and ſecond years ir bear'Cloves, but 
the rhird year only fingle white ones, Tf the 
heart be planted with the generous purpoſes, and 
the moſt noble reſolutions, yet will there be 4 fern 
laking of the firſt love, and a degenerating its 
led and carnall coniplyances ; where there 1g 
vet a conſtant culturage exerciſed,and care had 


| to keep up the bent of the ſoul, ard aftuars 


ace,for if the laſt things be not better then the 
ft, the latter end will be worſe than the begins 


(78) 
I faw wo patcals of Cartel turned inte eng 
Cloſe of ground, where ar their firſt meeting 


they 
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they ſhewed their diſtin&tion by their ſepata- 
tion and hoſtilicy,bur after they had ſo entred 
common for a few dayes, their oppoſition Ceas 
ſed, and they mingled one with another,with- 
our any difference, There 1s nothing preſer- 
veth FaCtion, like Separation 3 a community 
in priviledges and preferments , difſolyes 
thoſe diſtinctions and animoſities which 
would have been (till kept a foot by a diverſe 
aſpet. The Pope in that great defection 
from him,-enewed in the dayes of Queen E- 
lizabeth,when he ſaw there was no likelihood 
of a preſent retury, yer kept his faction- on 
foot, by that Bull forbidding them any com- 
munity with the Proteſtants in worſhip, 
whereby that party was kept vifble and en- 
tire, which otherwiſe would have moulded 
away, and have been ſwzllowed up of that 
which was mote prevalent, and they were 
preſerved as Recuſants, that would bave been 
loſt as Papilts, 


79) | 

A Landsktp having the particulars ſo diſpe- 
ſed of, as that together they repreſented a 
mans head ; being thew'd ro many, none ap- 
prehended it other then a Landskip (as it ſee- 
med to be ) bur being rold that it was a mans 
head, and ſecing the reaſon of the repreſen- 
cations 


p 
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cation, and their fancy poſſeſtwith ir, they 
could not apprehend 'it as any other, when 
men wnacquainted with the myſtery of Godli- 
neſſe, are converſant 1m the externall worſhip of 
God, they are mtent only upon the opus opera- 
cum, and are taken up meerly with 6 outward 
performance;but when the vail i5 taken off their 
bearts, they then peroeive there 15 a further de- 
ſign, ordinances being ſo diſpoſed by the divine 
grace;that thereſult of them may be the inward 
mangard the dedication of the affettions of the 
heart to God, 
(80) 

Being ingaged in a long and difficult em- 
ployment, and conſidering how much was yet 
to do, I grew faint, and half reſolved ro de- 
ſert 1t, bur looking back and finding - how 
many leaves were diſpatched,I rook courage, 
and reſolved not to end, till I had ended, 7z 
my progreſs heavenward , when I look forward 
and view theſe Legions of luſts from within ts be 
fought with,beſide thoſe oppoſittons from without 
which emerg daily, and the mary difficulties 
which on every fide make that way ſtrait, I am 
even at a ſtand; but when I turn mine eyes, and 
behold how much the grace of God hath already 
conquered, 1 reſolve through 4rvint aſſiſtance 

L 


woe 
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mot to ſit down till there be not a Canaanite left, 
for though the a fficulties are many and great, 
opere poſcitur aniumus, and every 
ſtronger and more expert, 


yet 1pſo 
fight leaves me 
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(1) 

T 1s recorded of Solomon,that 

8 he was ſeaven years a buil- 
ding of the Temple, bur 
thirteen years 1n building 
his own houſe, (1 Kings 6. 
=) w{t,) not that he beſtowed 
more > col or curioſity upon his own, but he 
had more induſtry and expedition in that of 
God. *Tisa Proverb wich us, of that which 
goes flowly on, that :t is Church work ; men 
act careleſly and coldly in things that concern 
the intereſt of God, bur are 2Qive and affe- 
ionare in their own affairs; The zeal of thy 
Houſe bath eaten me up, was the ſpeech of 
him whoſe heart miſ-gave him in that he 
L 2 dwelc 
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dwelt in an houſe of Cedars, and the Ark of 
God under Curtains, 


2 
When Pharogh ſought to ſlay Moſes upon 
the ſlaughter of the Egyptian, Exod: 2, 15, 
We read that Moſes fled fromthe face of Pha- 
reah, and dwelt tn the Land of Midian ; and 
yer Heb: 11, 27, its ſaid, 'By-farth be left 
e/Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the King, 
Though Moeſes's flying our of Egypt was an a& 
of preſent neceſſity, yet it was an aCt of for- 
mer ele&ion, he had made choice to ſuffer 
affliftion with Gods people, before ever he 
flew the Egyptian ; ſo that though Pharoabhs 
wrath was the proximate cauſe, yer it was not 
the remote and more principal one , bur his 
faith in clofing with Gods intereſt, ro which 
therefore his leaving of Egypt is worthily 
atrribured, How differently doth God deal 
with us, to what men uſe to do ? in our emi- 
nenteſt ats of kindneſs for them , if there be 
any Probability of an impuration that we aim 
at our own intereſt,the rhanks is wholly loſt, 8 
we are reckoned nor as their friends, but our 
own: Bur God hath very much of charity for 
us, and reckons thoſe things done only upon 
rhe account of his gtory, wherein yer we me 
MUC 
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mach of reſpe& co our own fafety. 


| 3 7 Oe 

We read 2 Sam: 13: ult, That David was 
comforted concerning Ammon, ſeeing he was 
dead, when as the reaſon why he mourned 
for his ſon every day, was becauſe he was 
dead ; a Paradox indeed: bur chat the divine 
providence hath ſo ordered ir; that as our 
Joyes- are allayed with their griefs, ſo our 
oriefs are counterpoiſed with their comforcs, 
our very poyſons having their Antidotes, and 
the ſting of Scorpions never ſo readily and fo 
ſurely cured as with che oyle of Scorpions. 
Dawid ceaſeth io lament Ammon being dead, 
becauſe being dead he was paſt recovery ;this 
very thing bringing eaſe ro our ſorrows that 
they cannet be eaſed. 


ATR” 3a 
We find John Baptiſt wich moſt apparent 
evidence pointing our Jeſus to be the Chriſt, 
(Fohn 1. 29.) yet afterwatds fends his Diſ- 
ciples to him with this doubtful queſtion, 
Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we look for 
another 2 (Matth: 11. 13.) Though Jeſus 
had given by his many miracles greater evi- 
fence that he was the Mefſias, adding- the 
TY wiuneſfts 
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witneſle of his works to the divine revelati- 
on , yet Johns faith is weaker, With whar 
favourable allowances muſt even the excellen- 
cies of the people of God be laid in the bal- 
lances ? this very man ſet apart by God to 
bear witneſle to Chriſt, and doing thavoffice 
of preparing the way of the Lord (o fully, and 
with to much integrity , is here found pitri- 
fully halting ; whar great reaſon is there that 
our obedience (ſhould be ſincere, for it ts ne- 
ver full , and that our hearts ſhould be up- 
r1ghe, for they are never perfect. But what 
abarement was this to Johxs teſtimony? could 
the people rely on his witneſs who himſelf 
queſttoned ir ? bur ſaith our Saviour, 7 bave 
greater witneſſe than that of John, God never 
layes the ſtrefle of his defigns upon mens 
ſhoulders, ſo as that they ſhould 
miſcarry through their frailry, he ever takes 
Care to ſecure the iſſue of his own purpoſes 


though inſtruments ſhew themſelves to be 


men and not God, 


(s 
When Joſeph brought A faher before 
Pharaoh, the Text ſaith, (Gen: 47.9.) That 
Taceb bleſſed Pharaoh, Yer the Apolile ſaith, 
Heb: 7. 7, That without controverſie the lefſe 


44 
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i bleſſed of the better, Better inthat place is 
taken for the more henourable.z yet Phararb 
was the King of a potent Realme, Jacob the 
Head of he great Family ; though Pharaoh 
was more hotiourable with men, yer. Jacob 
Was more honourable wich God ; tis intereſt 
was greater in Heaven, often reckoned as one 
of the firſt three Worthies in ghat Court. As 
ro the buſineſs of bleſſing, greatnefle, can be 
content goodnefle ſhould rake place. _ A 
wicked King of Iſrael can call Eliſha Father, 
and ftile him The Charts of Iſrat!, and the 
Horſe-men thereof, Gopdnels makes it ſelf 
honourable, even among thoſe that hate 1tg 
and ſuch as diſlike the pra&ice of it, yet like 
well the bleffings thar come by ic, = 


| (6 > 8 —'h 9 

When Abraham was ) offer up Iſaac ,,,He 
brund him,and laid bigs upox the Altar, (Gen; 
22.9.) We read not of any celucancy.un 
Tfaac; yer to make ſare work he is bound, 
Abraham knew not how fleſh & bloud might 
ſirive ar the very pinch, and diſturb the 
ſervice. Tis good to. be ſure, and not to al- 
low that any Latitude, which is ſamerimes re- 
fraRory,always weakyit's at happy providence 
thi preveits the hazaxd of a.ſhameſull re+ 
c A treat, 
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treat, by taking away the means of flight. 
Though Ridley came with all willingnels to 
the ſtake, yer he ſaid to the Smith that faſtned 
the Chain about him, Good fellow, knock, it tn 
faſt, for the fleſh will have its conrſe,The good 
man knew hew much ado he had ro periwade 
it to that encounter, and he knew not how 
1t might ſtart ag* the puſh, 


7 

When Peter had an exp:eſs command from 
the Lord to follow him, yer he asketh, And 
what ſhall this man do? ( John 21, 21.) 
When there is no (Hhew for us to diſpute Gods 
Commands, and argue about our duty, in- 
ſtead of doing ir, then we needleſly interpeſe 
10 the concernments of others, and mind their 
buſineſs, not our own, making a ſtand inour 
way:to Heaven, 'and delay our following 
Chriſt, while we turn abour ro look on others 
and are unconcernedly inquiſitive afcer their 
affairs, 

* 

We have ſome expreſſions in Scripture 
wherem we may ſappoſe an hyperbole, as 
that of the lefr-handed Berjamnres {linging 
fionesto an hairs breaath z ſome wherein an 
hyper- 
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hyperbole is manifeſt, as John ult. wit, Bur 
doth God thar cannot lye allow himſelf a La- 
ticude to ſpeak beſide the truth ? or doth he 
comply with the exorbitant medes of men ? 
neither ; bur God ſpeaking to men, ſpeaks af- 
ter the manner of men; who becauſe they 
cannot juſt hir the whire, and deſcribe the 
thing exactly, do when the thing is eminent, 
rather ſhoot beyond ir, rhen beneath ir, al- 
lowing the hearer ro make ſuch abaremenc as 
the neceſiicy of the thing requireth, ſome> 
times as the conveniency ; as in thoſe (we 
may call chem complementall) expreſſions ; 
1 Sam: 24.14. As when David calls him+ 
ſelf A Dog, a Flea. Abigail will be a ſervant 
to waſh the feet of the ſervants of David, verl. 
25. 41. Ziba may take all;ſeeing the King was 
Come AgAInin peace. 


(9). 

When I read che conditien of the oath 
which the Spyes marte ro Rahab, (Joſhua 2. 
19.) that they wowezbe quit of their oath, if at 
the taking of Jericho that Scarlet ghread were 
not tyed 1n the window, Ithought the tying of 
ic there, would be ler alone till Fericho were 
deſieged, eſpecially to avoid ſuſpition, that 
the Spyes Were conveyed that way ; but - 

C 
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firſt thing I read of after the Spyes departure; 
js T he binding of the Scarlet thrend in the wite 
: She thought that Cord whereon her life 
hanged, could nor be hanged our too ſoen, 
mighr have been tookate, Oh the irrationalicy 
of a late repentance | Mult the body be be- 
fieged with fickneſs before that work be 
done upon which eternal life dependeth ? 
How ofren is it that that 15 never done, be- 


cauſe we think to doit late ; and what wen» 


tend to do anan, we therefore do never ? 
And ſurely that work is fitteſt ro be done 
to day, .concerning Which it s ſo unſafe ts 
boaſt of to morrow ? 


(10) . 

When the brerhren' of Feſeph met with 
rrouble in Egypr; they ſaid one to anothers 
(Gen: 42: 21,) We are verily guilty concern- 
mg onr brother, There were many years had 
paſſed fince they had ſold him, and we. bear 
not any.thing of it till new, and yer we find 
no protnpter bur their.ow+ ...gonſciences. There 
15 this advghtage by affliction, that ir gives 
the foul a (tand ,and makes itlook about. it, be- 
gets that-obſervation which before 4c had not; 
choſe threſhing inſtruments diſcover that 
chaffe 'beſore not ſeen; and when we are 

emp- 
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emptied from veſlell ro vellell, we ſee thoſe 
[es nor till rhen yy nero :; Are then 
come to call my fin to remembrance, and 
9h» ? (faith rhar woman) Not to we 0 
fm'1nto Gods remembrance, that it night be 
puniſhed wich the death of her ſon, as by rhe 
death of her ſon co call her ſin into her re- 
membrance ; what it was appears not, proba- 
bly che untawfull generatien of that ſon for- 
\oorten long fince, & put in the waller behind, 
dur expoſed to view open w occafion, 
IT 

When 1 read Jacobs dream, and his'words 
upon ir, (Ger: 28. 14.) I wondered' ar the 
coherence between them ; the dream 'repre- 
ſenting nothing bur mercy, words of grace, 
promiſes of benefaRion in che moſt abundanr 
manner ; and yet when he awakes, he cryes, 
Hew dreadfull 1s this place ? who wotild 'nor 
have expeted other inference from ſuch 
words as thoſe ? But Gods countenatice 
though clear with (miles, yet ſtrikes awe inf 
the beholder ; rhe evidences of Gods loye 
ae ſofar from begetting preſtmption, that 
they leave the ſoul inan holy trembling, and 
fear to offend. When 'God ggives into the 
ſoul che: Charter of ics fpiritnal priviledees, 
and richly lades ic with che fraight of divine 
Promin 
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promiſes, then is it moſt ſenſible of irs i: 
ſtance, and ballaſted with the apprehenſion 
of its ow unworthineſs : When God makes 
Abraham of his counſel, and tells aim whac 
he would do, then cryes Abraham; That he 


z5 but duſt and aſes. 


a - = 

When Lot parted from Abraham, and 
had his choice given him, whither he would 
oo, he chuſerh the plain of Jordan, having re- 
{pe& to the fruitfulneſs of the place, and Its 
being watered every wheregbut withour con- 
ſideration of the wickednefle of the inlabi- 
rants, which yer the Spirit of God intimates 
ſhould have been thought of,for tis immedi- 
ately added, (Gen: 13, 1.) But the men of 
Sodom were ſinners before the Lord exceedingly, 
Buc how ill chis carnall proje& ſucceeded,be= 
ſides the grieving his righteoms ſoul from day 
to day, with the unrightears converſation of the 
wicked, being carried captive by the Kings, 
and after diipoiled of all his {ubſtance in the 
ruine of Sedows, It being juſt with God, that 
when we prize the wealth of this world, before 
that of a better, and the health of the body; be- 
fore that of the ſoul, ſo to diſpoſe of it, that we 


fail of our deſign, and that proves to our loſſe 
in 


—_ 


Scripture Obſervations. 169 
in that very way wherein we intended it for onr 
gan, 


A Promiſe being made ro Abraham of a 
ſon, we read (Ger, 17. 17.) He fell upox: his 
face and laughed, ſaying, Shall a child be born 


wvto him that is an hnndred years old ? and 


ſtall Sarah that is ninety years old bear ? The 


like promiſe being made to Sarah, we read 
(Gen: 18, 12.) ſhe laughed roo, ſaying, Afe 
ter [ am waxed old ſhall I have pleaſure ? my 
Lord being old alſs. Surely, there appears no 
ſuch difference,either in the words or laugh- 
ter, asSthere was in Gods ſenſe of it, for S4- 
14h 1s reproved, Abrahaps applauded, Whar 
odds doth the heart make in humane ations, 
God dilcerning a vaft difference 1n the yery 
ſame works ; thoſe ſervices which are per- 
formed by heartleſs Formaliſts, having a rank 
favour in Gods noſtrils, the ſame ſervices a- 
Red by a truly religious Votary, being a moft 
acceptable SpeRacle in the eyes of divine 
olory. 

(14) _ 

I obſerve a ſtrange ambitionin Sarah and 
Rachel, that rather then they would be whel- 
ly childleſs, they would haye them by their 
maids, and that which 'tis bke they _ 

ave 
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have ſtormed at upen another account, yet 
they themſelves upon che ſcore of ſatisfying 
their fancies, are the Authors of ; and if their 
busbands ger chuldrento be born upon their 
knees, it thall qualifie the apprehenſions of 
their own Sterility, Lord, I aus ſenſible of my 
barrenneſs, that I have been to thee very frut- 
leſs ; the immurtall ſeed of thy Word, how oftex 
hath it been caſt upon my heart without any pro« 
duFFins ? but let my lire to fruttifie be ſuch, 
that I may endeavour others may bear upon m 

knees, that that ſeed through my means may l 


diffuſed to others alſo, 


(1 

We are told Heb: g. x That un the Ark 
there was the pot of Manna, Aarons rod that 
budded, ard the T ables of the Covenant. Yet 
(r Kings $. g.) 'tis ſaid, There was nething in 
the eArk but the Tables of the Covenant, 
When I obſerved the diverſiry of thoſe 
Texts, I chought (and I ſuppoſe truly) chat 
the Relative je had for 1ts Correlative 
5 ox noc nary, ſo that the pot of Adan- 
”"a, and eAarons rod , are noted as the 
Contents of the Holyeſt of Holyes, nor of the 
Ark, to which agree thar Scripture, Exod: 
I6, 33. where there 1s mention made of lay- 
ing 
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ing them before the Teſtimony, not in the Ark , 
that being reſervedas a peculiar Bibliethecg 
for the Tables of the Law, there being by 
divine appointment,a mare ſolemn and pecu- 
liar cuftody allotted ro them, rhento any 
thing elſe in the world beſide,not only ro keep 
them for obſervation, as to preſerve them 
from violence, neither abſtraction nor addi- 
tion being allewed there, bur exact and pun- 
ual compliance ; the moſt prudential con- 
ſulrations of humane reaſon alwayes meeting 
with unhappy ſuccefle. Saz/s proyidence 10 
preſerving the belt of the ſpoils of Amalech 


| for ſacrifice, becauſe befide the rule, find a 


curſe inſtead of acceptance, and is told, Obe- 
dence is better than the fat of Rams. 


(16) 

V'Vhen God ſent G:devs ro deliver Iſrael, 
(Judg.6. 12.) he beſpeaks him; The Lordis 
with thee, Thou might y mas: of valour, VVhar 
weded there mention of Grdeons valour,when 
the weapons of that warfare were uo be ſpi- 
ritual, rather then carnal, a ſtrong faith rather 
then a ſtrong arm; to blow with the Trumpers, 
and cry, The ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon, 
required rather 200d Lungs, then a valourous 
heatt ; beſides 'twas Gods purpoſe to glorifie 
fy himſelf 
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himſelf immediately in this delivery, there- 
fore choſe the chree hundred that lapped, ra- 
cher than the other thouſands, ſo that the ve- 
rieſt Coward had been rather for Gods turn, 
then a man of courage, Bur though the work 
was the Lords, the enterprize was daring, 
and required a well fortifyed mind to under- 
rake it; the expoſing of three hundred in ſuch 
a poſture to an army that covered the earth 
like Graſhoppers, could not but ſtagger him 
who defired a ſign that Got! would fave 1ſr4- 
el by his hand, when he had thirty rwo thou- 
ſand men following him ; therefore the Lord 
rhus beſpeaks him, queſtiorably whether In- 
dicatively or Imparatively, ro ſhew him ſo, 
or make him {o, or at leaſt more ſo, there» 
fore the Commiſſion 1s, Ge iz this thy might, 
or thus, Wade might I bur however if G dew 
were high in valour, he was low in humilicy, 
thongh cryed up by the teſtimony ofan An- 
oel, and ſohard a matter to be a pe 
dier, and not a Braggard too, yet not a word 
of his boaſting through the whole Rory; God 
can well allew us our portion, when thereby. 
we intrude not on his intereſt, 


(17) 
In the 2 Sam: 13, 5. We find Joradab of 
counſel 
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counſel co Ammon in the raviſhment of his 
fſter Tamar, and inthe 32. verſe either of 
counſel or conſcious to his murder 5 we read 

him indeed adviſing in the execution of the 
wickedneſs, bur nor admonyhing of the pu- 
niſhment. Theſe Decoyes are frequent, who 
cog us 110 danger, but there leave ws, I have 
read of an evull ſpirit that was wont to entice 
men into mſchief, ard then make himſelf Sort 
with their troublesz*tis the Devils play tolaugh 
at thoſe miſeryes, whereints thoſe things brought 
ias to which he adviſed us. 


(18 | 

A charge is given by Devid to Ziba to till 
the Land for Mephiboſheth, and ts bring ht 
the frmits, that his maſt ers ſon might have food 
zo eat ;zand yer at the ſame time there is a pro- 
miſe made, That he ſhould eat bread continu- 
ally at the Kings Table, Surely Davids pro- 
vition was not 1o ſhort, as that there needed 
a ſupply from Ziba ; there might have been 
mencion made of Rent to his Cofters, bur ir 
| ſeems imperrinenc to provide food to eat, 
where to talk of a ſupply had been a diſpa- 
ragement - Bur Mephiboſheth had a ſon, and 
tis probable ftore of Arrendants, and for 
theſe 1s the food intended, reckoned as his, 
Me becauſe 
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becauſe for his Dependants ; beſides, under 
rhe name of food other neceilaries are under- 
ttood, though lefle neceflary; as bread, pro- 
miſed tro Mephibofhethat Davids Table , be» 
cauſe the liaffe of mans life, and therefore 
principally mentioned, though only ſo, ex- 
cludes not the other delicacies which at the 
Kings Table were to be had, when wepray 
ts God for our daily bread, we intend alſo the 
other convemencies of life, aud that for us and 
ours; and when God promiſeth to grove us food, 
{o that we need not take thonght what we ſhall 
eat, yet then he intezds we ſhould be provident 
for our own aiet: Dawnds courtc (ie muſt be ac- 


E »mparied with Ziba's induſt TY. 


(19) 

In the Hiſtory of the Kings of Iſrael, rhe 
Scripture refers us to the Books of Nathan, 
Gad, Jaſker, and others ; if theſe books were 
not tems; , as "tis probable they were 
nor, yet being thus referred to, they were 
of Divine Authority, though nor a preore, by 
Divine Inſpiration, yer 4 psſteriore, by Divine 
approbarion, and like Leacher money, though 
n9 ſilver,was yer currant being ſtampr; even 
thoſe words of the Heathen Poer, being quo- 
red by the Spirir, are (being ſo) of like Au- 
chority ; 
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thoriry ; but why are we referred to them 
for our confirmation or information ? Indeed 
God to eſtabliſh our weakneſs, repezts his 
Command that we be ſtrengthned, Be (trongg 
jea, be ſtrong ; we have che ſame things re- 
iceratred:God thinks not much to ſhoot two 
Arrows our of his Quiver, to ſtrike the mark 
dead;thar like a Parcridge kill'd by a Merlyn, 
ic may notſ{o much as quiver a wing; though 
the firſt did mortally wound it, By two im- 
mucable things whereby ir was impoſſible for 
God to lye , could God have lyed,had there 
been only a 6ngle afleveration ; and did chat 
impoſſibiliry ariſe from the Duplication ? 
ſurely not ro God who cannor deny himlſelt, 
and changeth not 5 but as to us; inconde- 
ſcenſfion to whoſe weakneſſe God makes that 

Bond double, which before was ſo ſtrong thar 

' Heaven and Earth ſhould be didolved firlt ; 
bur why are theſe books then loſt 3} Even mi- 
racles that ſwadled the infant-rruths of the 
Goſpel were left off, when by time they had 
vathered ſtrength ro ftand alone ; yea, God 
expects we ſhould not be alwayes Babes, and 
therefore reckons upon the time, whereas for 
the time; ye ought : [have wary things to ſay 
tints yoii, but you cannot bear them now ; Which 
yer vere ſaid when they, could bear then ; 
Mz att 
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all things are not fit for all times ; thoſe Books 
might be meet for the preſent Generations, 
that were not fo for thoſe that followed. 
Fohn points with the finger, Behold the Lamb 
of God that takes away the ſins of the world, 
yet the Diſciples are charged To tell no man 
that he was the Chriſt, Beſides, as God 
will ſometimes - help our weakneſle, fo at 0- 
ther times cry Our faith: Hence that univerſal | 
filence, or perverkon in profane {iory, of what 
che Divine makes mention ; how ſhort a 
couch doth Joſephas give of the Lord Chriſt, 
who yet coplouſly handleth thipgs (even to 
common judgement) far'leſs memorable; yer 
of thoſe Books that were written and loſt, or 
Traditions, hath God taken care to inſert fo 
much in the Scriptures as was pertinent for 
his Church ; for which cauſe thoſe words of 
Enech are recited by Jude, whereas what was 
written or ſaid by him beſides, is pertthed, 


(20 
Though God be ofcen — to be ws re- 
fpeiter of perſons, yer we find him dealing dif- 
terently with divers perſons in divers caſes. 
Gideon requires a ſign more than once, and 1s 
favourably complyed with ; Zachary doth ſo 


bur once, and hath his own dumbnefle given 
him 
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him for an evidence ; But tis no wonder, if 

od who knows the thonghts,deal drverſly to our 
thoughts, Gideons faith like a child newly 
come to its feet, defires that it may be up- 
held by a ſigne, and pity ic ſhould not be led, 
that was willing to go, Zachary ſtands at a 
94ze, and ſeems not {o much to dehire confir- 
mation, as to diſpure the poſſibility of the 
thing from the imprebabilicy, arguing thar 


| ſucha thing would not be, becauſe naturally 


ir could not be , withall racicely ſuſpeQing 
the Meſſenger; therefore the Angel tels his 
name, and gives afign, not only ro confirm 
the truth, but chaſtiſe his unbelief : They 
were 200d men both, and well beloved, bur 
their different rempers required. a different 
diſpenſation. God # net partiall thoagh he 
uſe variety of threſhing inſtruments, for the good 
corn in all is not diſcovered otherwiſe; the wheel 
muſt be turned over ſame, when the rod will ſuf 
fice for another. 


(31) | 

We 'read Gen: 3. uwlt. chat when Adam 
was expulſed Paradice, There. was a flaming 
ſword turning this way and that way to preſervg 
the Treeof Life, *Tis to be wondered ar, 
that that place then ſhould need a Guard co 
M 3  _ defend 
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defend it, which now needs a finger to point 
atir, the judgements of learned men vary- 
ing about nothing more, than che {cite ef ic ; 
no peculiar Tree, no particular beauty, diſtin- 
euithing that Garden, nor 'yert thoſe Rivers 
uluing thence, ſo punQually deſcribed,giving 
other then a gueſs at ir, Did: that Garden 
which Adam in innocencv was to Till, after- 
wards when the ground was curit, degenerate 
with the reſt , and more haſtilyintoa wilder- 
neſs? and as Corraptio opes morum eſt peſſi- 
ma ; So here it ſhould be Citifſima too; like Apor 
Bates that grow worſe, more and more ſpeedily, 
than other wicked ones... But well might it be, 
that that Guard ſhould be remitted ; for 
though Adarn at his firſt removall from Para- 
diſe, might have defires of returning,the pre- 
ſent ſenſe of ſo great a loſſz being then upon 
Him, yet this ſenfe every day abated , as the 
ſtrength of fin got ground and prevailed; ſo that 
that was at firſt {ebred, was afterward: leſſe, 
CF at laſt forgotten;beſides, habitsof ſir gathered 
ſtrength daily, and were confirmed by repeated 
aits, ard that depravation of nature whereinto 
eAdams fall brought neinkind, was more and 
more inhanced, and by cuſtonee in fix naan was 
daily farther debauched, fo that as Gods judge- 
ments encreaſed tourinually, ſo the means of life 


were 
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were farther remroed, and mais thoughts for 
it, and poſſibility toattain it, every day decay- 


ed, 


(22) 
After the death of Jaceb, when the ſons 
of Iſrarl feared Joſeph would remember 
againſt them what they had dcne to him , 
they make this their plea, Forgive the treſ- 
paſſe of the ſervants of the God of thy father. 
There 1s no _ argument to prevail for « 
mutual compliance, then unity of Religion; for 
what ſhould keep thoſe at a diſt ance, that are 
Joyned together by that ſtraiteft obligation, that 
ave onem that moſt ſuperlanvue one thing F © 


(23) - 
When the mother of James and John reque+ 
fted the Lord , (Mar: 20. 21.) That her ſous 
might ſit, one on theright hand, the other onthe 
Teft; our Lord replyes to chem (as it ſeems at 
the fi ſtview)quirebeſides the purpoſe,aSking 
Them a queſiton little pertinent to that rhey 
treated him abour ; for what appertained 
rheirdrinking ofthe cup he thould drink of, & 
being baptized with the ſame bapriſme,to the 
ſurting at his r1ght hand and left, tn his King- 
dome? but if we conſider it, it will appear very 
M 4 much, 
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much, for theſe young men were ſolicitous 
about what was to be had, not what was to be 
done ; their eyes were upon the end, more 
than the way; the reward, than the work; 
thought more of reaping, rhan ſowing , yea, 
before rhey had ſown; therefore our Lord 
remembers them of the Teary ſeed-time , 
puts them in mind of the bicter cup and bap- 
tiſme, wherein che deep waters ſhould gs 
over their ſoul ; *rwas time to rell chem of 
che Stony, Thorny Rode, that talke of ſerring 
down, before they had well ſet our, hat 
ftore of Suttors would Heaven have, if there 
were no more to do, but go in and poſſeſſe the 
Land, if there were never an Anakins to be 
fought with firſt ; beſide, the way to glory #s 
through the place of a skull: Chriſt muſt ſuffer 
theſe things, and enter into his glory, to the 
Throne over the Therne ; If we ſuffer with 
him, we ſhall be glorified rogether ; they 
that are before the T hrone of God are ſuch as 
came out of great tribulation, and have wa 
ed ther Robes, and made them white in the 
bluud of the Lamb, 


(24) 
T find no, ſort of men more frequent than 
the Phariſees in their diſputes with Chriſt, of 
none 
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none fewer that beleeved ; we find theſe 
captious heacers, Curious queſtioniſts,cenſori- 
ous ob{ervators, but hayeany of the Phariſees. 
beleeved on him ? theſe had Cats eyes thar 
ſaw beſt inthe dark, knowing men in the im» 
pertinencies of the Tradicians of the Elders, 
and therefore witty to dilpute againſt the 
truth; no men farther removed from conver- 
fion, rhen the carnally wiſe, and ſuperſtitiou(- 
ly religious. But beſide, to talk of Relrgiop 
| Dov to be the buſineſs of theſe men, they ack 
what is the great Commandement im the Law, 
rather then takg care todoit ; Religion ſhould 
have ts rice in the head, and flaw thence to the 
heart ;but when *tis a ſtanding Pool there, when 
men are ricketty, great heads bat unproportio- 
nable hearts, are all for diſputation, nothing for 
obſervation: like theſe who ſtudy the Philoſophers 
ſtone, while they would be ratwnally rich, they 
become really peer, 4 


5) 

The Apoſtle Peter oo a ſtrange queſtion, 
(1 Per, 3. 13.) Whois bethat will harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which 1s good ? Who 
will ? Nay, Who will not 2 What a Cloud of 
(ufferers upon thar yery account might be 


here called into confute the Apoſile ; nay 
| Paul 
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Paul might be ſer againſt Peter, he ſayes, 
(2 Tim3.12.) Allthat will ive Godly im 
this life muſt ſuffer tribulation ; yea, Peter 
avainſt himſelf, ( 1 Pet: 2, 19. ) where 
he ſpeaks of a man for conſcience toward God 
enduring grief, ſuffering wrongfully ; bur the 
Apoltle ipeaks de jure, not de fatto, and veri- 
ly innocency is not alictle conſolation to the 
ſufferer; 4 good conſcience carrying alwayes 
Balm along with it to anoint the ftripes,and Su- 
gar to ſweeten the bitter Cup, that tyranny or 
craelty may wforce upon us ; beſide, the confi« 
dence(uprightneſs having boldxefſe) makes the 
ferchead as an iron wall, ſerenes the front, ſo 
that it retorts the ſhame, brings the oyl of glad- 
neſs inſtead of the confuſion of ce which clouds 
the guilty: An huge ſatisfattion too ariſeth from 
thereflex tt of : X ſoui, when it looks rnto t 
felfe, and finds fair weather there, whereas 
guilt hath as noly hue, and terrible look ; and 

alwayes brings terrour and affrights with nt, 

(26) 

When the Herodians came to Chriſt with 
defign ro betray him, though the Lord had 
Power to have avoided their cruelty, as. he 
did that of the Jews, yer he chuſerh rather by 
a prudent reply to evade their Trap ; Cefars 
1mage upon their Coyn being an C—_ 

etrhe: 
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either of his right or power, ſo that they muſt 
pay Tribute our of juſtice or neceflity , yer 
with ſuch a limuation as would ſurely keep 
them within bounds, reſerving to God hig 
due, that that Soveraign Lord be nor depri- 
ved of his right, while the petty anes be 
complyed with, Oxr Saviour would not run 
bimſelf into the Lyons jaws, when he might ga 
aut of his way. with a good conſcience: Religion 
doth not entaugle a man in unneceſſary pay , 
pertinent ſuares ; God allows we ſhould ſtand 
aſide hen. the mediate concernments of bis 
glary do not call yes. ont ;, preciows in the fight of 
the Lord 1s the death of his Saints, and there- 
fore to be expoſea, but #pena very eminent ac- 
count, aot / LM any: Thoſe that wenld. 
not accept deliverance, did ſo , not becauſe they 
were {gu al of their lives, but could not have 
equall conditions; for the ſmplicity of the Goſpel, 


| and Dove-like DRMOCENCY, may well ſhake baxds 


with the Serpentine prudence, and ar buſt 
þ# licy ” 9 


”Y 
L 


(27) 

VVhen our Saviour ſent out the ſeventy 
Diſciples to preach, he charged them ner te gg 
froxs houſe to hauſe, Luke 16. 7.yet Par here- 
in witnefſerh his integrity 'to the Elders of 
I the 
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the Church of Epheſus, that he had taughc 
them publickly, and froms houſe to houſe, ( Alts 
20. 20.) Pauls practice did nor claſh wich 
the Lords precept ; our Lord forbids ſuch a 
going from houſe to houſe, as was npon the 
account, not of teachins, but cf entertain= 
ment. He would nt that his ſervants ſhould 
(like beggars), go from dore to dore ; low and 
wrworthy wayes for lively-hood, agree not with 
the profeſſion of thoſe whaſe maintenance rs cald 
double honour ; They are ſent out without 4 
ſerip, yet muſt neake n» baſe ſhift for their pro- 
v1þhen ; but obſerve a comely gravity in the ſame 
houſe, remain eating and drinking ſuch things 
« they give, not by an wnhandſome crouching 
to beg that hire, which a true lahourer may 
challenge as his due, ai 


(28 

In the charge which _ oives Timvthy, 

to bring the things he left. at Troas ,, he takes 
eſpeciall care for his Boks and Parchments, 
T he chiefeſt furniture of a Miniſter 1s his Lt- 
brary, and that which men reckon mach as his 
commendation, that he is a good Scholar, there 
being nothing more contemptible then 4 dull hea- 
ded illiterate Preacher ; but here's the miſ- 
chief of it, that while they require Brick of & 
24 
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they give us 10 Straw, their maintenance bein 
ſuch, that if it hold out to buy a Cloak, there 
15 nothing left for Books and Parchments, 


(29) 

When our Lord was invited to the Phari- 
ſees houſe, he ſers down wich unwaſhen 
hands,( Luke 11. 38.) twas not unknown to 
him what was the Tradition of the Elders, 
or the Phariſees judgement in that reſpe&, 
neither may we think him uncomplying with 
ſuch things of decency and cleanlinefle, as 
humanity required ; and though he mighc 
with a good conſcience, and would "tis pro- 
bable have wathed afore dinner, yet we ſee 
him therefore refuſing it, becauie they would 
make that neceflary which was indifferent. 
The very Efle of external worſhip being drvine 
appointment ; while men go about to make that 
Religious which God left as indifferent, the 
attually deſtroy what they intend to Sabliſhifo 
mhich canſe the Lord doth not only reprove ſuch 
1njunthous of theirs at were contrary to Gods 
Law, but ſuch as were beſideit, arguing hereby 
that they worſhipped God in vain, becauſe they 
taught tor Doctrine che Commandememts 
ef men ; ard this very thing emphatically ſets 
« C haralter upen Jeroboams time; agpoimed 

by 
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by hins for wwrſhip,that it was the month which 
he had deviſed of his own heart. s 


(30 

He that ſhould have i that prophelie 
in Heſea, (Hof. 12. 1.) would little have 
rhought of ſuch an interpretation as che Spirit 
eiverh ; for who would have imagined that 
thoſe words, Out of Egypt have I called my 
fon, thould forerell Joſephs bringing up 
Jeſus out of Egypr. ' Ts hard to deduce certain 
concluſions from paſſages meerly propheticall, 
and as dangerom to engage in things of prathice, 
only npan the condutt of ſuch light as thoſe places 
afford, they being intended rather for confirma- 
tion than narration: for whith canſe we fird 
thoſe predittions of our Saviour concermng his 
ſufferings and reſurreſtion, hid from the Aps- 
files ; but after they were effefied, then they 
remembred rhar he had ſaid rheſe things un- 
to them, and they beleeved rhe Scriptures, 
and the word which Jeſus had ſpeken, 


(31) | 
When I heard Herods promiſe and oath to 
the daughter of Herodias, That be would give 
her whatſoever (he heuld ack to the half of his 
Kmngdome, {Mark 6, 22.) 1 expeRted the 
(h 6uld 


— — — 


td i a a + cc. A XC ao. awwasn! DO FU 


Scripture Obſervations. 189 


ſhould have come in and requeſted ſeme 
luſty boon, a Dutchy art the leaſt, bur be- 
hold ſhe defires John Baptiſts head ina Char 
or; there couldbe no ſuch ſarisfaCtion in the 
Heremntes head , that the imporent ſoul 
ſhould thus deſire ir, of malice had not ſet 
ſo great a price upon tt: But whither will 
net the ſpirit of revenge tra»ſport #4 ? the good 
man had reproved an meceſtuous marriage, and 
#» leſſe then his head muſt pay for it, though 
purchaſed at ſo dear arate, as halfe a King- 
dime; butit ſeldome 15, that the purchaſes re« 


| venge maketh, are not like Copy-hold Land , 


paid for twice, as this woman m a ſhort time 
after dearly fownd ; for what the Prophet repro= 
ved, C far diſallows and punifheth. 


(32 

When Mary SO} bn weeping at the 
Sepmchre, ſhe turxs about and ſeeth Jeſus, but 
bnew him not, Joh,20.14. Ir doth nor apPeat 
that the body of Jeſus was Changed after his 
reſurre&ion , as to what it might be known 
from another by ; for he ſhews T homas the 
print of his »ails, and 'tis (aid of rhe Diſciples 
travelling to Emars, That the:r eyes were 
withbolden that they ſhow'/d not know him,imply- 


ins that otherwiſe they would; but we find no 
ſuch 
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ſuch cauſe here, yer ſhe miſtakes him for the 
Gardiner, The good woman was intent upon 
ber ſorrow, and was ſurprized with ſo ſudden 
unexpetted a diſcovery © It 1s moſt dark,at 
' day break, and Gods way of revealing himſelf 
is uſually by contraryes, as Abraham beleved 
in hope, againſt hope, God ſteps in with ſuch 
«looked for mercies, that his people doth not 
believe their own enjoyments ; Pal. 126. 1, 
V'Vheii God turned again the captivity of $:- 
o0#, We were like thoſe that dream, Thought 
they dreamed, not crediting that delrverance 
reall, but imaginary ; when we think comforts * 
are fartheſt off, "tis but turn about, and they 
are before ms;for God delighteth that his = | 
ave 


| 
ty arm be made apparent, aid then. to | 
when his people have no power, and there is nont | 


ſhnt up nor left, | 


(33) 

Our Lord (ayes to e Mary (obs 20. 15.) 
Woman why weepeſt thou ? whom ſeckeſt thou? 
and yet ſhe knows him not z but when he ſays 
Mary, ſhe cryes Rabbom ; when he beſpeaks 
her wich the generall nawe of Woman, he 1s 
undiſcovered to her, bur when by the pecult- 
ar name of A7ary, he 1s own'd by heras Ma- 
fter ; So great a difference there 15 between g 

ner 
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neral and particular calling ; how many have 
wnprofitably heard Chrift ſpeaking to them 
mn his word,till he hath called them by name; 
and that word by 4 particular. application hath 
been laid upon their hearts > Yea , what odds 
' 1s there between publitk preaching, and par- 

eicular. ſpeaking ? how many have received 
more in{tru&ion and edification by one hours 
private diſcourſe; than by multiplyed hours 
ſpent in publick Sermons ; and much were ir 
to be wiſhed, that there were care had; as 
= reach publickly , ſo alſo from houſe tro 
ouſle; 


WhentHe man ket out Lord whether 
there were many that ſhould be ſaved; Lake 
I 3. 234 inſtead of anſwering his curiohty he 
replyeth by a profitable admonition; he diver- 
terh his thoughts from the uſelefle ſpeculari- 
@n of an abſtracted: general; into the uſefull 
confideration of his particular intereft, thar 
inſtead of knowing the number of theſe thar 
ſhould be ſaved, he thouid ſtrive to be one 
of the number ; well were ir, if thoſe little- 
edifying queſtions berween Calvin and Arm 
*1# abour Calling and Ele&ion; were. con- 
verred imo feriahs endeavours 1s make our 

N calling 
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calling and eleid1on ſmre, and there were more 
care to advance Chrifts Kirgdome 1n our 
hearts, then to diſpure when and where his 
perſonal Reign ſhall be uponrhe earch, 


(35) | 

If thar conrtoverfie had been propoſed to 
one of our Rabvres , which the woman of Sa= 
maria did to'Jefus, (John $10.) Whether 
Mount Gerizm, or feruſalem,were the place 
where men ought to worſhip, they. would have 
cold you a [tory our of antiquity, wherein 
polſbly chey would have reached no higher 
chan the age after Sa»ballat, and ſo have mitt 
of the true ſiream, by not aſcending to the 
erue Primitive fountain ; bur our Lord redu- | 
ceth this concroverſie abour' worſhip -ro the 
proper confideration'of rhe true” obje&t of 
worſhip, nor difputing hew, or where, or 
when, buc what was to be worſhipped, and 
dire&ing the mind'ro ſuch worſhip as was ſu- 
rable,(and therefore likely ro be acceprable) 
©1z;: ſpiritual, like the Spirir we worſhip ; and 
therefore we ſhall find God calling men off 
from Ceremony, as he hath call d them on ro 
fureher diſcovery 3 as he revealed himſelf 
more cleerly in Goſpel hght,fo the ſhaddows 


fled away, and Ceremonies were reduced ro 
be 
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be much more ſimple in furnicure, and fewer 
in number. | | 


(36) 

' The Apoſile Fames layes a neceffity upori 
us to tnake out fairh publick by good works, 
(Fames 2, ult.) ſaying, Faith without works 
z5 dead; yer the Apoltle Paul enjoyns- us' to 
keep our faith private, ſaying, Haſt thou 
faith ? have it to thy ſelf before Goa, ' Rom: 14. 
22, Not that the Apoſtle Paul who had io 
mantfoldly evinced the excellency of faith 
and its efficacy to juſtification, was unwilling 
ic ſhould be manifeſted by irs fruits, or 
were not as much for good worksas the other; 
bur the diffetence berween them is in the dif- 
ferent faich ſpoken of ; St James ſpeaking of 
that general faich, St Paul of a particular; the 
object of rhe firſt beingall Gods will revea- 
ted ; the objeCt of the latter being ſomething 
concerning which Gods will hath not been 
particularly revealed ; the firſt"is thar for 
which chere' muſt be a contending by rhe 
Saiars ; bur no cotitending for the larrer, no 
impoſing of that upon others, no cenſuring , 
no judging for Hor obſervance ; to be zealous 
irrche firſt is fairhfulneſs, in the latrer is fa= 
Aioaſneſs ; of rhar there muſt be a publick 

N 2 pros 
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profeſſion, of this ſuch a private. obſervation 
as may agree with the generals we allow, and 
wuh our particular periwaſion ; no diſſolving 
of the golden Chajn of - Ch:1ſtian Charity for 
any-aifterence of judgemenc in this, wherein 
a thing and 1ts contrary,eating and not eating, 
a day and rot 2 day,may be alike laudably-ob-. 
ſerved. 


| T9953: -.: 

We find the reaſon = God b-ought ya- 
tiety of judgements upon the Jews,till he had 
removed them our: of his fight, and deſtroyed 
their City by Nebschadnezzar, to'be the fins 
of Manaſſeh,and the innocent. bloud which-ne 
ted, which the Lord would not pardon 
2 Kings 24.3y 4. yet we read thoſe fins were 
pardoned ro Marth, upon his faith and re- 
pentance , and-rhe preſent judgement under 
which he tuttered, removed ; yea Manaſſeh 
departed this life long before rhe- deſtruction 
of Feruſalemforhart the calamities then tutfe- 
red, lictle pertained unto; him, whom the 
orave had ſecured againſt ſuch afrer-claps; bur 
though Manaſſeh were dead, and his miqui= 
ties forgiven to him, yer his poſtericy did a 
prove his doings: That reformation begun by 
himſelf, and carried on to much perfeAtion 


: by 
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by his ſon Fofiab, was quickly intecrupred by 
the wicked polteriry thar followed, they. by 
their aſfent ſubſcribed to the long Bed-roll of 
choſe ſins which the Facher had diſclaimed, 
and added anew ſcore of their own iniqui- 
ties; therefore it wasjult with God to reckon 
ro them, and make them pay that account 
which they themſelves had approved ; nd 
this is the way whereby a wicked generation 
may entail chemſelves heirs to the iniquities, 
and conſequently ro the plagues of all prece- 
dent ages ; thus all the bloud from that of 
righteous Abel,:o that of Zacharias the ſon of 
Barachias , is reckoned to the unbeleeving 
Jews, and therefore wrath. brought upon 
them to the urtermoſt :Wherefore.no wonder 
if we ſee eſtares gotten by bribery, or oppreF.. . 
ſion, melcing away like the untimely fruit of 
2 woman, While the ſucceeding heirs inſtead 
of making due reſtiturion, juſtifie the rapines 
of their progenitors, and ſpend chat by riot 
and prodigality which they got hy extortion 
and cruelty, 
(38) ; 
When our Lord commanded the Legion 
out of the poſſeſled that haunted the Tombs, 
( Mark 5. 10, ) ie read That be beſought 
N 3 hyP 
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him much, that he would not ſend.them out of 
the Countrey; 1 began to think why the De- 
vils ſhould defire to abide 18 thoſe parrs, bur 
I found the people of the place came ta 
Chriſt, and deſired hins to depart out of thery 
Conntrey ; no wonder-the Devils defire there 
© abide, where thz people pray the Lord ta 
be Fone ; 'tis a ſweet content to the Devils 
to have their Manſon there, where the inha- 
birants love their Hogs more than their ſouls, 
and give Chriſt not ſo much entercainment as 
they would do a Swineherd. 'Tis like theſe 
were Countrey-Parmers, wha knew no more 
Religion than a Collect for rain and fair wea- 
ther in irs ſeaſon, God hath promiſed his pre- 
ſence where two or three are gathered toge- 
rh2t abour the affairs of his worſhip, and the 
Lord faith, Hs Father and He will come and 
ſap, and make their abode with hime who lovith 
him & heepeth his Commandements,ſo contrart- 
ty,the Devils delight to poſſeſſe thoſe houſes from 
whexce all atts of Religion are baniſhed, an 
God ts rot named, unlefſt,as by the damned mn 
hell, that he may be blaſphemed. ' 

Bur whereas one Evangelilt ſayes , »ot out 
- of the Conntrey , another ſayes not mto the 
4zep; though verily, there be not much dif- 


ference between Hell and ſome houſes, as » 
c 
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the fins and blaſphemies commirred there, yet 


1s there odds ro the rorments, Hell is Gods 
houſe of Corre&tion,from whence thoſe ſpirits 
are ſometimes ſent to be the Executioners of 
Gods diſpleaſure, and it is their terrour to 
be remitted thicher, therefore we hear them 


C:ying out to.our Lord, ' Not to torment them, 


#ot to fend them wnto the place of torment, Till 
the conſummarienthere is uſe of the Minift 
of choſe evill Angels, and rill then (I chi 
tis probable ) cheir ſufferings are not al» 
wayes alike grievous, rior yer their fins till 


\ thenat the higheſt ; for though their execu- 


tions be according to command, yer their ma- 
lice in the execution encreaſeth their tranſ- 
oreſfion ; and though they are now reſer- 
ved ineverlaſting Chains under darkneſle,yer 


Iris to the judgement of the laſt day, when 


chat everlaſimg fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels, ſhall be ready for chem, 


The Diſciples might well marvell at that 
queſtion of- our Saviour, (/a:th. g. 20.) 
when he asketh, hs touched me ? The peO= 
ple preſt upon him, and thronged him,. and 
he might rather ask, ho touched him mot ? 


than who did ? Alas, thoſe many thronged 
N 4 With 
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withour conſideration, without defign ; and 
as they pre(t without any purpoſe, io to ne 
purpole ; as without intention to be benefit = 
ed, ſo witheur benefit ; bur rhe rouching of 
Chrilt was a plot of the womans, a projet to 
be healed, an ac&direced ro that end ; for 
which cauſe the Scripture reports her healing 
nor as caſual, bur the reſulc of her deſign, 
and therefore records the diſcourſe which ſhe 
had with her own heart about ir; ſuch touche 
ing of Chriſt, had power to extra virtue 
from hin, and attra&t it, to bring 1t our from 
him, and bring it in to her, whereas the 
other teft him as it found him, no diffuſing of 
efficacy to thoſe, who were not prepared by 
any thoughr for it; ſo great 4 difference us 
there between doing what we mind, and nat 
minding what we do ; the means of grace are 
ſeldome applyed to with deſign, and defire of be- 
nefir, that men are diſmiſt altogether without 
what they cams for; but never marvel if theſe 
are ſent away without any ſpiritual profit, that 
came without any other deſign then to ſee and be 


ſeen, 


(40) 
| When our Lord inthe ſtorm is awaked by 
his Diſciples, (Mark 4. 38. ) they r_ 
ME 5 x ſuc 
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ſuch a queſtion as doth tacitely chars him wich 
a neglect of their lives, Maſter, careſt thou not 
that we periſh ? lexpeRed rather they would 
have minded him of his own danger, than 
have complained that he minded not theirs ; 
for his jeopardy was greater being aſleep, and 
at leaſt che ſame, being embarqued with them 
in the ſame botrome. Bur thus it often is 
with the ſervants of God in their diftreſſes, 
that they are apt to charge God fooliſhly, 
and fay of their ſufferings as the wicked of 
their ſins, The Lord deth not ſee, neither doth 
the holy Ove of Iſrael regard; when as in all 
their affiftions, he is affiifted, and their priefs 
are his : He hath entwiſted their good with 
bis intereſt, and be that toucheth them, touch- 
eth the A, ppleef hu eye; then will the Lord be 
wanting ts {ecure his own canſe, when he is 
corelſe whether thoſe periſh who uprightly ſerve 
, | 


hin 


v) 

When I read of AS of John the 
Baptift, 1 admire tohear that Herod feared 
him, ſuch a ſimple Fellow in ſuch mean ar- 
ray, with a Leather Girdle, and Rayment of 
Camels hair, poorly clad, and meanly fed, 


to bea terror to ſo great a Potenrate ; if he 
| had 
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had been in his Portificalibxs, with his Croſs- 
queyes and Triple-Crown , and the Thunder- 
bolt ofExcommunicarion in his handhe might 
have icared a Prince ; but faith the Text, 
He kyew him to be a juſt man, and an holy. 
Whar an honoucable impreſſion dorh holineſs 
fix ppon the fore-heads of the righteous?what 
anawe ir begers in the greateſt, in the vileſt; 
even che very Rabſhakehs while they ſcoffe, 
they rremble. T hat Image of God to which 
the Lion croucht when Adam was in innocency, 
and the fierce 7 ger dd his homage, where 'tis 
renewed It mah c the meazneſt ho 1ourable, ard 
brings tovemembrance that God, to whons the 


proudeſt muſt groe vp their accounts, 


(42) 

John in the Revelation declareth his error 
1 worſhipping the Angel that ſhewed usto him 
theſe things, (Rev: 19. 16.) We find him 
animpartial reporter againſt himſelf, ſo great 
© fault ſer down withour any the leaſt exrenu- 
2tion,not ſo much as a miſtake pleaded ; -the 
Angel indeed in his anſwer ſeems to imply, 
that Joh» theught him other than one of his 
fellow-ſervants, bur Fohs himſelf calls him 
one of the ſeven Angels with the vials, So fret 


gre the ſervants of God tatake ſhame to them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, whale others. revfek. far and neer to fund 
| out excuſes to palligte their crimes, ar poſt thens 
| roothers,(as Saul chargeth his ſparing the ſpoils 
of Amaleck pon the people, whoſe vozce he as 

beyed ) they are fxll and open tn ther . confefſi» 

ens, and ready totike that blame frammbich 

all would acquit them, beſides themſelves; they 

cry like Dad, Lorc, I have ſinned, and I 

| have done wickeoly, , but theſe ſheep, what 
have they don ? + Bur which 1s yer more,we 
find Joþ1 not long after faulty upon the very 
ſame accourit, (Rev: 22. 8.) and it ſeems 
very probable if you compare Cap: 19, verſ, 
19. With (ap. 21. verſ. g. to tne very ſame 
Angel; he chat had, ſo clearly before diſco= 
vered himſelf to be a fellows-ſervant, and ſo 
| ſeriouſly admonithed him not to doit, and ſo 
fairly direted bim to the proper objeR of 
worſhip; ſurely, there is ſomething 1n it, 
that ſo foty a perſon as John, ſo informed be» 
fore hand, and at the time of ſuch divine Re- 
velations, ſhould be ſer forth to us, thug 
| the ſecond ime failing; bur verily God fore» 
\ aw what grear idolatry rhere would be com- 
| mitted in the world by the worſhipping of 
| Saints, and therefore by this ation of Fohys 
| either fore-ſhewed it, or preſented a. Cauti- 
| on azainſt ir ; a Cauticn indeed, for how 
great 
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Sreat an argument 15 it, That Saints are not to 
b worſhipped, ſeeing they are but fellow-ſer. 


vants ? for can that Soverargn Lord endgre | 


that ſervants ſhould be male his fellows, or that 
fellow-ſervants ſhould have ſuch worſhip from 
their equals, if not in preſent, yet at leaſt jn 
future enjoyments ? 


43) 
The Apoſtle Paslin that his reaſoning the 


caſe with his Cormthians, (2 Cor 12. 18.) | 


uſeth much of argument to excuſe his nor 
putting'rhem to charges; we might have ex- 


peed rather ſomething of Apology that he » 


had been burdenlome, than that he had not; 


bur ir isan ordinary Crafr to charge the not 


requiring of thoſe courteſies(when the oppor- 


eunity to do them are paſt) as an unkindneſs, | 


which if requetied when intheir ſeaſon, would 
have been grumbled ar ; but what canner be 
reckoned as a down-right injury, is yet impu- 
ted as a defigne ; thisnot being burdenſome 
as a Crafty ferch to draw them in, that they 
might be more ſecurely and fully preyea up- 
en afrerwards by thoſe whom he ſent to ga- 
ther his harvelt afrer him ; as if Titz and rhe 
brother that came with him, were appointed 


todo that which Pas! would not ; ſo _ 
ible 
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ſible. is ic for a Miniſter of rhe Goſpel nor ro 
have even his good evil ſpoken) of ; theſe ve= 


' rymen that quarrelled, with Paul becauſe he 


them not to charges, were conzented the 
falſe Apoſiles thould' bring them intobon= 
dage, devourethem, - rake of them, buffer 
them.on the face. The wie exorbitants of 
lewd Teachers, are more favourably ſuffered 
than the pious endeavours of religious Paſtors, 
wherein the edification of their flock 1s meerly 
tended, | 


44) 


In that Treatment which our Saviour gives: 


the multitudes that followed him, he ſeems 


very impolitick in drawing Diſciples after 


| himygro profeſie, That who will Ge bis Diſciple, 
| muſt hate father and mother, wife and children. 


houſes and Lands, muſt take up the Croſſe and 
follow him. To give ſuch hard Almonds ro 
ſuch ſoft Teerh;was this the way? a Countrey 
perſon would have taken another courſe, he. 
would Fave feaſted his neighbours with. 
%ed cheer, and have ſoaked their hearts: 
with ſtrong liquor to have molified their affe- 
Rions, & have made their minds plyable,rhis 
had been a likely way to have done good, ro 
have brought them fairly on; but our Lord 
likes 
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kltes no Cupboard Suitors, ' tor thoſe who: 
follow him for che Loaves,; his ſervants-muſt. 
meer with to:ms, therefore he is for ſuch:as 
will and t6 their rackling; *tis ſeldom there= | 
fore but t2e Lotd quickly -cryes whar mertal 
they are of : Thoſe that draw Diſciples aftet | 
cher, they nufnber cheir foflowers byithe 
polf;but our Lord (as Gidton with his Army): | 
{erjds thouſends away that” are baſe and faine- 
hearted, wherefore they are often alarmed; 
and it never is that Godlinels is long proſpe- 
rous, that thoſe who are approved may be 
made manifeſt, and rhey that 2re otherwiſe 
may not be hid. 


(45) | 

We do not read thar the men which owned | 
che Colt were'any of the followers of Jeſus; 
yet aſſoon as they were told. by the Didciples | 
which were ſent, - That the Lord had need of 
biw, wichout further diſpute they ler him-20 
#1 invincible argvment with coſiderare men) | 
whit could there be replyed in ſuch a caſe?had 
it been equall to have denyed? Might nor that | 
Soyeraign Lord require fot his own uſe, who : 
ſapplyes ſo much for ours ? may he nor juſtly ; 
rake any thing that gives all? phat a ready | 


complyance is there mm particular YAHWES y 
fo 
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to that which is wore unverſall? The heavy 
water will ſhift its Region, and from the 
hw valleys, ſpout over the lofty mountains to 
avoid a Vacuum; ard themaſſy Iron forgor its 
yerght, and ſwans like C:rh at the commdnd of 


| the Prophet ; and ſhall not every creature deny 


its private intereſt ro ſerve him, p31 whoſe 17] = 
uence the whole world depends > ard it were 


| better ten thouſand worlds ſhould periſh, then 
' be ſhould be in the leaſt a ſufferer : Ard ſhall we 


boggle to part from thoſe vile luſts upon his ac« 
count, concerning wh:ch 1t may be askt, What 


| profir had yein thole things ? wel may thoſe 


generous Heroes be memorized now , and to 


| eternity, who were willing to be blotted out of 


Gods Book, and be accurſed from Chriſt, ra- 


, | ther than the eminent concernments of divine 
' glory ſhould be impaired; conld theſe thus free= 
by ſacrifice their Hecatombs , when we make [o 


dainty of onr Tartle Doves,and young Pigeons? 
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